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It is apparent, says the Namai Me : 
Persia and her neighbours 2nd August, that the Persians are not disposed 
—sttample down the rights of their neighbours. 


During their Constitutional regimé they gave &. ratification to all those con- 


cessions which were obtained by the. Powers from the perfidious Court of the 
-Monarchical government, even when they kuew them to be fatal to their own 
interests, Our spiritual leaders and the Islamic. ee too, notwith- 
standing the political changes and direct as well as in interference of the 


neighbours, have shown during the course of the last year that their conscience 


has never allowed them to issue a dictate, withont a cause against the 
foreigners. This has given the whole world to know that the Persians are not 
hostile to the Euro or those who professe different creed. = = = 8 . 

But our conscience does not allow us to be indifferent to the unlawful 
encroachments of our neighbours, neither does our national] honour permit us 
to bid adieu to the — integrity of our posterity for the sake of some 
advantages in our own fleeting life. It was after a year’s open and secret 
excesses of the neighbours that the leaders of the Moslem faith were compelled. 
to vindicate their natural rights and the purity of their religion, Pu 

The neighbours of Persia ought to know that the present generation of 
her people prefers death to dishonour, and can no longer he cowed down to 
submit to their unreasonable interference. s ee 

The spiritusl leaders have by this time acquired a knowledge of State 
affairs, and are not going to grudge sacrificing their lives for maintaining the 
stability of the Islamic kingdom. Their conviction is that the elimination 
of the Russian forces from Persia depends on the exhibition of a little national 
and Pte zeal by her people. — | 

Till now the neighbours have been able to encroach upon Persian 
territory, either by intimidating the voluptuous monarchs, or by intrigui 
with the perfidious courtiers. But, thank God, both these have dmippeared 
from Persia to-day, and the spiritual leaders have supplemented the strength of 
the nation and the State by throwing their own influence in the scale. 

Our neighbours should know that there is no nation or State which is not 
aware of their policy. Even supposing that the external drawbacks to their. 
interference in Persia is removed, there still remains the predominating strength, 
of 40 crores of the compact nation. _ tay ae 

It is not the time for the Persians to be overawed, for fear would spell 
their doom. It is alsoto be noted that our neighbours are overawed by our 
showing a bold front to them more than we are by their intervention and. 
excesses, but strange to find that they have cast a veil over their fear, and are 
trying to inspire awe in our hearts, | ee ig) 
The Persians never expected that the English would send a detachment of 
soldier’s with guns to Shiraj at such a critical time without any need for it, and. 
thus enable Russia to find an excuse to prolong the stay of her soldiers in the 
north, It would be sufficient to say that England is incurring the odium of 
a whole nation by favouring the cause of Russia, This would not produce 
a good result in future. We however enter into a protest against this 
unnecessary movement of the English, and request them toleave the Persians to 
themselves at the present crisis. _ (ive os : ic 

2.- The HAitavadi [Calcutta of the 6th August publishes a cartoon in 

Be ter i in which Persia is represented as a deer on whom 
“aro the English lion and the Russian: bear are about to 
spring. sal | 


3. In referring-to the political situation which his arisen over Japan’s 
The situation in the far Kast, TO80lve to press on the construction of the Man- 
| 3 churian Railway in spite of China’s opposition, the 
Daily Hitavait [Calcutta] of the 10th August writes that the possibility of a 


conflict between China and Japan is not pleasant to Orientals, though % will 


be welconied by America, which likes neither of these Powers. Orientals 


will like to see a union of China and Japan on the lines which already 
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war between China and J 
formidable power, while if Japan 
seriously menaced thereby.’ 
++ be | The: Derus: Suléanat 


Censure on the Voki, . 
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3 ePraey : x" 
the young Turkish party Ex ‘granting him: a. 
pre icver, and treating him with scant courtesy and Seteest theaters if 


the ‘treatment accorded. to Wajid Alt Shah ‘by, the: English: in 1 ale 
allowed him to ‘take: with him to Calentta’ 33 crores in sah tacddaidiionns 
jewels, without questioning him as tohow he came.by: them and. farther 
pr pts their benevolence by granting him an- annual pension of 15 lacs 
f rupees. unt ia gh 


 d. concluding an , article on the subject noted in the margin, ‘the 
_ Troubles on the frontier. Se felletstinad ans (Caen | of the Oth August has 


The violent conduct. of these indonntable tribes, proud of their little power, 
is assuming ®& serious They are oppressing the Hindus more than 
Musalmans.. The former are therefore becoming alarmed: and impatient and 
are looking up to Government (for help). Will the Government of India 
remain indifferent fora long time to the unfair conduct of these tribes? It is 
said, Government will take some measures to chéck the raids’ of ‘these tribes 
soon, This is as it should be. ES OG Te . 


| I—Home ADMINISTEATION. 


6. The Daily Hitavads ; Calcutta’) of the 6th August has an ‘article under 
geal asin the heading’ ‘‘ Samadhyayi’s case” of which the 

caso against Samadhyay!. = following is a full translation :— ) 
_ We cannot say yet whether the troubles which it was Pandit Mokshada 
Charan Samadhyayi’s lot ‘to suffer, are at an end; ‘but we'can say this much that 
the first instalment of his trouble is over. ' The charge of ‘harbouring 4 gang 
of dacoits, which was brought against him‘and for which he was' being tried 
in the Howrah Sessions Court, is at an end. Samadhyayi has been found not 
guilty and acquitted; five jurors have ‘unanimotsly’ considered him to be 
et, and the Judge’ accepting the verdict of the jury, has acquitted the 

It would be superfluous to say that we have ‘been —_ ‘much ‘pleased: at 
Pandit Samadhyayi’s acquittal. He has now ‘been’ proved: ‘tobe free from 
stigma and offence.’ Those who made ‘indirect hints: assuming him to be 
guilty, ought, for the'sake df gentlemasiliness and ‘etiquette, now to admit: their 
mistakes to Pandit Samadhyayi ‘and ask’ for: his ‘forgiveness. 
Brahmin’ Pandits are known to ‘be’ very’clevér in discassing the Sastraa 
solving fallacies of Ny aya (logic), they have ‘not: the least “amount of worldly 
, ‘Moreover they‘are always in'fear'of the great and ‘very great sins 
which are forbidden by the Sastras. The Brahmin Pandits'of Bengal ean‘in'no 
way be implicated in affairs, such as theft, dacoity and/homicide, All ‘Brahmin 
Pandits without‘exception aré men of ‘blind faith—they ‘are ‘full of “preju- 
dice.” They do‘ndt put to the test of private reason the injunctions and 
prohibitions mentioned‘in the Sastras ‘with a ‘view to making a selection out 
of them. They observe the ordinances of the Shastras with bowed heads. 
Consequently, ‘no Brahmin Pandit will have any connection with what 16 
known to be a sin according to the ordinances’of'the Sastras, . Especially, 2° 
Brahwin Pandit . necessary 


an ssesses a8 much worldly wisdom and cunning as are necess 
for (committing) political thefts and dacoity—nor is it possible for them to 


& + 


possess them. As soon as the Brahmin Pandit tries to oppress the poor, or to 
a deceit in order to satisfy his greed for wealth, he is found out: We 
elieve that unless a Bengali has ‘a touch (literally, a fraction) of English 


never | 
commit a crime wale +e sie Minne 
Pandit Mokshada eonikyeyt rab; 
simple, In dress, in outit and in conversation, te sins ie 
teristic of a Brahmin’ Pandit always o | rom. 
faith inthe Shastras, ard is dct st live his life 
as far asthe‘can. He is an orthodox Hinds, wad vied fe 
But es regarde. worlt ya he.-is very simple (and) very i 
and does-indeed. feel. n Bae of his ignorance. We ‘cannot: think’ evel 
dream that such a man as Samadhyayi vl sneld mix with deovite vod 8 


dacette. ae? pecially he is a man with a. weak p pan 


big tks 7m of hair, which fkmies Do ng 
bare feet, and whois simple-minded, and has. an ever~ a nee. 
However, it is enough that Samadh ayi: has by virtue of his forefathers’ 
(literally, of his father and grandfa 5 merit got his. ‘pelease. - “It. as our 

_» sincere Le that he ave? return to his own, b 
pra 


* Expiatory ceremony necessi- 
tated by by hie residence i in hajut. 


readers) some idea of the volico, he English are the rulers of this country— 

it is with the help of the potion that the raling power of these rulers is made to 
be felt by the people. The police are, as it were, the eyes of the‘English rulers, 
or (like their ($.¢., pone ) churning rod. Hence there is no doubt’ thatthe police 
(hould appear dreadfal to the eyes S of the people. The people at large have 
sbeolutely no direct connection with those officers of the Police: ent, who 
ahold high posts, get large salaries, and are gentlemanly. It is the chowkidars 
and constables who have direct dealings with the people. The Daroga and: the 
Sub-Inspector Babu’ of a thana keep these chowkidars and constables ander 
control. Very little value attaches to their humanity. Many of them aré cap- 
able of committing (and) do actually commit every kind of sin for the 
of obtaining their eelfish ends, and in the hope of obtaining promotion. If 
(they) are asked to Aan and bring a man, they bring him: tied; if (they) 
are told to keep anybod y under control, they kill him. “How much intelligence 

and sense of right and wrong can be d by the Hanuman Singhs, ‘who 
eome from the far-off province of Oudh, tonplind by a monthl salary ‘of‘six 
rupees, and who are devoid of all manliness ? In our province it is only those 
gentle-born people who are absolutely starving (literally, the pots over the ‘fire- 
place in whose kitchens are being cracked for want of food to be cooked), 
and who cannot in any ‘way whatever find a means of ‘livelihood, 


get wee in police work; for no matter what a man’s status ma ‘be, if” 
he is in police service his tion in society is not a very comfortable ‘one. 
Consequently, it is only when they have no other means that sons of rérithenen 


take to police service for the sake of their livelihood. The value of the 
humanity of many of them is‘under these circumstances very: little.’ More- 
over, ‘itis only all the wicked and vicious men in the country that they ‘have 
constantly to deal with. Though Police Babus are decendants of -respe 
families, the nature of many of them becomes very mean 
influence of the company ‘they keep. ° It is with such ‘police officers. of lower 
grades that the Government has to administer the country; © 
man scan and in many cases it is the persecution and epressio 
pos ich takes place, rather. than the repression of the’ ickod onl the 
protection of the good. In spite of maintaining a large number of. men ‘at 
an enormous cost, the Government has on account of the condnet 
always to bear ineffaceable disgrace. Lot ; 

One will get a pretty’ good idea of the extracr 
if one just thinks of this case against Samadhyayi. 
acts of the police known, one by one— _ 
> (1) The arrest of Samadhyayi at Benares was an 5 tstiedelinate 
Inspector Purna Chandra Lahiri went to Benares and arrested tem 
There was no chance’of Samadhyayi assuming a false name at pte 
he is‘a Pandit.of Benares, has lived at Benares fora 1 long ‘time, (and) ‘man’ 

people know him and are acquainted with him, so much so, that -we' knoy 


ag the Vets again again. We would. now give (our 
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with each other. -Inspector Purna Chandra Lahiri has, however, declared that 
Samadhyayi was living at Benares under « falee name, and hence he suddenly 


this affair also. 


/ | v4 
/ dae 
; 


“ a o 
thet during. his sojourn at Benares, Pandit .Samadhyayi paid at 


. 


sojourn Pand visit tothe 
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Asutosh Mukhopadhyaya, and they formed an acquaintanc 


swooped down upon him like a kite, promptly arrested him, and bro 


: rought 
"him. straight to Caloutta. Fearing lest the entire population of Benares 


should take Samadhyayi’s side and snatch him from the hands of the. police, 
Rai Paorna. Chandra Lahiri Saheb handcuffed the accused and brought bint 
straightway to Caloutta. The Pandit was given no opportunity even to see 
his wife and children and his own people. Samadhyayi’s girl-wife was left 
at Benares alone. * : | | 


On account of the disturbances created in her household by police 


search, it was upset and rendered topsy-turvy by. ghosts and evil split like 


Os oe as as te another Dakeha-Yajna*. We have heard that at 


gage Daksha, which was destroyead that time Samadhyayi’s wife did not: even have 


by ghosts and other followers of enou h money to - for her railway ticket. to 
Bive. Calcutta. ete aad ee : : 
_ In Krittivasa’s edition of the Ramayana, the poet describes Hanuman as 
saying :-- be pe A , : , 
c | If I get the order from your gracious lips, 
t The island of Ceylon. © Then taking Lankat upon my head .. 
ee , - I shall go to Ayodhya.” — | | 
That hero of action, Parna Chandra Lahiri, also seemed to have performed © 
a grand feat like this affair mentioned in the Ramayana, _—j. i 
(2) As long as he was in Aajut, Samadhyayi had to suffer extreme 
hardships. When going from the Aajut to the Court, he used to be handcuffed, 


and stalwart guards with bayonets fixed and guns on shoulder used to escort 


him. The sight of that > procession would make one think as if 
Kumar Singh or Nana Dhundupanth or Sher Ali was being led under 
arrest. The sight would make one think as if some hero, strong with the great 


strength of a band of elephants was being taken under arrest. 


_.(3) Samadhyayi was released after being tried by the Special Tribanal 
of the High Court. At that time there was no limit to the indignation and 


regret felt by the big Inspector Babus of the Police. The way in which 
Samadhysayi was later on decoyed from the office of ,his) attorney and re- 
arrested also was a curious affair. Entire carriage-fuls of constables were in 
hiding behind the trees and atthe heads of the lanes in front of the High 


Court, big and pretentious-looking daroga Babus were moving about with 
revolvers tied to their waists. Anda Police Babu, who looked like a young 


elephant, came up and told wry és : ‘¢ Your things are lying at. Howrah 


at | 
lease come and take them out.” soon as Samadhyayi, tempted by the 


‘broken box came out.on the highway accompanied by the police, he was 


arrested on a fresh warrant. Purna Chandra Lahiri took a leading part in 


(4) The affair of getting (Samadhyayi) out on bail was also a. curious one. 


Bands of policemen begae to visit the house of every gentleman who came 
l 


forward and offered bail for him, and to say. various things and commit various 


kinds of mischief there, A. certain gentleman of our acquaintance had to 
suffer much persecution and harassment on account of this. first there was 


the order for finding two sureties of Rs. 10,000 each «that is) amounting to 


Rs, 20,000 and moreover everybody who offered to stand any of those sureties 


had tocome back crouching with fear of the police. At length, however, 
mca ees was somehow released on bail. | GHEVO SEER 
__ 5. Whether Samadbyayi was guilty or innocent was a matter which was 
to be decided by trial. But the Pabus of the police did not shrink from going — 
about from plore to place and slandering Samadhyayi. So much so that a 
detective Babu came to our office and wasted an hour and-a-half in trying to 
rove that Samadhyayi was a dacoit. When one sees their conduct and 
Aistens to what they say, one is led to think that they have some pe malice 
or animosity against, Samadhyayi, as if the spirits of their forefathers will 
attain salvation if they can get Samadhyayi disgraced and punished! We did 
not so long have even the idea that awoke ‘angér, so much jealousy, such keen 


‘malice can. be cherished against one man by another. - 
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all.of them. .And the youn, 


“a 


BS Pe é. if * 
wasted over 


case against Rlespedleyayi alone, though we can say for certain that the Secs 
amount is not small. .The noble-minded Lieutenant-Governor Sir’ Edward : 


‘Baker is an official who.is an .expert.in. financial matters, Will he let us have 
the extraordinary information as to how much money has been spent in feeding. 
ghosts and maintaining asses all for the purpose of persecuting a poor Brahman 
‘Pandit of Bengal, who is slovenly in his dress, has a long tiki and a, bare body ? 
-We ask, with the expenditure of how much of the revenue, which is. wrung 
‘out of the hands of the poor ipa le of this poor country, and which is daily 
‘stored up in the treasury of the English, have the Government and Sir Edward 
‘Baker, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, taken upon their heads the 
‘basket of this excellent disgrace? We havea right to get the information 
as to how much of the money paid by the people has been wasted withthe 
object of crushing a Brahman Pandit, who is unworldly, disinterested, ignorant ..- ~~; _ 
of the mysterious ways of the world, simple-minded and polite, by the English, © ©. 4 | 
-who are the conquerors of.the world, the foremost pedi (literally, the crest- | | al 
gems) of the civilised world, at whose feet the thirty crores of the men-and en ee 
women of India roll like grains of sand—by that same English Government... : 
. _ The Lieutenant-Governor himself will, if he collects this information, be 
able to know that more money has been wasted (literally, thrown into the water) 
in-this case, wnich was (as much of a farce) as.a fight Vetacan two rams, than 


was spent from the Royal Tresaayy onthe Manipur War, . . sis pees 
‘° » What. shall. we say—Eng en? Itis true you are our rulers, but we 


cannot help laughing when we see your conduct in these affairs—we have a 
mind to despise you thinking you are a thoroughly stupid person, Fie! Fie! — 
you have fired a gun in order to kill a gnat! i eed, there is no place in the 


,world where you,can hide thisshame, = Base seaoins epee farihh 
_ .: 6... The Samay [Calcutta] of the 6th August has the following:—.. => samur, 1 
2, 7 Mhe caso of Samsdhysyi. > ‘We ‘ate glad no end that Samadhyayi hag  v«. st, 190. ie 


been acquitted. He is now proved innocent twice 
jn the open court. . We ask if the Police will evon now be backward in tryi ae 
this inoffensive Brahman Pandit was implicated in‘a dacoity and had harboured © ° 
Aacoits knowingly, and we foretold his acquittal when he was put on his trial yy 
for the second time. We are glad to some extent that prophecy of ours has 
come true. But we shall be more glad to know how the paxht ap 
whose wonderful machinations twice’ brought about the harassment, humilia 


tion, and oppression of such an inoffensive citizen as Samadhyayi are now 


BE y 


Y¥ police officers 


to be rewarded or promoted. Considering the aptitude which Rai Saheb P OC, | 
Lahiri displayed at the Howrah Sessions Court, ought he not to be madea Pes : 
Rai eonecet and Sp snortiehneg : sind ed ite ee ae ' 
-: . 8° ‘I'he second ‘prosecution’ of Pandit’ Mokshada: Charan Samadhyavi TORTIE | 
‘ fort, best ‘which has also ended’in failure is to the Bharat re ee 


Austher < tadbenas : of “elias ee © ure 18 to the Bh 
sch nother instance 0 Police Mitra - (Caleutta ‘| of the 7th Aveu yet’ another Aug. Th, 1900 
instance of Police fame. , Js - ee | 
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mo 0, | “the duet {Oalbatts}-of the 6th A etn ht : 

Hitavant, ey 6 tta}-of the Rages, in erring to to the arrest 

Ang, 6b, 1909, 47h. Wig wot - Kanta: i--..for- licity’ in ‘the 

The rang wan, the relies. »-Pateganjpur = see his sabes me release, 

writes that the: ee hsve now’ > to gett core with cireumspeoction: in view of the 

prence ot Sir L. Jenkins on’the ‘Béeneh. -But if there was no case against 


Beats, th: be ‘Retorring 
Ang, 91h, 1900, 


dyer he 


Police. 
many like’ 


wey teach @ the 


him? One has to’ go’-on ‘telegraphic: reports in these cases, and there is no 
télling whith of them‘are true and which: are:not. ' Tt is funny all the same— 
the constant chameleon-like ‘change of front on the: _— the police. 

a “Referring'to the acquittal of Nisi’ ‘Kanta ji, .who' was arrested 


Aug. 7tb, 1909, : “2n connection with +he- Fa snjpur murder the 
. var Mtder | cand tap, Rouben Basumah {Caleutta] ofthe 7th August writes : he 


‘v-re4 -» Tiythis country-the police atrest’ anybody whom 
they snspect to be guilty: of ‘offence, Beet work “4 ‘on making investigations. 
Consequently, inngcent "persons: are often -harassed and persecuted. 
howéver, nut the case in'any other country: ‘within ‘the’ British Empire. The 

pressive nature of the police of this country has rendered them quite despica- 
@ tothe peopld and it ie’ idle ‘to’ expect that in these circumstances they 
would care to 0 help arid cb-operate with the--polive. -In ‘fact, the police have 
become an objéct of terror, ‘~ The'corruption ofthe polive is a standing menace 


to the welfare'of the:people and of the empire ds well,’ And it is: high time 
_ that'a'thorough’reform was effected in the. police of this country. °° 
sey 00, 190 IM in! noticing the Government. Resolution’: on- thé: ‘worki of the 


Who Caloutta Poliee.in 1904: ge * Galeutta Rolice duting 1908, the Hitavadt (Calcutta), 


~: of the 6th August, deprecates: the. slight reference 
in Mr. Halliday’s report to'the’ ‘work -0f' the-- National Volunteers during the 
Ardhodaya Yoje, and gives the ‘lie to... Mr; ‘Duke's assertion’ about Ins- 
péctor ‘Naiida ‘ Lat Banerji's murder ‘having: been: witnessed’ by many by- 
staliders by’ vinting ‘ont. the ‘ fact ‘brought -ont.at the'time that ‘the police on 
aivtving’ at “the “scette ‘of -:obcutrence--foand all houses shut, Continuing, the 
paper regrets to notice nd ‘référente by Mr Halliday ‘to. the undetected non- 
per cal‘ ordinary tnurders eommitted in the city last year, and Goticludes with 
he 


‘Yetoark that the conferment of ‘new ‘powers on the- :Polioe | will make them 
more. inefficient still, 


Bo: Baseavas, =9°-'19. The Hinds Binjasksi (Calcutta) of the 9th August refers to 
we ot il Pistia’ Chacdra’ .PUmOwE about: nspector 
Jaks going to ingle m ing to England and asks if thé object of the 
© yy ViBit-As to Pave, the way to the::other world: (by 8 
-Pions pilgrimage). 
Daity Hrravant, : ov Me la expressing pia at ‘Mr... -Thornhill’s accquitting. a ‘newspaper 
Ang. 10th, 1900, aie ei ts Catoats boy: whom the police. i liad challaned for obstru 


{ + veg. of, tH 


| _ fhe public’ thoroughfare, the Datiy Hitavads rake 
cutta] of. the, 10th ust. ph its attention | similar ob tra which the 
eS permit at } Pies e..the Strand. Road . end, of Harrison Road and ike 

wae Btagot end of. Cornwallis Street. ee ey 


the :5,2(8) +s Working of. the Courts, 
Hitavant, 


August, 6th 1900; BITB, Pho idevads. deta ih, August ins piu ‘et s 
ee “tibet Justion tterjee appoip rer 

1 Me Sestioe Obatirjees to the ‘High: aart aise bs i a learned and wite 
en -and patient lawyer. 4 
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On the first:floor of each digré there ‘are: 50. | 
25 cells in the north’ and 25 cells ‘in the voit,” that i ‘is one cell is exactly in the 
front of another ; ‘arid ii the middle ther’ is's veranda about three cubits wide 
for the sentinels to make their | 
the ground floor, ‘there isa ‘round ‘oj hing in front 
These openings poe en with thick iron’:rods.‘ The | 


a roof’ over ‘it, th a with firon rods also on 
the roof. * Thead'o yamlas‘er » The‘cells are” , 
— very small,’ Fath ‘cell has doors betel thitk iren ridin nese doors vee ‘ 
nO trace of woodwork in them." ‘There is'a- window in each:cellat a height of : 
about ten feet on the wall. The windows are tightly enclosed with iron netti : 


and iron railings; and as there are wooden ehiaks attached outside:to the wall in 
a slanting manner, the’ rain Water canntot‘enter into thé ‘cells ; but. the i 
air and light has been completely blocked thereby, « For this: reason the windows 
do not deserve to be‘‘called* windows‘ at: all> Oti' the'floorthere is an 
rectangalar opening, which ‘is six. ‘inches long and five-inches: broad. 
the o waage for the entrance of ‘dir into‘ the: cell. » Even: duri 
ita a ned ‘the cells ‘are devoid: of light and arb fall o 

There is 110 mg ‘wir in the cells, as if 
“the ‘black—holes ! On entering the: cell 
ee 7 2°". torbare ea a #* Sakti-shel %*"6 
- ,In a corner of the céll are’ placed tw #00;'these are no 


sone: teal the the 
ery mément ! 


little baskets made of bamboo or oie They are 80 COV ver with :a : 

paste, of tar and earth that water cannot | through... »-- One. of these is a | 

urinal, at > she, a ee eee Tne: I is in those t ys ts | 
shing the 

ee apron the mduth i is — ‘on floating 


ho know how- fal 
e and ate: excreta. The urine and & 
ily—once in the sea. and in tthe eve 
besins were cleansed the ) 
therefrom mado life miserable. - es cae 

Sleeping on blankets, aha, ke coarse rice out of iron | 


urine and excreta, and the sey day and night in cells devoid of licht and. : 
air, made streams of tears flow ore momént down the chest, and at every | 
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trout ‘there is a door’ with: iron: railings, and towards-the back aiwindow as 


described before in the‘case:of cells of the eastern: or western digri, On the 
roof there are three openings. A space in front of each room is endlosed by a 
wall four or five cubita high. In this wall there is a wooden door with ‘a hole 
in it. The wardérs sometimes Pe Seda ides on to see whiat. the prisoners 
are doing. During ‘day-time t: finds ite. way. into the fansi kamra, 
and when it rains, the rain-water accumulates on the floor. . Mosquitoes, ants 
and flies make it almost intolerable forany mantoremain here... sss ss 
There was an immense mill in a corner of the room in which: I was lodged. 
When much heated by the sun at day-time I took refuge at the mill; with great 
difficulty I stood behind the mill, and piteously uttered the cry “O Madhu. 
sudan, save me.” When it rained I stood in a corner placing a blanket on my 
head and loudly invoked God. il Soe thin t 
Being exposed to the burning sun and so intensely thirsty that. the chest 
seemed to be about to burst, if anybody kept crying like the chatak (a bird 
drinking nothing but rain same! .“Q. give water to drink, water,” for an 
hour or 80, somebody occasionally came and poured some water into the heated 
iron’ vessel, and I drank the water to my ‘heart’s content. It so happened 
sometimes that my cries did not reach anybody’s ears. But God, who 


assuages all kinds of thirst, surely heard the cries of the man | from . 
that - 


thirst, and I felt down senseless. When I awoke.from my stupor I foun 
poe oo had vanished, and it seemed as if. my parched throat had been 
©00 ‘ i ay! 7 ee) avictela ime te 
‘Water could not be kept in the iron vessel even, for, if so. ke 
‘red in a short time and become totally unfit for drinking: purposes. a 
* Qn some days after passing stools, water could not: he had: even for 
‘purposes of washing. I had to remain standing with the kachhs in hand and 
ery from time to time “ Bring. water; O bring, water.” I had to pass a long 
time in this condition on some days. fe 
At night the prisoners used to be roused every two hours: added to this 
was the bite of the mosquitves and ants, so that no:sleep could he had... Hf on 
‘any day during the smail hours of the morning when I fell. fast asleep, 1 was 
not prompt in responding to the call, the warder used to abuse me in filthy 
‘language. 4e fb cp readable adh” bs wey , 
The fansi kamra: it:is @ solitary. 


* 


rison cell : devoid of. any: humen 


-being. A méhter used to come twice during the day to cleanse: the: tukris 
‘and I got an opportunity to talk with him alone,and the satisfaction I derived 
‘from so doing was great.. The kala. pagris. and the warders also. sometimes 
‘talked with me no doubt, but my constant companions in the fanst kamra were 
‘the ante and mosquitoes ; these never left—not.even for a single moment! | 


~The fanst kamra; it is kumbhipak* hell in this mortal world. Here are 
 .. + gonstantly present like the messenger of death 
*The name of a frightful hellin in . visible. form, cold and. heat, sunshine and 


Tunblira of ocodies, ©" Tain, hunger and thirst, bites and blood-letting, 


£8; » »» . sleeplessness and starvation, injustice and. oppres- 
sion and rebuke-and abuse:: 9 foes co colina) je eben wtofead afb. 
_’ In such’ a prison cell full of: frightful tortures, not a day or two, uot 
a week or two, not a month or two, but ‘almost:a whole yedt--have I passed 
enduring various kinds of persecution, and it was through God's infinite mercy 
that the mother’s -son was able to return to his‘mother’s lap once more, not 
however before he was reduced to a bare skeleton! God only knows for what 
sin committed by me in # previous birth, I have been subjected to such 
terrible sufferings, {06 ) eae: lee Pte ele tree Oe PL OUT Me poe tae ; 
- Here ends the fourth Canto entitled “‘ The description of solitary prisot 
cells” of the novel “The jail experiences of Santosh.” nM GLU O98 si iia 
__The Maulvi and Lalmohan spread‘a blanket, and ‘both sat‘on’ it. At ‘the 
very outset the Maulyi thus addressed me:—‘Look here, Santosh, we have - no 
destre to do you the least injury. Follow our advice, and (uplifting his bands) 
God will save you. “I have told everything to your mother.” ’“Just look at the 
diary,” he said, and drawing out of his pecket the papers which he “had shewn 
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pt, it grew 
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ot 
we ‘ 


( 2001), 


| ene began tovteed:thech forthe ; Mist thd abpodig tee lia 
meting at the house of Saroda dido Baroda’ Datta, those''s ‘6! pre 
thereat, their pore oe dr Baby po bombs; second the dt 8 OF Wh Se 


the.house of amini Babu and the. pres iof the bomb 
Narajole ; fourth, the speech, ét¢,,:of Meta: pleader; ‘at poser gta 
prostitute. On hearing these agp I, remained she struck. ;1,,thought 
that I was not awake, certainly, rae oll these. were : eros 11 
‘The Maulyi said “Baba, w at wil y you. gain | by, remain Capa 
7 to what we tell you, and God will eave | you.’ reer aaa wl om 
‘Tgaid: “Rather I shall part with my life, yet I. will, | on. 

thése lies. “Pardon me.” 4 
“The Manlvi said: |“ Listen, Baba, the Magistrate has asked us to.ar 
the niembers of your house, but out of ‘pity only we have not em. 

jee if ‘you do what we ask you to do, well .and . good ; if not, . wo, 
ur father'‘to-morrow and bring | ‘him here, N otio@ “will ybe I ssued 

; cena Your mother ‘also; your mother’s name is’ Basanta Mala ti, “This i 
; you have named. thé Mirbazar Akjara } how. can y. ve yuna) Bal Tor 
it 


| Unies the jhew Explosives Act you will be transported for 
s certain, and’ act accordingly. I ‘give you ‘time. to-day, tad. T ‘hall pame 
By again to-morfow. 
Lalmohan said, when going away: ‘you are an “astute. ‘Ted 5 W 
you “understand what: is our own good? One must remain ¢ brea 
; ‘one tan ‘perpetuate one’s fdthor’s name. . Arrange, therefore, to save hikes ay 
: These two jewels of men then departed, rendering my solitary, cell. dark 
| by’ ‘their “absence. ‘The door was then. closed at once. . tie hem ehqaghs v ght, withee 
. myself :—“ What villans these betas (fellows) are!’ With a view to secure higher 
status “for themselves, or to attain their sélfish ends, they threw a bomb ini 
‘our-heuse and arrested’ me; again, ‘they are ‘trying. to endanger s0, man’ 
respectible, ‘educated, noble, wealthy ‘and ps pious gentlerhen ‘by, com , 
to tell wholesale lies ; ‘these are the af whiat utter thé name of God whenever 
they). say anything 1 Ara they “policemen “for the”: protéction ° ‘of life and 
? ‘or, ‘are they leaders of dacoits ‘in ‘the’ ‘garb. Of: ‘tie’ polics’?' They 
threatened to arrest my father when they left; thereis ‘nothing’ rhish they 
are incapable of doing. It is for-service 1 in thé potioe ‘of this: sort: ‘thats was 


| 60 anxious.” 1h 

. The bell I knew. that it was, time for the prisoners. 40; tale ' their 
meals, - The. ar, rang again, : after, a while.; : A short, time after. the by WSR 

) rung. again, ‘the door jin the. wall.:in, front:of., the, ‘4 i kamra,”’ : opener 

The distributors of the meals, came before. the, door with a, ailings an 

‘asked ime to hold up the iron plate and pot. ‘Throug fie sain ili ey  servec 
up fitie “rite,” ‘mung’ dal’ and brinjel .¢ ry ; 2 little of Lk as alse 
there; I‘ took milk in the iron pot. ' Whig’ is the diet of the, sick, To-day 
after an interval of some days, I ate a quantity of rice, _— ing, 
dows ‘on ae es ound’! te ein oie ny "I 'g fe" 


oe 
% 
- Re. es > detgniews, rat a hs 


, 
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} en. The Medini Bandhav [Midnepore] of the 9th August publi the Munras Bawduss, 

} te Tai oi B cee ‘ following i ang. oth, 1900, 

' cxperioncos es -. “Again night’ departed arid day ‘dawiied'’; 
the crow 'cawed and again the'sun' rosé: I ‘too sat ‘ap, ‘and: | 

i § duties of the morning. The talk about tho arrest of my father aroké’ th 


Ps | ez 


my mind. To-day was the 12th of June (the 28th of Asar’, Sunday. I | 
to reflect’: »“ The Maulvi said when ‘ Tomorrow I will arrest i 

your father and bring him to this very place,’ t at how can that be possible? th 

Will the police throw another bomb into oar house and arrest my father ? } 

Nothing: is: imapossible for ‘the: Maulvi and Lalmoban to do. Who knows © bi 
) what they, may. aa hats done: to-day by this time? Well, will nobody from q 
) our house come to see-me to-day ?” I grew extremely restless. Sometimes y 
I threw myself upon the cot, again rose up and stood near the iron door _ i 
holding the railing, as if I was expecting somebody to come. “But who i 
will sean ? Elder brother—he has been removed to a different place through | 


2 EE Re! 
5 r* BV. 

it AP. ORT 

A, LA 


ASDA mG 9 A ge OE RI Yee NRGRRENE IN 9) OPO . 


Se RC 


F : & 
a a oe " ; 
Q este oa Pi, al” . x ‘ s 
Page Sie bp Hof % 
SpE ee. PRO <2 ia! ; 
Ne 5 fe 3 aay ik, 
NS BO Ree oe es , ea 
4 ned See RE cat ees Pinte a, cake Y ge E ; 
. sag rvenseft . : 


SNE SARS a 
aoe ga Pe 


ec a. 
yA aatee rT Pad ae * rr eae OS 
— Wha peak rad ere — 
s ~ 
>? 
val ~~ ’ « . > ° - _ r a 
ay © RII ae Vo PNT RE 5 5 Ce Aw ed Oe 
ws - . 
, — . a eM. hte Baty == 
7 ie) 
" 
= 
"es / 
e oe e+) ee 
- i. 


‘say:—‘' Look here, Santosh, I shall no longer be 


father, mother and brother; I myself, out-of pity, have not arrested im, 
I 


( 1002 ) 


the, machinations of . the; police ; Pari is too. young ;; again, why should 

The clock struck' eight with a ding-dong sound: ‘The door in “the wall 
in front of my cell opened. I saw the Maulvi and Lalmohun. The wards 
opened the cell gate. ‘The two then entered into the cell, 2 9 


Mnulvi.—Yesterday I told you everything, and to-day J have given you 
80 much time. Tell me what you propose to do now. a, Weston , g b 


; * 


"4 


Bahadur is anxious to make bey an approver. I will make your father sec 


him to-day, and you should not be of a different.mind. I saw that the 
talk about arresting my father was a hoax, a mere threat. I said: Whatever 
happens, I'll never tell a lie; why do you annoy me_ repeatedly ?” 
At these words the Maulvi seemed to grow a little angry Ae gy eta to 
be able to. save you. 
God will ruin you, how can I save you? But there istime yet, listen if you 
wish to save yourself; if you wish to save your old father and mother from 
imprisonment ; if you wish to save your younger brother, then, act according to 
my advice. The Magistrate himself is the plaintiff, who else will save you? 
How much money has your father got? How long will that money last? 
We will confiscate everything. Up to this day no pleader or muktear has 
dared to take up your case. Who isthere who will: willingly bring, about 
his own ruin? Think over all this and act accordingly. Aguin, behold, here - 


e 


.is the warrant of arrest against your father. (Draws out the warrant.from 


his pocket.) The Magistrate Saheb has given orders for the arrest of your 
but, Santosh, I shall no longer be able to save them. Listen to me yet; 
ou again and again, follow my advice; otherwise, you will soon see your 
ather in one of these solitary cells.” BS : ; 
The speech of the. Maulvi Saheb stopped. The: Maulvi- handed: the 
warrant of aeron REAL BY father to me and said: ‘Read, read carefully. 
Open your eyes and see.” : | 5y hegeinen 
I got the warrant into my hands, I saw my father’s name; the signature 
of Mr. Nelson, Joint Magistrate, and the Seal of the Court on the warrant. 
. ‘J was thoroughly non-plussed. I grew very much anxious to see my father. 
I burst into tears’ and told the Maulvi weeping: “Sir, if you will enable me 
to see my father once, I will confer with him and let you know my last word.” 
The Maulvi said :—Baba, if you weep, what canI. do? If you do. not 
act according to my advice, your sorrows will make even the thief and the 
chandal weep. You want to see your father, very well; make an application 
to the Magistrate to see your father.” seule: seein dee) 
I consented to this proposal. I wrote the following letter to the: Magie- 
trate according tothe Maulvi’sadvice:-— © 3 «4 103 3 


T'o The Magistrate of Midnapore. 

I beg most respectfully to report to your Honour that before I make any 
statement to your Honour, I wish to see.my father here. I, therefore, most 
respectiully beg that your Honour will be graciously pleased to grant my 


- I have the honour to be, 
+» Your most obedient servant, 
Strom Onaxea Das, 
997-1908, 
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_». ‘The:Moulvi took the application from me 


i ‘ Q—Do you know Khudiram ? 0 
 “A.—-Yes, I saw him at the Sessions Court. He was ! 


is . 5 


in which he ‘was sent up for trial at the Sessions. aes 
- Q.—Did Satyendra go to the Mirbazar Akira with sword and gun? =" © ies 
AI never saw Satyendra at Mirbazar Akira; Sword-play' was never = =. ~ 


b Q.—Do you know Purna Sen ? ae ieee 

" A.—I read in the second year class of the Midnapore College with him ; 

e I know him very well. i he ee | 

rr Q.—Do you know Nirmal? 

"9 A.—I never saw him. SET et aes 
Lal Mohan asked me many other questions of like nature, and I returned 


proper answers to them, Lal Mohan at last told me: ‘‘ Santosh, as you adit iene 
you know Khudiram and. Satyendra Bose, and as you have read with Purna. Sen, 

there is no hope of your deliverance. But if you yet listen to our words, and say. 

to the Magistrate what we ask you to say, then you may be saved ; otherwise 

know.it for certain that you will be punished with oe for life. ‘This 

is ier. degenerate era, Kah-kal; if anything be done for one’s good, 

evil follows. 


e are trying for your good, but you take it for evil. It is 
because you belong to the police, that we take so much interest in you,” 
‘When departing, the Maulvi told me: “ Act according to our instructions ; 
you will see your father soon.” Pe he ie) 
Some time after the departure of the Moulvi and Lal Mohan, the chief 
warder came and took me to the office room in front of the Jail. There the 


Jailor Babu, the Moulvi and Lal Mohan were sitting —I saw my father and 
elder: brother in front of the gate. I knew that my elder brother had returned 


tes HP Ocera vw BS SO) 


from, Muzaffarpore. The Jailor Babu ordered my father to come into ‘his | 
e office room. I told him: ‘Father, these gentlemen are asking me to aN 
r. become King’s evidence. What do I know that I shall .become. King’s 

evidence ? will never tell a le while life remains, They are saying | 
7 that secret meetings took place in the house of Jamini Babu, in the house. of e 

Sarada and Barada, in the house of Kamini and in the house of Upendra Babu, as 
: pleader.. In those meetings the subject of bombs was discussed and I too 4 
" joined in them. These are the false statements I am required to make, If 
. i refuse to tell these lies as they want me to tell, then, they threaten to arrest you, 

mother and Pari, The warrant against you is with the Maulvi; he has shown 
+ me the warrant, I was. compelled to make an application to the Magistrate. 
e ‘Father asked, what application have you made?; The Jailor Babu instant y 
a read the application to him. Father said: ‘ Be quiet; you are innocent; God 

will save you. I willdothe needful. Never tell a lie. Your elder. brother 

_. My father then told the Jailor u: ‘Sir, see that the police.do not b 

my hes ® The Jailor Babu said: ‘Is sucha shing-eeen ‘aesahds ¥ _ 

police have no power here. Don’t be anxious.” : ieee ee 

_.. When we came out of the office room, my elder brother wept bitterly as 

he saw in what plight I was, and while weeping said .in a: loud voice: 

‘Santosh, have no fear; I will core yor from police oppression, be sure of. it, 
So long as a single pioce of brick will be left, a0 long ahall I conduct the ‘cass, 

I shall see how the Maulvi and Lalmohun have arrested you.”, 2 tit 
4 The Maulvi grew red with anger and told the Jailor Babu: ‘Why is Asu 


speaking to Santosh? Report against him.” ; 
The Jailor Babu was a very good man: he would ask the thief to steal and 
at: the same time warn the householder to be careful. He gave orders for 
removing my elder brother from the gate, and the orders were instant ly er : 
obeyed. | Elder brother went into the hackney carriage‘and took his seatinside, o.oo 
_\-" My father said: “‘ Maulvi Saheb, you know my son to be quite innocent. = tt” 
Why, then, have you so much ¢#¢ to compel him to tell lies?” ee gti | 
“The Magistrate wants you, come” saying this the Maulvi and Lalmohun i 


. 


came out of the gate and went away, and: the Chief Warder took me. with 


he 
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SANJIVARI, 
Aug, 5th, 1909. 


Daity H1TAVADI!. 
Aug. 6th, 1909 


MiHiR-O-SUDHAKAR. 


Aug. 6th, 1909. 


BasvuMATI, 
August 7th, 1909. 


Ntwag, . 
August 8rd, 1909, 


(10m) 


him and'pr Py svutesdnnty solitary elles: Dhie- 1 may. tether had gi 
me|two dhuties and -one+coat: Y hich the Jeilor- Babu; "tie to.take wit 
When I entered the cell, the Warder shut the door and went away. {| «..»-. 
I put off the coarse dirty dhuti of the fare mnieh: T-wore. and thonghb 
the warrant, of arrest as I.saton the, cot. . | -hallucination aed 
to be dancing before my eyes. I was.at Big mint a eaide what, shonld: be : done, 
J was slants with fear,and. mournfull Firs tied pt ed to. God dap 1 all fear. 
Here. ends the sixth. canto . entitled “ ntimidation” of, aa novel: 6 the 
jail experiences of f Bentooke , 


( d)— Education. 


20. In reporting how the Aligarh College suthonities. were badd con- 
a il de strained to view [ono re ten af ante their 
san new: , thie’ Sanjiva alcutta’} of the 5th 

wey peer. owrited‘that:now "perhaps ps ' the "Musalmang, 
who were such ‘ardent etiyporters of Lord Ourzon, féel thé effeot of His Lord- 


shi be 

9 Ponti Daily tavads FCalcutta) of thé Oth August thinks it ¢ tite strange; 
__| that while’ the’ Inspéctar’ ‘of Schocls, ° Burdwan 
‘ ae on ppmemeaeee ‘Division, has fixed: the ‘fees’ for the tests for ‘the 
rae _____ Entrance eupplementary'exemivation at’ Rs,! 4, 'the 
Inspector of Schools;’ Presidéhey Division ‘has set it it Re, 6. “Besides the: former 
Inspector ‘of Schools, ‘will ‘be'satisfied if the examinees’ were ‘identified ‘by the 

Head-master of the H ooghly Branch School, while the latter wants thent’to. ‘be 
mere Ot some Assistant ‘in his‘ office. : 

he Mi hit-o- Sudha tr f Calenttn) of ’ thie 6th ‘August says that’ the 
new’ regulations ‘have ‘luid ‘the’ axe: at thé rout ‘of 
The ’ Matricuation ‘and.Inter-') Muhammiadan! education.’ Whilé “the ‘Hindus 

mafiote, Reneinetions at “hive to’ study ‘three © languages, viz., ‘> Bengali, 
pglish and‘ Sanskrit; the 'Bitthsimmadeitis chive 
to study ‘five, viz., ‘Bangali “English; Persian; Arabic and Urdu. |: The Persian 
and: Arabic’ courses are’ “pélieved to ‘be’ extremely difficult. ' As a'consequenve, 
Mubammedan’ students'‘are giving’ up the ‘study"‘of Persians’ Those who 
have: passed ‘ the keener Examinations; : up’ Persiati‘as' their ‘wevond 
language ; how then, can they take-up’ Afabic’ ‘at the' Intermediate?» The 
University snihoirties should take‘up’ “tis ‘question and eome to" batisfactory 


solution‘as soon’ as possible. - 
writes the’ Barumati [Gatcintta) “of 


23.°° The Ranchi age Scheme, v ‘of ‘the 
ES ~%th August’ has ‘after’ all been abatidoned;’ ‘és the 
’ go Neheme. - Governméiit of India is unable: to “find mony’ for 
Indeed: there ‘was: sbailptely no ‘earthly ‘reason for ‘such’ att institution, 
aiid as it’ was’ ‘only for er; Mg ‘noodles: ‘Its ‘‘faté has, however, 
been too much for Dr. Asutosh Saraswati; and when‘at'the moéting teoontly 
held at' Belvedere to discuss the scheme; Raja’ Piyari ‘Mohan ‘Mukerjée objected 
to the: establishment of ith a ‘college; ‘the ‘Doctor—or « father the “ Double 
Doctor ”—flew into a rage apd séolded’ the Raja, who is ‘old enough’td ‘b 
father. ‘ All this is Ap-ke-wastetsm with a‘ vengeatice.’ ‘Babu: Bhupetidra’ Nath 
Basu: was’ in favour ‘of: having ‘a’ ‘college at‘ a healthy‘ place; but “not an 
institution meant -exclusivély for aristocrats.’ ‘That is‘not a bad idea, but: let 
us not have a mahageely for Se neses'of ‘whom’ we have: = ® ‘otarfeit 


()— Lect Self- Government and ‘Municwal Administration, fg 


24, The Nihar [Contat) ofthe 8rd: ‘August reports that malarial iddowaitod a 
remittent or “typhoid type has made its:appearance 
Rod gaan of malarial fever ‘at Contai,'so long known’for itsfreedom fré 
| | i 
scourge.’ ‘The cause of this outbreak is: not "7 to 
seek. The most objectionable’ manner in which night-soil is: d d of by 
the ''mehters' ‘seems to’ be’ solely lo’ for it; ‘there being'no ¢r ching 


ground for the ore. “Phe fact is ‘that’ the Local Board: is: — 


Ae seh 


YP OMe rr 


without which sega or 
25, The. Bharst, Mira. (Galt 


will soon be carried into action, s 
. 26. Diane ot money woe lo fo at hate. mang tag Pk g 
[Banki par} the 8th August, during the recent soe, i, 
Municipal election in Pates. election of Municipal Commissioners’ for securing . 
votes. Several of the shop-keepers made enough money for merry-making. tape: 
27. A correspondent writes to the eters Vartavaha {( aloutta S. Fee 
2 the 10th August to draw the attention of the aug. 10tn, 1909. 
nr me wages authorities to the desirability of prohibiting the 
| atersed of steeping jute in the Padma stream, in 
the Basirhat and Baraset Subdivisions, in the interest of the health of es 
Morale living on its banks, Already the local public health has been seriously 
njured by this practice and to prevent farther deterioration prompt action is. 
led for. 


Railways and Communications, including Canals and Ievigation.. 
a - correspondent writes to the Daily Hitavadt [ Calcutta} of the 4th vamr armvaor, 


August to draw attention to the hardship caused to x¢- 4th, 1900. 
ode cepebever agoned the cultivators of the villages of . . Gurbari, 
Malbandhi, Mahindar, Keotara, Dastampur, Sankarpur, Benat , ete, in 


Se rn nt en ee er | 


the Hooghly and Burdwan Districte by the failure of the sathonities in charge: 
of the Eden Canalto supply them with. adequate water for irrigating _- 
fields. There is an agreement between the cultivators and the canal péo 
operative for seven years for such a su pI , in return for the payment of aon 
but the canal authorities have not supplie water agequately f or i‘ last four or. 
five years repeatedly on some excuse or other. If this inadequacy cannot be 
corrected, the canal people ought to set the cultivators free from the. obligation 
of as g their rates. fe 

29. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 6th June suggests that i in future on on = Brava, 


all occasions of pressure of traffic d ame, GR, 
ee +o seasons, the Railway authorities should pen com- 
‘shears by Government to provide beforehand extra 
passenger carriages and uate medical assistance at road-side stations for 


apa who may be taken il en route. 


(4) General, 


30, Referring to the notification published over the siguneire of Sir Darwtx as 
Charles. Allen, Chief Secretary of | Government, — Ang. ath, 1900, 


Be My f Angust celebration forbidding the students from joining j boycott 
handrika 


_ @elebration meetings, the Das 
[Calcutta } of the 4th August writes :— 
. . Everything legitimate should no doubt be done to improve the arts ona 
industries of the country. But we cannot su port. the ‘participation by 
students and immature boys at meetings to be held in that connection. Those 
who are. for associating the students with such movements, are, in our opinion, 
mistaken. We cannot say that His Honour the Lieutenant-Govornor has 
acted unwisely by advisi fe students not to join such meetings. We should % 
have nothing ‘40 a. with the boycott, if the English rulers undertake to ee 
save the hey from area i from unhealthiness, We shall then be 
perfectly satisfied. | 
81. The Sri Sri Vishew Priya-o-Ananda Basar Patrita [Calouits} of the 
Sth’ August says that it does - not w. of even 
B. Baker's ir spewing and SiO ingen instance of the boycott leading to any 
serious riot. As none Sir Edward Baker's Circular 
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SANJIVART, 
Aug. 5th, 1909, 


"students. 


‘The Boyoott celebration and the . 
Government Circular. 


tary to the 


: oe 
’ * 


2. : 


writes :-— 


» the 
~ The Government is up in arms for the welfare of the student community. 


There is a saying “It is not the mother of the child, bat the mother’s sister, 


who feels for it.” But everybody knows the true character of these circulars, 
including the Risley Circular, oie page is Be bette ait 
If there has come a new spirit in India, who must serve the country, the 
young or the old? Is there any proof that our students are growing more and 
more unruly? The fact is that they have everywhere behaved with exemp 
atience and forbearance ; wherever there has been any disturbance, the police 
ave been at the bottom. This fact has been verified in many instances. 
33.. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 5th August has the following in 
reference to the official notice dissuading students 
The boycott celebration and from participating in the boycott celebration:— - 
Dee Sir Edward Baker and our Government are 
to our students participating in political agitation, processions, etc. 
he difference between School and College students, which the Risley Circular 
recognised, now disappears. Under the present Regulation, College students are 
shut out even from those rights which they enjoyed im certain cases. And 
why? Because participation in political agitation invariably creates 
excitement in the mind, and the minds of all, studying in’ schools and colleges, 
from the 5-year-old school boy to the 30-year-old youth of ‘the M.A, and 
B. L, classes, are immature. a ee ae 
We put it to Government if it can adduce adequate evidence as to students 
having committed unlawful acts as. the result of joining political meetings. 
Hundreds of such meetings have been held in the country, but how many are 
the speakers who have so far been punished for having spoken unlawfully? 
If there is-no-unlawful inmcitement—in—the speeches, how can undesirable 


O 


excitement be created in the minds of students because of their being present 


at such meetings? : anes 
In political meetings in this country, the people of the country are 
exhorted and roused to a patriotic spirit, to working for the country ; and, if 
necessary, after a review of Government measures in a lawful way, redress is 
prayed for in concert. Will Government state explicitly which of these things 
it's mproper for a student to participate in? | pas 
Government is seriously mistaken; they who give vent to the sorrows and 
pangs, the hopes and longings in their hearts at meetings and through. 
associations and agitation, act publicly—they are not anarchists—they are 
patriotic reformers. | | 
The efforts of the Government are as ineffective as mischievous; we are 
afraid lest this policy of gagging will make the flame. of secret discontent in 
the country smoulder. For this reason, we humbly request Government to 
accept the students as helpers in working for the country’s good, not to forcibly 
obstruct the course of their patriotic ardour. es scale 
To the people of the country we wish to say, that if students cannot join, 
let them, irrespective of age, come forward to serve the country with redoubled 
vigour. Let all. vow not to let the boycott celebration come to nothing’ because 
of the absence of the students. Let e¥ery one, wherever one: — be, come 
out on this day, emancipate the land ‘of his birth from ‘the hard thraldom 
(literally, snaky {coils) of foreign merchandise, stake his life even for the 
improvement of the indigenous arts and rid his country of famine, destitution 
and other unfold sorrows,” §=§ © » >.) =. | as 
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our ill yestied. to 
this, "gill or wd to pai it ede 
do. not discharge their duties. His H 
pn of the population ignore their duties, o 
ure > 
"66. ‘The Samay [Caloutta} of the 6th Kegusc 


Boyoott day and Government. nec the Boycott celébration pass off 
fully, Government is trying to get it stopped. or or reduced » to: 
they hold it to be so very objectionable, ‘all trouble: would. be 
stopping it decisively. Why is Government resorting to devious courses, 
fisteal “of this straightforward one? -It is not logical nor just. The whole 
difficulty ‘would be composed, if Government took up this straight ang pe 


line of action, 


ccna oahadibade why, da 
te of the known tale apy as sete 


86. The Basumati [Calcutta Beck the 7th A ugust writes t-— 
g that tions are 0 
The notification regarding the ho ica ain. a prepa 


oycott day engal, the 
rants reer -Lieutenant-Governor, Be Ed Edvard Baker, | 
issued a notification asking guardians of schools and college students ‘ to take 
care not to allow: students to take part in the Boycott celebration, or to 
be present at the meetings of any Association or Samiti, for it is not at “eae 
desirable that students should take part in political tion. In the. op 
of many people indeed it is not desirable that school boys should linte 
the whirlpool of politics. Many indeed are at one with Sir Edward Baker 
as regards this. But this does not a maf to college students. Why should 
those, who have attained manhood and are fit to use their own discretion 
and conscience, desist from taking part in politics? Politics is also a thing 
which deserves to be learnt. Besides, perhaps Sir Edward Baker is not aware 
of it—many of the college students in this country are men with families; 
they are in many cases themeelves guardians of sons and daughters. It does 


not, again, seem proper that simply because they are supplicants at the door 


of -the University, they shoul clad on the bank and count the waves of the 
stream of politics which overflows. its banks. “At.the European Universities; 
and even at Oxford and Cambridge in England, students discuss a 
But then the very thing which is healthy diet for the conqueror may he 
unhealthy diet for the conquered (and) this we will not deny. ‘Boaide 
in the beginning the boycott was connected with politics, it is now only a 
rotection for swadcesht, It has no connection with politics. True indeed, 
urendra Babu advised (the people) to observe the vow of boyoott. till the 
ae of Bengal was undone (literally, disappeared), but. the people of 
his country have bound themselves by the promise that they would | 
a and the boycott intact as long as the moon and the sun_ exist. Wak 
promise politics have no more any connection. The advancement of. 
nd enous industries and arts and the oeovidin of food for the nation are 
jects; the endeavour to préearve intact the stream of life, the exigtence 
of the ople of India ga Ray its sole aim, If 
descendants the seeds of this pure desire, is that an offence? Is it'so y¥ 
fatal for youths who have come of age to cultivate that feeling? Does 
not form a part of their geen O ‘ong. a the ia ead by - not declare 
; the cott to Ww the. enactment 
pe RTE? lake haw hastens boycott sc ite ood (literally, 
i ee *widen the path leading to the Ganges), go long is 
ret irne hill om which grey atte there no cause for forsaking the boycott, By 
(Rama's brother) of the wound he issuing this circular, the Gormeunent have indirectly 
had reeived in’in s battle with — admitted the le of the boycott. Itis only those 


Ravana. Hanuman, who was 
| Bras’ 


deputed. to sfotch the herb, up. = go fie pathealas . beige a vinstip he palm l¢ 
rooted the hill on itgrew, under their arms, or frequen r 
and brought the whole thing, ; Gandhamadansf of books, whom Sir E lward. 


has forbidden from j joining the Boycott celebration. And the rest, includin 


8, thongh : 


sow in the hearts of their 
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Governmént officers, ma: they 
have blessed Sir Ed “Bake 


<3 i) 38 r earth } 
his order he had mentionéd this in plait la 
parle tiie Apres a 


"  Ofias and the Boyeot.. Bo vente ons 
i) } action taken by the: Magistrates of Dacca and; Chittagong .regarding the 
iat | celebration in those places, and writes:— — 


>» Sir Edward Baker’s Circular has gone a step further than even ‘the Risley 
Circular. The latter was directed only against the teachers and Professors, but 
the former is directed against guardians as well. As for the Magistrate of Dacca 
he wants evidently to: separate the people of Eastern and Western Bengal in 
an even more pronounced fashion that was attem by Lord Curzon. It’ is 
therefore vitally for the Bengalis to help and sympathise with one 
another, no matterin what part of the Province they may be. We hear 
that Sir Lancelot Hare is now on tour, and ie delivering speeches denounc- 
ing the boycott. ‘So then :the Lieuténatit-Governor ‘of Kastern Bengal has 
uken’up the cause: of the ‘trader of hiscown country, and is anxious: to 
protect their interests which have been so vitally affected by the. boycott 
movement. We-may however téll him, that so long as'the partition of Bengal 
remains, so long will the Bengalis stick to the boycott. 
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sila 88. Referring to the :inquiries ae from ‘certain leading — of 
Aug. 7th, 1900. . -’ Dacca by the local Magistrate, as to whether any 
| ind ge. weno dom Dacesandthe ersons from Calcutta were likely to be present at 


‘the Boycott celebration to be held at Dacca, the 
Basumati wer raed of the 7th August writes:—- = ss err 
| The Magistrate held out the threat that the celebration would be gt 
if any men from Calcutta. were allowed .to take part init, If anything 
unlawful is done ina meeting, the existing law is enough to put a stop fo if. 
Besides the Government can by proclaiming a place prohibit all meetings from 
being ‘held there. What necessity was there then for the Magistrate of Dacca 
to hold out such a threat ? ‘Indeed we fail to understand what useful purpo 
is served by hurting popular feelings without any justifiable cause. = 
Derse Bravest | ee ee eee na of the 7th August, in reporting how 
: Aug. 7th, 1900. tr. Salkeld Magistrate of Dacca, lately banned 
‘ Bonigntis influence in Eastern the attendance of Calcutta leaders at all. 7th of 
ieee August celebration meetings in his district, writes 
that Mr. Salkeld is like a man possessed. This mod attempt to ampowe a 
quarantine against Calcutta influence shows that Lord Carzon’s idea of 
creating independent centres of public opinion (broached at . the time the 
artition was effected) is now at last gaing to be acted on, But i¢ is an 
impossible attempt. So long as Hindu society and religion a common 
language, a common: university and a common High Court and the existing 
facility of communications remain, so long will crores of Salkelds try in vain 
to m he keyed pose oa po Lepr Sap gta 
HIvTavani, “40. The ttavadi { Calcutta | of the 6th ee would have been 
Aug. 6th 1909, - wt : ek | lad if Lady Carzou-Wy lie’s pe i0n had been 
Lady Curzon-Wyllie’s pension. paid half and half by the Indian and British 
exchequers.° © a Y Sie Bia ie SS el . haa 
Hint Baweavast, 41. Referring to the decision of, the authorities in England that the 
Aug. 9th,1909, : yt. pension granted to Lady Wyllie will be a charge 
Jady Qurzon-Wyllie's pension. on the Indian revenues, the- Hinds Banguvasi 
[Calcutta] of the 9th August exclaims “‘ What are we to say, India itself belongs 
to Englishmen.” . : Cy Tee pecs kos Fee 
In another place the same paper observes. Subscriptions are being 
igorously collected in England to raise a memorial to the late Sir Cuarzon- 
Wyllie, but the pension to his widow will be paid faom the Indian exchequer. 
Darmix Cuaypnrrga, : 42. Now that Mr. Weston has .been permitted to avail himself of his 
Aug. 2nd, 190°, ee ee leave, writes the Daintk Chendribe COnloaste of 
siGnapore enquiry. = the 2nd August, it ‘is evident that the Midnapore 
enquiry will soon terminate. Mr. Weston wauld never. have been allowed 
to go on leave if there had been any likelihood of the enquiry proving 
dangerous to the officers of the Police. Messrs. Hakk:and Guba most likely 


will not have to come to trouble. 
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(«1007 ): | 
carried on in which all sorte of topics outsidé the question of finance are full 
discussed... During sucha debate this. year: the Ma ‘of ‘Elibank has sors 
‘It is the delibrate intention of Britain to maintain order, and if necessary 
to remove agitators from the ep of theirmalicious ‘activity’ fur'so long as 
the Government of-India ; necessary”. This’ threat, remarks the writer, 


does not frighten us at all.«iLerd Morley: is going ::to-make ‘@andry arrange: 
ments in England for Indian .students there, but the'esst’of all this will be 
eaidled on. the Indian Treasury. mes § has rightly ‘seid, ‘ India has her 
salt and grael.- If money is required Gauri Sen (the. eo will give it.” 
We have nothing to say to all this. You may do whatever you: like aud dance 
with apish joy. But when we: think that.you are our rulers, we do not like 
to see you dance. like apes, end, consequently, ‘take to vidlen'ly criticising your 
doings. The Master of Elibank has truly said :that’the Eng'ish have allowed 
us to read English literature instinct with ideas of ‘liberty: He has alco said 
‘“‘ We have allowed Indians to, draw what deductions they. thought fit, however 
inimical some of.them are te@utocracy and: foreign dominations.” We do not 
think the Master. of tlibank is right here. Every day'we s6o that the English 
are quite unwillingto take the inc vitable consequences their own deeds. All the 
present uneasiness is due to the:fact of the English being: unable to bear the 
sting of the words of Anglicised Indians. © 9° +» + © 
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49, The Government, . says the Hitvarta [Caleutia} of the 5th August, 
RO ar LP has a = age arw’ari coe 
Over a ee on: the proposed: Police Bill in way of a trial. 
ee eC _. Hf the Association : ‘votes for the Government 
propose it may be consulted in future on other measures. Should it, 


owever, object to the ‘greater portion of the Bill following the advice of 


some Pleader or Barrister-at-law, it will be lay the axe at the root of its 
future Raper. The lixelihood therefore is that the members of the Association 
will thank their stars for-baing one of those bodies considered worthy of being 


consulted. .There may beanother object in cdnsulting the Aésctlaliée. The 
majority. of ita members are cloth merchants and the swadeshi-boycott 
movement has caused them much pecuniary loss.. ‘The Bill has been framed to 
afford them protection, ‘as when it becomes law picketing near the shops of 
these merchants would not be allowec ; and‘ processions with swadeshi songs will 
not be permitted on the Bara Bazar ruads. The ‘Marwari merchants will thus 
be able to do some businéss:in foreign goods’ followed by more contracts for 
Manchester mill owners. : Is this a small gain’? Government will be pleased 
and there will be a brisk sale'of Manchester cloth. * 
50. The Bangavast [Oaloutta] of the 7th August has the following under 
Thé new Police Bill, tHe heading *! Why this severity ”?:— 
eich ac randtaascd _ « What has ‘happencd in Calcutta and the 
suburbs that the new Police Act has become a necessity? Sir Edward 
Baker has truly amazed us ‘by his present attitude: We are tempte! to ask, 
“ Are you that Baker who once: had ‘the. cotirage to dispense with special 
lice precautions. when.. starting tor.-Darfecling ?? You have served “in 
engal long and in various capacities, But the angry attitude you havé 
assumed in hurling this thunder is new:to us. Wehave so long known you 
in your calm, benignant attitude. The very excellent advice you gave 
to your subordinate. officers after you had .ascended the musnad of Bengal, 
is still ringing in our ears. Such wholesome advice inspiring such high hopes, 
uttered by the ruler of Bengal, has not greeted our ears fora long time, We 
then imagined that as you yourself were inspired by a sense of duty, so you 
asked your subordinate officers to be devoted to their duties. What a calm, 
benignant attitude you then showed? A chorus of praixe then arose from all 
lips which ‘was echoed from all quarters. It seemed as if the era of misrule 
was about to terminate, as if-real- reform of the police would be effected at 
least in Bengal. ut the Police-Act makes us ask,—Are you the same Baker 


whom we knew before? O Lordof Berigal, you have raised up high hopes ‘in 


rew [Fraser 


us. You ordered an enquiry into the Midnapore affair, Sir An 
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refused to hold such an enquiry. The ‘best men in. the district had been 
grossly insulted, persecuted and disgraced, to such an extent that none. can 
refrain from shedding tears of blood: when recalling those incidents.. Even 
the most hardhearted villain would find it impossible to restrain his tears. 
But Sie Andrew: Fraser, himself the son of padri, could not. be moved 
and refused an enqniry. What Sir Andrew Fraser did not do, you have 
done. It seemed to us then that you were a ruler of the type Bengal needed. 
But what for is this angry mood which you reveal to-day ? 

Some people are saying that it is owing to the ¢ urzon-Wyllie murder 
that your oman is taking this step. -We don’t believe it. Can it be that 
one in your high position, the highest in Bengal, should be moved by such 
an incident when there is not the slightest trace of a criminal of that type in 
Calcutta ? There have been numerous house searches in Calcutta. Have the 

lice succeeded in unearthing the slightest. trace of a political murder ? 
Why then this further increase of the powers of the police? To think that 
the police will have power to make house searches at night! Will His Honour 
deign to consider what disastrous consequences will follow if house searches 
are conducted at night? Respectable witnesses will not be available at..night. 
In the absence of such witnesses, what are not the police capable of doing in 
the darkness of night ? ; ; 

51, The Howrah Hitaishi {Howrah} of the 7th August writes :— 

What can be more uafortunate for the people #orm™ ttilar 
pote Galentta and, Suburban of this country than the fact that no matter how gataniaiias 
e (Amendment) Bill. | : 

much they may condemn all the repressive measures 
which the Government is taking and which are so unpleasant and hateful to 
the people, the Government never cares to desist from the course they have 
adopted. No wonder, therefore, that the people should be highly excited over 
this, We hear that the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 
which was placed in the hands of a Select Committee, was not approved by the 
non-official members. They raised various objections against certain clauses of 
the Bill, and also proposed to add two new.clauses which, they thought, were 
necessary in the interests of the people. But the Commissioner of Police 
objected to the addition which, he said, would be an insult to him, The Bill 
ul be passed into law on Monday next, but it is rumoured that the Police 
Commissioner has already issued orders on the assumption that it is sure to. be 
passed through the Council. It is needless to say that these orders are all 
meant to be applied against the coming Boycott celebration. in Calcutta. To 
discuss or criticise at length these whimsical rules and regulations, or the orders 
and circulars which the Sirkar Bahadur makes or issves from time to time, 
would serve no useful purpose. But.this much we must say, that measures 
which ‘are against all ideas of justice and humanity, and which are not approved 
of by the people, can never be successful.. No matter how strong the ruling 
power may be, it can never stand against the power of God. : 

In this connection we should like to know whether the prestige and 
self-interest of Mr. Halliday are to be considered more valuable than 
the welfare of the people of Calcutta, and whether the protests of all 
the non-official members are nothing in comparison with this prestige 
and this self interest of the head of the City Police. Sir Edward Baker 
takes tha people to task for their. indifference to help and co-operate with the 
Officials. But is it at all possible for the people to help the Government if 
the Government goes on trampling their opinions under foot, narrowing their 
rights and liberties, showing a reckless disregard of their convenience and 
welfare, making them the play-things of a notoriously corrupt police, and 
distrusting and despising them at every step? Does popular co-operation 
with officials mean serving as spies of the pouce and helping them in their 
crusade for the- destruction of little boys? Is all this likely to make the 
country quiet and peaceful? Let us tell Sir Kdward Baker that if the 
Government does not hesitate to place any trust in the people, if they (the 
people) are left in the enjoyment of their just rights and. privileges, if they 
are admitted into high posts in the administration acc»rding as her deserve, 
if the united prayers and protests of the people cease to be considered as. of 
no value against the prestige of a police officer, it is.then only that the 

Government can expect co-operation from the people, it is then only that 


t 
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they ean be rightly held responsible for the maintenange of the peace, it ig 
then only that their loyalty and their power oan be put to the test, But do 
not let the Government make itself ridiculous by eneouraging despotism and 
indulging in high flowa langusge to blame others for the mischievous 
consequences of its own aets, We are quite sure that if the police rule in 
Calcutta be made more powerful than jt now is, the present unrest jn the 
country will be increased a hundredfold, The Police Act will no doubt put 
a stop. to public meetings, processions, ete., which are quite lawful, but it 
will in stopping what is just and lawful give mee to others which are quite 
the contrary. We hope that the Government will see its way to think 
calmly over what we bave said. 

52. Whatever worthy camper ah og Galante’ ~~, y pi vidawe the 

: wa ono Bangaban aicutta| of the srd Angust, in 

The Indian Factories Bills. or nting the Factories Bill before the loailel 
Council, there can be no question that Government ought to dispel any donbts 
that may arise in the mind of the public concerning it,, That there are 
great doubts about its beneficial character and the real object of the Govorn- 
ment may be taken for granted. Who knows that Manchester is not pluying 
a game like the one it played at thetime when the 33 per cent. countervailling 
cotton duties were imposed at its bidding ? 

53. The Hitvarta (Calcutta | of the 5th Angust considers the introduction 

a of the Factory Billin the Supreme Legislative 

che Factory Bill in the Supreme Council as an outcome of the selfish agitation 

ans of the Manchester mill-owners, who could not 

brook to see the prosperity of the Bombay, Nagpur or Ahmedsbad cloth 

mills, owing to the swadeshé boycott movement in this country. No doubt at 

ve commencement of this agitation the labourers were mace to work extra 
ours, | } 

Although we are not the advocates of over-working the labourers or 
making them work against their will; but if the extra labour is paid for, or if 
the labourers work of their own accord, no one can complain of it, So ata 
time when efforts were being made to improve the country’s industries, the 
labourers did nothing wrong if they worked extra hours at a small sacrifice in 
way of their health; but the iddeathoesidie of Manchester and Lancashire 
considered it wrong on the part of the mill-owners. The Times of Jndig not 
being pleased with the swadeshi boycott movement, began to howl tothe effect 
that great wrong was being perpetrated on the poor labourers. Well! this 
afforded a nice opportunity to the mill-owners of England, who approached 
Lord Morley with an appeal in the name of humanity on behalf of the Indian 
labourers. The result isa new Bill. Since the Goyernment means to pass 
this Bill, we must know its object. Mr. Johnson, the Chairman of the 
Cawnpur Chamber of Commerce, wrote to say that those who knew the 
condition of the English labourers, were of opinion that the labourers of this 
country ought to raise an agitation for the protection of their brethren 
in England. ‘ A woman who lovesa child more than its mother should be 
considered es a witch,” so goes the English proverb. According to this proverb 
an agitation of the Lancashire people is not sn outcome of any human feelings, 
but is due to selfishness, The Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson admitted that 
when a Commission was enquiring into the labour question, the labourers did 
not ask for any such law; but do they ask for it now? Just as the Bengal 
Government did not see the necessity of amending the Police Act before 
but sees it now, so has the necesgity of a factory law cropped up in the course 
of these four or five years. As the object of the former is to stop all politics! 
movements, so this stifling of the cloth industry in this country is the object 
of the latter and this is honest (lit., mischievous) swadeshi. 

In his first speech in the Bengal Council Sir Edward Baker told the 
Members that the Civilian officials will have to curtail the use of the power 
invested in them in order to make the reform scheme a success, but the elephant 
has two sets of teeth, one for show and the other for masticating its food ; a0 
we have seen the first set; let us see the other. ‘The Council reforms, if the 
can be so called, will come into effect probably by February next. The officials 
however, do not find it easy to resist the temptation of deriving to the fullest 
extent the advantage that they can have from the present unreformed Council. 
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The reformed Council will have a non-official majority, and it is possible it 
may not vote for some of the Government measures, Isit not then a stroke 
of wisdom to achieve as much as possible during the short time at the disposal ? 
Sir Edward Baker is just now acting on this principle. Two Bills were intro- 
duced in hot haste in the Bengal Council, the one relating to the Excise and 
the other relating to the Police. The former is already law, and the 9th 
August has been fixed for the passiug of the other. 

What respect will be shown to public opinion during Sir Edward Baker's 
regime is apparent from the way in which the Excise Act has been passed. It 
is more than a year that Dr. Bhandarkar approached the Governor of Bomba 
praying that the deputation led by him might be allowed to picket the people 
who were given to drinking; but the Governor, although sympathasing with 
the object, declined to accord the permission sought. The reason is, the 
Government cannot sacrifice revenue. ‘This very thing happened in the 
Bengal Council the other day. All the amendments proposed by the non- 
official members were rejected. The Hon’ble Member introducing the Bill 
declined to give his reasons for his refusal. When Sir Edward Baker does 


not hesitate to be so indifferent to non-official members, how does he expect any © 


co-operation from the subject-people. The most important amendment proposed 
was that the Collectors of revenue should not possess the power of granting 
licenses, for their sole object would be to try to increase the revenue. This is 
revealed by what Mr, Geake, the Excise Commissioner, has said in his report for 
1904-05, thus the Government officer has himself let the cat out of the bag. 
54, The Sanjtvan —— of the 5th August, while prepared to conceive 
that limitation of working hours im the factories 
is desirable in countries circumstanced like 
England, is yet constrained to say that such limitations will seriously hamper 
the infant industrial enterprise of India. And it is inexplicable why, against 
the recommendations of the Factory Commission and in the absence of any 
demand for shorter hours from the operatives themselves and of proof that 
their health has deteriorated because of the present hours of work, Govern- 
ment should undertake legislation on the lines it proposes, | 
55. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
tees Shite taceeien ie 5th August says that the Indian Factories Bill has 
ee given rise to all sorts of misgivings in the minds 
of the people because they do not see the authorities proposing any law for the 
relief of those millions in the country who suffer from year’s end to year’s end 
from drinking unwholesome water and starvation and all sorts of diseases. 
56. In commenting on the proposed Factory legislation, the Samay 
‘i ro” ern Neen of the 6th August writes :—Indian 
on PO SAOory esi’ Tabourers and will-owners will be seriously injured 
by the proposed legislation. Labourers will lose 
their overtime work allowances and factory owners will suffer from a diminished 
outturn from their machinery. One cannot understand why this restriction 
of work hours is to be confined only to cloth mills and not extended to factories 
of other sorts like jute mills, ete. For the operatives in these latter certainly 
suffer in health from excessive hours of work. And all this in the face of the 
distinct recommendation of the Factory Commission against any legal interfer- 
ence with hours of work. After this it is quite apparent that the purpose of 
the authorities is to hamper the outturn of cheap swadesht cloths. A thunder- 
bolt in the shape of this unjust legislation is being hurled on our heads! 
57. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 6th August in referring to the 
3 | proposed legislation for shortening the hours of 
PR proposed Factory Legisla- work at textile factories dwells on the small chance 
there is of any material alteration in the lines of 
the legislation already outlined as the result of pressure of public opinion, and 
recalls how the Hon’ble Mr. Nugent, speaking on behalf of Government in 
Council in 1891, when the —— Factories Act was under discussion, claimed 
for that law a finality which the Hon’ble Mr. Harvey now denies to it. 


Factory legislation. 


58. The Basumati | Calcutta} of the 7th August comments on the Indian 
Factories Bill as follows :— 

Coolies in the spinning and weaving factories in 
India are generally overworked and have to work amidst insanitary surroundings. 


~ The Indian Factories Bill. 
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This tells very seriously on their health, especially on thatof children and 
women. So the benign Government 18 going to pass a Billthe object of which— 
and a very noble object it js, no doubt—is to alleviate the sufferings of these 
coolies. We must, however, remark that the means which the Government 
wishes to adopt for the attainment of this end will do nobody any good, we should 
rather think that it would be productive more of evil than of anything else, 
The Indian textile industry is still in its infancy and it cannot as yet be said 
to be free from the diseases and disorders to which every infant is liable. If 
now it is to be bound by a law, as hard as thunder, which is more than even 
advanced industries can bear, it will be placed in a position of tke greatest 
risk and may, in fact, meet with its doom at any moment. ‘Twenty lakhs of 
coolies are now employed in the Indian spinning and weaving factories, and 
If the Indian cloth industry is ruined it will mean the ruin of twenty lakhs of 
families. In these circumstances a Government which is ever ready to do 
good to the people ought not to bind the rising incustry of India by the 
serpent coil of law. Why the Government is desirous of enacting this law 
is more than we can comprehend. We believe that so far as the coolies 
themselves are concerned they have never asked for such a law, nor has the 
Hon’ble Mr. Harvey dared to say that they have, They aro rather against 
the passing of the law. So far we have never heard of any case in which 
coolies have lost their health owing to overwork. The public have never 
complained that the existing Facteries Law is not sufficient for all practical 
purposes. We have, therefore, to see what it is that has led the Government 
to think of the new Bill. No one denies that the Government, which is 
desirous of the welfare of the people, can of its own accord enact any law that 
will do good to the people. But the Government ought in such a case to consult 
the public which are most vitally concerned in the matter. We know that on 
@ previous occasion the weavers of Lancashire shed copious tears at the distress 
of Indian coolies. They expressed the opinion that as hard work breaks the 
health of Indian coolies the Government ought to take steps to save them 
(the coolies) from the cruel treatment to which they are subjected by their 
employers. At the time when Lancashire weavers were melting with kindness 
for Indian coolies, many persons in India feared that some new Factories law 
would be passed, for thanks to the policy which led to the imposition of excise 
duties on Indian cotton, Indians know full well what the real significance of 
this sort of kindness is. It cannot be denied that the establishment of weaving 
factories in India has caused not a little fear in the hearts of the cloth 


heartrending oppression which used to be committed on poor labourers in 
England even so recently as the beginning of the 18th century. Little 
children had to work half-naked in mines for 16 hours at a stretch. Even 
four years old boys had to work day and night in narrow and filthy places. 
Pregnant women had to work for 20 hours in mines where air and light were 
commodities practically unknown. Within a week of giving birth to a child 
@ woman would have to return to work in the foul atmosphere of a mine. In 
places poor women had to work in knee-deep water, the heat of which was 
almost unbearable. These and many other facts are all recorded in the 
Report of the Mines Commission. But can a single instance be shown in 
which women and children in India have been cruelly treated as above ? It 1s 
not likely that Indian coolies will be able to earn their livelihood with @ 
less amount of labour in any other field of work than what they have at 
present to do at factories, in case they come to lose their employment in these 
factories? If that be so, will not the object the Government has in view, 
namely, to better their condition, be frustrated? Coolies who work in factories 
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are not bound to their employer by any contract and they are at liberty to go 
and seek for saslorest dineian if the work in textile factories be too hard 
for them. Mr. Harvey has in a way admitted that the covlies themselves are 
opposed to the idea of fixed hours of labour. Why then does the Government 
think that the coolies are overworked simply because the Times of India says 
that they are? The Government had better turn its attention to cases where 
the coolies are bound to their masters by sn agreement. If the hours of 
work in factories are shortened, owners of factories will have to incur a great 
loss and the production of Indian-made cloths will be rendered more costly. 
These circumstances, coupled with the hard competition which India has to 
face in the textile industry, are sure to beset it with great difficulties. The 
Factory Commission was opposed to the limiting of the hours of labour for 
adults, which, it thought, was quite unnecessary and likely to hamper the 
advancement of Indian industries. It is, therefore, strange that the Govern- 
ment should be about to do the very thing which the Factory Commission was 
opposed to. The law, again, is meant only for textile factories and not for 
jute presses or cotton presses. Is there then anything to show that hard work 
in jute presses or cotton presses does not do any harm to the health of. coolies ? 
Or is there in any civilised country any special law for regulating the hours of 
work in textile factories? Indeed Mr. Harvey’s speech, while introducing the 
Indian Factories Bill, has taken us by surprise. We will speak more oni this 
subject later on. 


59. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th August has the following 
The Factory Bill criticism on the Bill noted in the margin :— 

Apparently the Bill is a model of extreme 

solicitiousness of the Government for the welfare of poor labourers, but a 
close scrutiny into its provisions would reveal its highly injurious character 
to the cotton mills of India. The swudesht agitation has resulted in a heavy 
fall in the sale of foreigh cloth in this country. On the other hand, the 
demand for cloth made here being great and the labour cheap the Indian mills 
are growing prosperous, and this prosperity is a thorn in the eyes of the 
English weavers, Seeing no other way of arresting it, they have raised the 
cry of the labourers in India being over-worked, and their cry has moved the 
Government, otherwise there was no necessity for revising the Factory Act 
which was amended only 18 years ago reducing the hours of work from 14 
to 13, and the Bombay Government giving out that there was no possibility 
of any further change in the law in future; but the value of that statement 
has been allowed to be lost now. Sir Henry Adamson stated at the time of 
introducing the Bill in the Council that the work of the labourers had 
considerably increased since the swadesht agitation began in 1905. Let us 
now examine how the proposed law would affect the cloth industry of this 
country. Under the 13 hours rule the labourers got fairly sufficient time for 
performing their ablutions and taking their meals. But the proposed law 
restricting the hours to 12, between 6-30 a.m. and 7 P.™M., will give them an 
interval of only half.an-hour, which will by no means be sufficient for the above 
purpose. As an hour to an hour-and-a-half at least would be indespensably 
necessary for ablution and meals, the hours of work under the proposed law 


would be practically reduced to 10 or 103 hours for which the labourers will | 


have to be paid full wages. Besides, the mills will not be able to take full 
advantage of the sunshine, which in this country lasts for about 134 hours 
during seven months out of 12 in the year, as no mills would be allowed to 
commence work before 6-30 in the morning or continue it after 7 in the 
evening. For five months or so the sun rises before 5 p.m., and the mill-owners 
used to stop work before 6-30, and thus saved expenses of lighting the factory. 
Under the proposed law they will have to make lighting arrangements all the 
year round, and the expenses will reflect on the prices of cloth to the 
ae ve of 15 to 16 per cent., and so the object of English weavers would be 
ained. , 

: The kind eye of the Government is never cast on the tea plantations of 
Assam, Railway workshops and harbours, where the labourers are generally 
made to do hard work all the night ; but it is the cotton labourers alone on 
whom that eye has been cast. Such being the case, a thousand protests from 
the people would not prevent the proposed Bill from becoming law. 
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59a. This journal questions the necessity of the Factory Act in the face of 
ii’ - the adverse opinion of the Commission which sat 

ee to enquire into it four years ago, otherwise the 
the paper asks what was the use of ap ointing the Commission at all ? The 
Commissioners are alleged to have said that such an Act would throw obstacles 
in the way of the working of the mills, cause inconvenience to labourers, and 
injuriously affect the country’s industrial development. 

60. The Bir Bharat (Calcutta) of the 8th August virtually reproduces 

the arguments of the Astvaria of the 5th August 
— on the Factory Bill. 

61. Referring to the Indian Factories Bill, the Ekata (Calcutta) of the 
ou; teins acieetes ta 9th August says :—~- 

o indian Zactories Sai. The object of the Bill isto reduce the working 
hours of the labourers in the weaving millsin India totwelve. But who wanted 
this reduction ? According to Mr. Harvey, who introduced the Bill in the 
Legislative Council, neither millowners nor labourers wanted it. Mr. Harvey 
said that if labourers could speak out their minds, they would have supported 
the Bill. But the question is, had they spoken out their minds would they 
have been heard ? 

A new law is going to be passed, because our rulers cannot bear the sight 
of labourers losing their health by working long hours. But what are they 
doing for the lakhs who are dying of starvation and of diseases generated by 
insufficient nourishment ? Why does not the milk of kindness flow from their 
hearts at the sight of famine-stricken people and of people dying for want of 
medicines and suffering for want of clothing in winter and shelter in the 
rains ‘ 

Reduction in the hours of labour will nece reduce the income of 
labourers. The consequence of this will be thet labourers will be obliged to 
live on insufficient and unwholesome food. Will the harm tius caused be less 
than that of two hours of excessive labour ? 

We ask, is the health of factory labourers so feeble as to make legislation 
imperatively necessary for them? Are the bodies of those who work day and 
night in Government offices made of adamant ? Does not their health suffer 
from overwork ? Mr. Harvey regrets that there are no Labour Unions in this 
country which can ventilate the grievances of labourers. But does he honestly 
mean what he says? As a matter of fact there is a Printers’ Union in 
Calcutta which is looked upon with the greatest disfavour by the authorities. 
From all this it appears that the Bill is not the outcome of an honest desire 


to relieve the hardships of labourers, Why is no attention paid to the case 


of miserable tea garden coolies ? 

62. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th August, referring to the passing 
of the Excise Bill, regrets to notice that in this 
first piece of legislation, for which Sir E. Baker 1s 
responsible, His Honour has failed to show the generosity, and desire for the 
ee good, and respect for public opinion, which people expected from 

im in view of his declaration in Council some time ago about the duties of 
Civilians under the Reform scheme. Indeed the course of legislation in the 
present case exhibited no deference whatever to public opinion. Rather 
official autocracy got free play. Unofficial amendments were pushed aside 
by Government summarily, without it even being held necessary to assign 
reasons. If this is not autocracy, what is? Furthermore, the sudden hurry 
of Government in pushing through an admittedly difficult and intricate piece of 
legislation like this is inexplicable. Considering that this legislation had an 
intimate bearing on the interests, mural and pecuniary, of all sections of the 
population, it should have been passed after adequate consideration of the 
popular views. A few hours of so called debate extending over two or three cays 
were all the consideration which Sir Edward could give it, however. This, 
on the part of one who urged his fellow-Civilian to resort more und more to 
Persuasion! After all, what harm would have been done if this legislation, 
which had been so long under consideration had been postponed till the recon- 
stitution of the Council ? Would a few months’ more delay have brought the 
world to its end? And yet was not such a postponement called for if there 
was any reality in Sir Edward Baker’s talk of deference to public opinion e 


The recent Excise legislation. 
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The new police legislation should in a similar way have been put off for debate 
by the new Council. That Government shows no desire to do this indicates that 
it is ina burry to get legislation accepted ou its own lines exactly by the existing 
Council avoiding all risk of obstruction bY the new Council. Government may, 
indeed, urge in the case of the Excise Bill that the Silect Committee’s report on 
it has long been before the public, but then these reports are not very easily 
accessible to the public, and they assign no reasons for their recommendations 
and can thus give no satisfaction to the people. 
Turning now to a detailed consideration of the Excise Act, it 18 


to be observed that no civilised Government ever did or can encourage 


drinking. In India, the Hindu and the Musalman sacred books prohibit 


- drinking, and drinking was never encouraged or tolerated under either 


Hindu or Musalman rulers--so the evil effects of drinking never manifested 
itself in this country before the advent of the English. Of course, it 
is not that liquor was unknown in the country in the days of Hindu or 
Musalman rules. But the fact is undeniable that the habit of drinking 
has been freely practiced in the land since the commercemernt of British rule. 
The iutroduction of English education operated at first to encourage 
drinking amongst men who held it to bea praiseworthy form of imitating 
their teachers. Among the educated the habit has since largely died out. 
But it is growing among the lower classes of the population. Englishmen 
profess that they have not encouraged drinking, and that the growth in the 
habit is due to the increasing occidentalisation of the Orient. It is true that 
the change ot the modes of old oriental life and the decay of religious feelings 
which have come about with the passage of time are partially operating causes 
in this direction. But no knowing man will admit that the English have 
not encouraged drinking. Though rulers of the land, they have traded 
in liquor and sold liquor to their subjects, and under English rule the evil 
effects of the drinking habit have first fully manifested themselves. Poverty 
and crime, the inevitable accompaniments of this habit, now exist in the 
land to an extent unapproached before. So Englishmen never can deny 
responsibility for introducing the free sale of liquor in India. 

The existing official arrangements in regard to the sale of liquor are 
such that high Excise officials earn a good name with Government if they can 
augment the income from such sale. And increase of income necessaril 
postulates extended sale--so the Excise officials try to make liquor easily avail- 
able, with the result that the uneducated and the half-educated succumb to 
the temptation so placed within their reach. Government, while it applauds 
in the columns.of the Gazette the district officials who show year after year 
developing incomes from liquor-shops, recks not the ruin the people suffer in 
consequence. This is how the Excise Department works, And yet it 
claims to discourage drinking. AsGovernment hasa monopoly of the liquor 
trade, it can easily cure the people of the drinking habit, if only it makes up its 
mind to face some pecuniary loss itself. If, however, Government is not 
prepared to incur this loss, but rather is on the look-out always for means to 
augment its iucome from this source, does it not lay itself open to the blame of 
doing harm to the people by encouraging the drinking habit? The English 
attitude in this respect bas brought the Government into serious disrepute—for 
their predecessors, the Hindus and the Musalmans, never tolerated sinful practices 
of this sort. Mr. Macpherson, of the Board of Revenue, and other officials have 
time and often declared that Government seeks to promote temperance, but 
is not prepared to go the length of total prohibition. This is the precept, and 
what the practice is will be apparent from that part of Mr. Geake’s 
report on his Department for 1904-05, in which he condemns the 
Excise officials of Birbhum, because the income from the sale of liquor 
had dwindled there. This paragraph is a telling commentary on the sincerity 
of the official professions in favour of promoting temperance. The fact is 
ht eager oy to see its income develop. 

The evil in this respect may be remedied only by placing the licensi 
functions in hands other than those of the Resenan eatin” es 


is not prepared, however, to accept this solution, so we are forced to the 
conclusion that the new legislation did not aim at discouraging, and would 


not actually discourage, the drinking habit, but was meant to augme:t the 
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income of the State. With this object, date trees are henceforth to be taxed. 
as will also be toddy dealers. And the Excise Commissioner is to be freed 
from the control of Divisional Commissioners and District Magistrates. This 
is really a very fine way of promoting temperance. Drink all of you to 
your hearts’ content and call for three cheers for Sir Edward Baker, Unless 
you drink liquor, how can the depleted Exchequer of Bengal be replenished ? 


IV.—NATIVE STATES, 


63. In noticing that the Raja of Nabha bas probibited his subjects from 
ce _ gubseribing to any newspaper, the Bharat Bandiy 
ee probibited in [Calcutta] of the 4th August asks: “ Why has the 
abha, 
whole brunt of your wrath come down upon the 
newspapers ?”’ 
64. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 6th August, in referring to the action 
of the Travancore Darbar in pushing through a 
Punitive Police Act and Arms Act on the lines of 
those obtaining in British India, if not worse in certain respects, through the local 
Legislative Council, in the face of the opposition of the non-official menbers, 
writes that this love of the English on the part of tho Darbar is amazing. 
One can easily imagine how far such flatterly and imitativeness are deserving 
of praise, 
. 65. Hearing the rumour that Government is about to restore to its ruler, 
ie possession of tbat portion of the Nabha State 
A proof of a great liberality. = Gonfiscated by it in one of the Sikh wars the Bharat 
Mitra (Caleutta] of the 7th observes that the restoration would certainly be 
a proof of great liberality on the part of the Government. 

66. Referring to the oy, which a aged in pzeroneors over the 

“ oF i ourt’s order for the arrest and prosecution 

seine ae of sootain police officers, the Basumati ‘[Csleutta’ 
of the 7th August writes :— , 

We are at a loss to understand why the Executive all over India are 
anxious to protect the Police who are notoriously corrupt. The Mysere 
Executive flouted the order of the High Court so far that they did nothing 
for two months and-a-half to punish the police. The matter is indeed quite 
disgraceful. 


Recent Travancore legislation. 


V.—-PROSPECTs OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


67. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th August draws the attention of 

Attend conse to Waldo the Hon’ble Sir Lancelot Hare to the alleged 

, ' fact that large numbers of Sonthals and Rajvansis 

in the Malda district are living on leaves, and that one man was recently 

compelled to sell his eleven. years old daughter in order to purchase food with 
the money thus obtained, 


VI.— MisceLl.ANEOUS. 


68. The 7th day of August, writes the Wihar [Contai] of the 3rd August, 
: ig an ever memorable day in the national life of 
A eae re ene Bengal. The poet struck the right cord when he 
sang. 
** My goddess, my devotion, 
My ‘Aang O my country.” 
The editor trusts that in the Midnapore district the boycott will be 
celebrated in every place where it was celebrated in previous years. 
69. The Bangabandhu Calcutta] of the 8rd August bestows the highest 
A suggestion to select Babu omer m8 Rage agit a —_ ng es ae 
Aanchditl dha cn. cate earning, his high intellectual powers, his gre 
ep beady ool ayo ig force of Bree. and his unselfish devotion to the 


country’s cause, and suggests that in consideration 


hest 
reat 


the 


tion 
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of the sacrifices he has already made for the country, he should be made 
president of the boycott celebration meeting or the 7th of August, 

70. The Bangsbandhu [Calcutta] of the 3rd August writes :— 

It is of the utmost importance that the boy- 
The 1H ANGE OTE: oats day should be observed. It will enhance our 
national glory, and national ideas and self-respect will be rekindled by it. 

The vagaries of the police and the magietracy have almost broken our 
backbones, The police are persecuting and humiliating us. Will nothing be 
done to remedy all this? Are we to pass our days in darkness and silence for 
fear of the police? Are we to do whatever the police bid us? The police 
will say, let there be no meeting and immediately the people’s meeting will 
be stopped. How strange this must be! Last year the Lieutenant-Governor 
listened to the complaints of the police and prohibted the boycott meeting. 
Are we to shake with fear and give up the meeting this year too? Never. 

We have learnt to value free speech and freedom of the press from the 
English. Why should public meetings be prohibted? If the police be 
actuated by ad, why should not the public also cherish such zid? Let it be 
commuleel. by a practical test which party possesses greater moral force. 
Who is to demonstrate on which side lie truth and justice? The two great 
leaders of the boycott celebration are not now in our midst. Surendranath is 
now on the seas and Babu Krishna Kumar, havin; fallen a victim to the wrath 
of the rulers, now lies confined in the Agra Jail. But is the celebration in- 
augurated by them to be abandoned because of their absence ? : 

Bengalis, do not lower yourselves in the eyes of God and man, do not 
cover yourselves with indelible disgrace by abandoning the celebration of thie 
auspicious day. Ifthe Lieutenant-Governor or the Magistrate disperses the 
meetings, let us gather in our houses and in our temples, and celebrate 
the 7th of August, and prey to God for our country’s prosperity. 

71. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 4th August writes that active prepara- 

tions are afoot in the two Bengals to prevent 

Boycott celebration. ho yeott day from being celebrated, In Calcutta 

city, Mr. Halliday has directed policemen to parade all thoroughfares on the 
day in question to stop and seize those going to the festivities. he briskness 
and determination they are displaying in this connection may be gauged from 
the fact that policemen are warning their acquaintances not to come out to 
the streets on Saturday next. In short a repetition of the scenes which took 
lace at Beadon Square two years ago or at Barisal four years ago is what we 
al forward to. : 

Not content witb all these police arrangements, schoolboys and school 
authorities have been sternly admonished not to join in the boycott celebration 
on pain of exclusion from examinations and disaffiliation, The situation is 


puzzling and serious. Will then the whole celebration come to naught this 


time? God alone knows. 
72, The Daily Hitavadi { Calcutta] of the 4th August writes :— 
We are glad that the Englishman and the Statesman 
have openly called for an official] prohibition of the 
Boycott anniversary. Had they used pleasant language, we should have been 
filled with vauge alarms for the future. As it is, we expect Government will 
now directly stop the celebrations or get the police to make them practically 
impossible. Of course, the people of Bengal now labour under so many dis- 
ahilities that they need not be afraid of one more. But would Government be 
acting wisely in ordering such a prohibition? In view of the general spread 
of the swadesht boycott idea among all classes of the popasisop , any attempt 
to eradicate it from the popular mind is foredoomed to failure and can only 
create » feeling of annoyance and of excitement among the people. In any 
case we oan ewalt nly any action Government may take in this connection, 
for “ suffering is the ha ge of our trike.” 
73. The Kelyant [Bagerhat' of the 4th August urges the people of the 
| | poustry $0 udequately celebrate the anniversary 
The boycott annivergary. of the boycott, for the boycott has done immense 
good to the country and is calculated to drive foreign commerce out of the 
country. Of course foreign merchants will try to harass and persecute the 
people of the country for the boycott; but as the question is one of life and 
death to the latter they should remain firm. 


Boycott day. 


BANGABANDRU, 
Aug. 3rd, 1909. 


Nayak, 
Aug, 4th, 1909. 


Dally HiTavapi, 
Aug. 4th, 1909. 


KaLyasl, 


@ Aug. 4th, 1909, 


TIRHUT SaMACHABR, 


Aug. 5th, 1909. 


SanNsIVANI, 
Aug. Sth, 1909. 


NaYAK, 
Aug. 5th, 190%. 
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74. The Tirhut Samachar [Muzaffarpur] of the 5th August notices that 

| the anniversary of the boycott day is going to be 

Anniversary of the boycott day. 1414 on the 7th August in Calcutta with a greater 

zeal on account of the acquittal of the patriot Babu. Arobindo Ghose. Mr. 

J. Choudhri and others have circulated a notice, inviting the public to attend 
the meeting. 

75. The Sanjivant (Calcutta) of the 5th August publishes the notice 
urging a proper celebration of the 7th ofAugust 
all over Bengal issued by certain Bengali leaders, 
noticed in paragraph 65 of the Report on Native papers for the week ending 
the 7th August 1909. 

76. ‘he following is a literal translation of a communicated article which 
has appeared in the Nayak [Calcutta] of the th 
August :— 


‘The 7th of August celebration. 


“ Tho boycott.” 


Tae Boycott. 


Brother Hindu and Musalman inhabitants of Bengal, remember to-day 
again the story of the partition of Bengal. Remember to-day once again how, ° 
made restless by the pang of the heart in the garb of beggars, with plaintive 
voices and with cloths round your necks (a sign of abject supplication), you 
wept for its annulment, at the doors of the rulers. Remember the deafness of 
the officials to the loud cries of the beggars, added to the merciless chastise- 
ment with hard (lit., adamantine) words, to the severe punishment of deporta- 
tion without relatives, friends and well-wishers, that has been inflicted on your 
leaders, who are your equals (?) and who have hearts that feel for others, as a 
recompense for that expression of sorrow. Then you will understand that 
the boycott is the Brahmastra (the most potent weapon) of the disarmed, 
the most valuable jewel of the helpiess poor, the greatest strength of the weak. 
Then you will understand that the boycott of foreign articles is the foundation 
of rock of national advancemeut, then you will understand that the boycott 
of foreign articles which is the death-dealing rod calculated to humble the 

ride of the haughty, is the tongue of the flaming tire that is burning in the 
eee of the Bengalis at the partition of Bengal, and you will understand 
that ‘‘ the boycott of foreign articles ” is an expression of fellow-feeling at the 
immeasurable suffering of the Indians, 

The day tor commemorating that boycott is the ensuing 7th of August. 
The day for commemorating the first expression of a sign of impatience 
under insufferable pain by a people which has remained dependent for 
seven hundred years, is the ensuing 7th of August. The day for commemo- 
rating the first expression of an attempt at remedy by the children (of Bengal) 
equally pained at the partition of the sacred person of Mother Bengal, worn 


_ out by eternal sorrow, is the ensuing 7th of August. 


Is this day to be forgotten in the Bengalis’ life? It was on this day that 
the Bengalis owed to all Indians one of the paths of national advancement. 
It is from this day that the pride of the haughty has begun to be humbled. It 
was on this day that a pulsation of life was noticed in Bengal. Brethren, that 
is why we say, do not forget this auspicious day in life, do not forget to 
hold year after year and with equal pleasure the ceremony in commemoration 
of this auspicious day. 

It was on this day that you, inhabitants of Bengal, began the ceremony 
preliminary to the worship of the Mother. It was on this day that you 
Bengalis learnt to find real consolation in the sorrow of your Motherland. It 
was on this day that ‘a bore rushed through your dried-up river bed.” It 
was on this day that the conquering music of, the lute, music made sweet by 
distance, set a commotion in the whole country, from the Himalayas to 
the sea. It was on this day that a ray of joy shone in the dry face of your 
starving countrymen. It was on this day that the children of the home 
returned to the home and shone in the Mother’s lap. It was from this day 
that, as preceptors of all Indians, you began to initiate the Indians in the 
charming manira | cult) of|the “ boycott of foreign articles” in every village 
(and) every town. It is from this day that you are being honoured in far- 
distant countries as an independent-minded people and nation. It is from this 
day that the lamp of hope has been burning in your cottage, covered (as it was) 
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with the gloom of dispair. Bengalis, it is from this day that you have pro- 
claimed oe the ee of the Mother and every one an oath, “ the boycott of: 
foreign articles.” Do not in the least neglect the worship of the Mother on the. 
retence of inability to attend this joyous ceremony of yours, because. 
Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji, your teacher and precepter in the service of the. 
country, is, on account of absence from here, unable to charm you with 
advice with his weighty and deep voice; because Mr. Bepin Chunder Pal, 
the first votary of this great cult of yours, the truthful hero of action, is to-day 
absent from here, because Babu Asvini Kumar Datta, Babu Krishna 
Kumar Mitra, Babu Subodh Chandra Mallik, Babu Sachindra Nath 
Basu and others, the heroes of action who are devoted to the country 
and feel for others, are to-day severely undergoing the punishment of deporta- 
tion; because your patriotic, dauntless and vious Leakat Hossain has 
been imprisoned for serving the country and is unable to lead, because 
your high-souled Balgangadhar Tilak, the sun-jewel of the Deccan, the plain- 
spoken, who has no equal in fearlessness and greatest Mahratta, is undergoing 
the cruel punishment of exile for endeavouring to serve the country. In that 
case, you will have no place to hide your shame or show your faces ; there 
will be no bounds to your disgrace. Your devotion will be ineffectual. In 
that case the enemy will laugh. Those who used to speak ill of you as aimless. 
cowards, will again become hundred-mouthed in abusing you again on this 
opportunity. In the ssme way as when pained by the partition of Bengal and 
tying a hard stone to your bosom, you took the vow of this devotion with new | 
zeal, the preparations that you made in strict adherance to duty, for this 
celebration in the last three years, the feeling that you aroused through the 
country on the occasion of this auspicious celebration in the last three years, 
take care not to deviate from that. Pious Hindu and Musalman Bengali 
brethren, remember that there are only two people on the face of the earth - 
who are able and prepared to sacrifice their lives unhestitatingly for religion 
and you constitute these two peoples, You took an oath in the name o 
religion, and resolved to boycott foreign articles. We, therefore, again request 
you to accept this vow for life, and maintain the honour of religion. Add to 
the strength of (your) hearts by uniting together in every village and everv > 
town and uttering the oath again. Know that brute force is very insignificant 
compared with the strength of heart. It was the strength of the heart which 
one day enabled the Hindus to unfurl a triumphant banner on the cloud- 
piercing summit of the Himalaya, it was the strength of the heart which one 
day enabled you Hindus to become the teachers of civilisation to the whole 
world ; it was through your strength of the heart that Vedanta, Nyaaya and 
other systems of at peneeny strike Western servants with wonder and 
shed the light of wisdom amongst Western savants. Brother Bengalis, b 
imitating the West, coming under the influence of Western taste, forgetting 
ourselves under the charms of foreign luxury and imbibing selfishness, you 
ave forgotten the sastvas and koran, That is why you are to-day low, 
depraved and dependent among the nations of the world. Nothing can be 
more detestable than this. Brethren, look no more up to others’ faces. You 
will again see your pauper artisans passing their lives in happiness by supplying 
world-conquering and rare articles soothing to the eye. Vou will again see 
your Mother India, the fair lady whose head is unoiled, who is dressed in tatters, 
and who is reduced to a skeleton, lighting all the quarters as the queen of 
queens, and decked with a crown refulgent with priceless jewels. Also know 
that, whoever is to-day unwilling to join this auspicious celebration, or whoever 
shrinks from this worship, is a traitor to the country, a disgrace to his race, 
and a coward. His touch contaminates sin. Last of ali, know, brethren, 
your respective religions say that the ultimate end of the path of renunciation is 
sacrifice. In sacrifice alone lies happiness in this world. If you expect real 
happiness in this physical life, if you desire the highest bliss under the blessing 
of God, make saerifice. If it becomes impossible to make sacrifice in any 
way under the charming influence of the world, look not any longer on foreign 
articles, which are worthless and injurious to (the interest of you country, do 
not any longer allow them to find a way into your houses. Look there for a 


handful of rice, your ever-famished, age-worn and penniless countrymen, the 
agriculturists and artizans, bound in the ehains of subjugation or in the garb 


HITVaRTA, 
Aug, 5th, 1908. 


NAYAK, 
Aug. Sth, 1909. 
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of beggars are looking up to your faces as they beg from door to door and 
are lamenting bitterly to God. No more gve the morsels of this food to 
others brethren, and thus deprive your conntryimen by assuming the aspect of 
terrible. keartlessness. In that case you will be guilty before God. You wil] 
never. be able: to save yourself from His curse. The punishment of that sin 
must be undergone. 

77. No other day would afford a better opportunity, says the Hitavarig 
[Calcutta] of the Stu August to hovour Baby 
Arabindo Ghose than the one fixed for the Anniver- 
sary of the Boycott Day. Many persons have proposed in the columns of the 
local Bengales the appointment of Arabindo Babu as the President of the Boycott 
Assembly onthe 7th of August, for no public reception has been given to him 
since his coming out of the jail. : | | 

78. The Nayak | Calcutta) of the Sth August has the followiug. 


The Boycott Anniversary. 


‘Won't renounce the Boyeott.”’ 


Yesterday we made known to (our) readers what extensive prepara- 
tions and urrangements are being made for spoiling 
the boycott celebration this time and shattering 
the Boycott vow of the Bengalis. (Our) readers have seen that non-official 
whitemen are unwilling to maintain even that thin covering which officials are 
willing to keep on their doings. ‘They are plainly saying with reddened eyes, 
‘‘Boycott must be made illegal.” The pent-up indignation of the officials and 
the open proclamation of war by the ordinary whitemen against the boycott 
has gladdened us a little. Why, we shall say here: 

Those who have read the history of British rule in this country know that 
the community of whitemen in this couutry realise and obtain by hook or by 
crook anything that they demand for maintaining their national interest. In 
Lord Ripon’s time it was brought home to us that no one, be he a Lieutenant- 
Governor or a Viceroy or anything else, can wield the sceptre in India by 
going against. the community of whitemen. If, therefore, officials have to 
satisfy the importunities of whitemen even against their will, only a mad man 
can doubt that they will at once satisfy an importunity (of whitemen) 
which is to their liking. ‘To maintain the naticnal interest of the English, it 
is of the utmost necessity that the boycott should be stopped. 1t is the desire 
of all non-official Englishmen that the boycott should be stopped this very 
moment. But. then non-official Englishmen easily say what an official English- 
man cannot, for various reasons, openly express, The official Englishman is 
saying in a round-about-way, stop the boycott, and the non-official Englishman 
is openly saying, stop tke boycott, otherwise it would not. be well for you. 
When both are of the same opinion, no one seriously doubts that the boycott 
will be made illegal without delay. If the English pass a law to declare the 
boycott illegal, if they yet processions or celebration meetings (dispersed by. 
the police, then the thin covering which the official Englishman had been so long 
keeping, would beremoved. We want that it should be removed, for then the 
real aspect will come out. We have more than once said fearlessly and with a 
loud voice, and we say it again to-day that, if they deem it to be necessary for 
preserving self-interest, there is nothing that a certain class of Englishmen are 
not — of. But. those amongst us that are under the charm of the glare 
of Anglicism, those who are infatuated with such canting words as ‘‘Civilisation ; 
‘‘Constitution,” etc, say even now, “no civilised government would do it.” 
If only their eyes would be opened, if at the importunity of non-ofiicial 
Englishmen Government makes a law on the boycott (and) if the police 

disperse the procession and (boycott) celebration meeting of the 7th of 
August! Of those who think that it is not possible for a civilised Govern- 
ment to do thisthing or that thing, nearly three-fourths (lit., twelve annas). 
were present at the Barisal Conference. ‘Tie day that Surendanath 
was arrested, the day the youths of the now defunct Anti-Circular Society, 
were beaten in a public street and in broad daylight, on the day just previous 
to that, nay, even till 12 noon on that very. day, the leaders of Barisal tried to 
make these worthy gentlemen understand that when they would be out on 
the publie street the police would ply their Jzthis,{on them). But such was 


“Won't renounce the boycott.” 
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the charm: of Anglicism: that even then. these worthy gentlemen-said’: ff Nor 
civilised Government would do it,” But the charm was. dispelled when. the 
heads of the young men were actually broken with strokes of éathte:and blood: 
was shed. Now, again, the old cry has been raised that no. civilised Govern: 
ment could do it. It will be wellif this charm is dispelled. We shall, . there- 
fore, be glad if a law is passed: on the boycott, or the celebration is stopped 
by the police. vi 

We have all along been: saying that-we have no quarrel with the ruling 
power ; it is not our intention to break the law. But the law which we con- 
just, or;,the act on the part of the Government which we consider de-. 
trimental to our national advancement, in such acts, we shall bear: oppression. 
Whatever the Anglo-Indian newspapers may.say (to the contrary), we think 
that everyone but the Bibhishans (traitors) in the country think that the 


boycott is calculated to do great good to us. What will be our duty, if. the 


Government hinders. us in boycotting foreign goods and using Swadeshi 
articles, We shall not use foreign-made articles of clothing ; we shall not eat 
foreign: salt. Will Government make laws for putting foreign-made cloths on 
our bodies and sprinkling foreign salt on our food (lit, boiled rice and curry) ? 
It is impossible for any power on earth to do this. We do not say that it is. 
impossible to make such au attempt to pass such a law ; we say. that it is: 
impossible for such an attempt to succeed. What can we do if anyone bela- 
bours us for coming out on the public road on the 7th of August ? ‘Those who 
are: powerless must bear the belabouring, but on that account it is not possible: 
to shrink from duty. Ifwe have to go to jail fornot wearing belatts cloth, to: 
jail we must go, but on that account we cannot, of course, use belatéi cloth. 

he vow that*we have taken of renouncing for ever the use of foreign-made. 
articles must remain intact—it does not mattér now whether. in consequence of 
that we live ordie. If urged by the importunities of non-official whitemen 
Government takes to harassing and oppressing us it must be borne with smiling 
faces, but the vow must not be renounced. Only if Government does that, 
it will be clearly understood that a class of Englishmen can do everything for 
self-interest. When everyone in the country will understand this, love for. 
one’s own country will bloom of itself. This is why we were saying that 
we would be glad to see the Government passing a law declaring the boycott 
illegal. 

The community of whitemen has given up the empty words which. 
were flowing like a stream so long, and is now, candidly and in plain terms, 
saying that the boycott must be stopped. We have always said, shall say- 
to-day that the boycott must be maintained. If in this quarrel between the 
people at large and the Government’s kith-and-kin, the Government takes the 
side of- (its) kith-and-kin and oppresses the people, we shall still maintain the | 
boycott. As for oppression, that is as it were an ornament which we are 
accustomed to wear—that is now no more a cause for fear or anxiety. This is 


why the attempt on the part of the Englishman and others to destroy the boyeott | 


has caused us no fear, no disquietude. The people of Bengal have ho § the 
vow of boycotting foreign commodities, making the Lord of the universe their 
witness. hatever the consequence may be, that vow will remain intact. so 
long as the sun and the moon will endure. | ae 


To the inhabitants of the country we have to say that in the sight of the 


whitemen blinded with selfishness, the boycott may be a bad thing, but in the 


pages of God’s law it’ is not written as a bad thing. Oppressions and perse- 
cutions have often tobe suffered in this world in doing what is good (and) 
what is beneficial: to the public. It will not, therefore, do to be afraid. To 
those who are reddening their eyes we say, and to the people of the country 
also we say: “ We shall not renounce the boycctt, ” let the consequence be 
what it may. 


~ 79. The Httavads [Calcutta] of th , 
Bopoctt Dez. . has the following :-— tes Soe 
On: Saturday the 7th of August next the anniversary of the boycott vow 
will be celebrated at Calcutta. A meeting to deliberate over the observance 
of this anniverary was held on Friday last at. the rooms of the Indian 
Association. It is needless to say that.a number of the most prominent of the 
patriotic leaders: of' the country were present at this meeting. The mecting 


Cu, : ) OR Rtas) 298 de et tat: ekg can 1 ER eae Sot ’ Ps egg k oat > SAL AIR Pa DS. AR G3 POTS . 


WirTava DI, 
Aug, 6th, 1909, 


ea : . 
ORC sa mt ee 


PRASUP, 


Aug. 6th, 1900. 


Miam-9-SUDHAKAR, 
Aug. 6tb, 1909. 


Ka RBMAYO@IN, 
Aug. 6th, 1900, 


Hiravapyr, 
Aug. 6th, 1909. 


( 1114 ) 


resolved that Mr. Bhupendra Nath Bose be elected President: of the Boycott. 
celebration meeting this time. As in other — Mr. J. Chaudhuri will lead 
the processions from College Square to Tl arsee Bagan. On the day of the 
observance, a monster meeting will be held at 4 P.m., and the processionists 


will start from College Square at 3 P.M.. 

80. The Prasun (Katwa) of the 6th August. 
says :— | 

The boycott resolution seenived such a ready response from all parts of 
India as was never before accorded to any other proposal on any other 
occasion. The 7th of August isa memorable day in this country. That the 
boycott movement is a perfectly legitimate movement has been admitted even 
by distinguished Englishmen, England also at one time excluded Indian- 
made articles by legislation. We must not be deterred from our duty by 
the frowns of Anglo-Indian newspapers and other interested parties. 

81. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 6th August avows itself an 

opponent of the boycott propaganda. The orders 


The Boycott celebration. 


Pee ~ ae celebration on which Government has recently passed for the 

— purchase of Indian-made goods, the writer goes on, 
must have convinced every one except, of course, the extremists, of the 
generous intentions of the Government. The Hitavadtis a staunch advocate 
of the boycott, and it is to be regretted that Messrs, A. Rasul and Gaznavi 
have also joined the Hindus in the celebration of the boycott. The whole- 
some advice which His Honour, Sir Edward Baker, has given to the School and. 
College authorities and the guardians of students, ought to be scrupulously 
followed ; for in case of disobedience, Government would be compelled to take 


sterner measures, 
The 7th of August celebration. , 82, The Karmayogtn, {Calcutta} of the 6th. 
ugust writers :— : 
The birth of the swadeshi took place on the 7th August 1905. Nobody 
can object to the celebration of that day. Here no differences of opinion can 
exist between Moderates and Extremists. What is for the good of the country 
cannot be objected to by any worker for the country’s cause. On the 
7th of August we will take the swadeshi vow anew, which was first 
uttered by Surendra Nath in his deep, thunderous voice, Our youngmen will 
again merch in procession with flags to the place of meeting. ‘This can cause 
no breach of the peace, no heartburning. If it does so in the case of any one, 
he must be the enemy of the country, aud we do not waut him: we shall 
shun him like a serpent. The civilised world cannot object to the work of 
reviving the past glories of our country, a work which we have taken in 
hand. Come, brothers, let us initiate ourselves again into the service of our 
country with fresh energies, with a heaving heart on the 7th of August. 
Come one, come all, and remembering the deported gentlemen and the 
country’s plight, let us pay our hearts’ regard to the swadeshi. Swadeshs will. 
benefit the count rad the nation, and it will bring back the country’s 
prosperity. The lost arts and industries will be regenerated and the country 
will again assume a smiling countenance. Bande Mataram! 
The 7th of August. 83. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th 
August has the following under the heading “the 

7th August ” :— 


Again has that day come—the day on which the Bengali cut to the quick 
because of the kick administered to him by the arrogant Lord Curzon, 
returned to the Mother’s temple after wiping away the dust and signs of 
humiliation off his forehead ;—the day on which, in an instant’s time, the 
hearts of crores of Bengali men and women came to be stirred up witha 
unique electrical force, and to be filled (lit., awakened) with a sense of the 
greatness of self-reliance ;-the day on which, impelled by a holy love of their 
native land, the Bengali people were initated into the sacred vow of swadeshs 
in their desire to do good to and to glorify their compatriots;—on which, 
in order to improve the indigenous industries and to (retaliate, lit. remedy) 
for their national humiliation ,the Bengalis) bound themselves by a religioas 
vow to boycott foreign merchandise ;—again is that day come in Bengal. __ 
, This is a moat sacred day for Bengal and the Bengali :—it was on this 

ay that the life-sacrifice of the Bengali auspiciously commenced and a new 
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era in the: history of Bengal began, On this day, Mother Bengal, whose 


feet kiss the blue seas, who is decked out with flowers, whose hair is (thick) 
like a grove, and who is dark green (in colour) uttered r words with 
the desire to-do her sons good. Year has succeeded year, the blasts of @ good 
many troubles have blown over the heads of the Bengalis, but ‘the vow which 
they made on this sacred day remains immoveable. In the midst of even 
accute oppressions and endless trouble the Bengali has not forgotten that vow 
even for an instant. Come Bengalis, let us again, welcome that day with the 
resounding voices of a crore of throats, with the great hymn of the Mother’s 
creed, let us, with hearts overflowing with patriotism, recollect that vow and 
with new enthusism set about doing good to our nation, imprvving our 
national arts and commerce. See how that which was in the realms of 
imagination before has now come to bea fact. Thanks to your sacred vow 
and the cult of swadeshi new industries and factories have been opened in 
Bombay and in Bengal, in Madras and in the Punjab lakhs and lakhs of 
starving:men and women are finding sustenance, (a sense of) manliness and 
of loftiness have been developed among the entire population and all over 
the country self-reliance and a spirit of activity are manifesting themselves. 
The vow which brings about results so great, so nectar-like, so unique, ought 
not to be given up by us, We ought to carry out this vow even if we have 
to stake everything on it. Hence we say, that the memorable dey on which 
we took this vow has again come. Come, let us greet and welcome this 
day with hearts sanctified by love for our country, let us fulfil the eager 
of our existance by illumining the country with the beauteous halo. of 
the virtue of renunciation, let us gather strength for the future from a review 
of the past. 

The path of welfare of national progress is not bestrewn with flowers ; 
in travelling along this path, one’s feet will at every step be pricked with 
thorns and nodules, one will have to fight with dangers, to put up with a good 
many blows. There can be no greater fool than ourselves if (the course 
of) our endeavour these four years has not taught us this. For the sake of 
swadesh (one’s own country) and swadesht, in order to keep our national vow, 
we have put up with a good deal of trouble, have fought with many dangers:— 
again, are black clouds appearing ou the sky of our fortunes, and the horizon 
quaking to the thunderous roar from the lowering sky (lit. clouds). Will 
you show weakness at ‘the advent of troublous days, forget the country’s 

| good, throw this priceless jewel of our swadeshi 
frase, metaphor here is taken into bottomless waters, take up and put into 
(a demon) wanted to snatch the Aahu’s mouth this nectar which has been churned 
nectar-pot from the hands of gods, up from the sea of cream.* One does not feel 
and well nigh succeeded when he disposed to credit it; will they, who for long 
four years have been preserving their vow with 
unfailing resolve, now give up swadeshi and their own duty because they are 
confronted with a severe ordeal? Itis trouble which tests manhood and 
strength—will they, who have remained steadfast in spite of the cruel strokes 
of the lash of various troubles, pale and shrink and grovel in the dust at the 
sight of the terrific aspect of bad times ? | 

Bad days are constantly with us, what have we to fear from them ? We 
will preserve our vow and uphold the honour of our land and race. Does 
the devotee turn away from persistent endeavour, because the .road to 
accomplishment is infested with danger? Does he who labour for advance- 
ment jump into the dark .well of degradation because the pinnacle of 
advancement is difficult to climb. Can great good be attained without under- 
going immense suffering ? Do not forget yourselves and your national 
duty at the sight of jspectres? Remember that God helps us in the 
accomplishment of the swadeshi vow. To carry out this vow we shall have 
to remain steadfast as the poles, and yielding as plants. Utter the Mother's 
hymn again reverently ; remember the witheted faces and sorrowful eyes 
of your compatriots, crushed down with sorrows and destitution. Call to 
mind the nobilityjand the patience of those, who, for betaking themselves to 
work for the welfare of their own country and their own race, are silently 
putting up with many sufferings in the compartment of prisons, banished from 
happy homes lit up with joy, and strength will be infused into your hearts, 
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Remember that if the weakness of the heart masters you, you are reduced 
to impotence, the consequences of such impotence are frightful. Remember 
that the boycott-swadeshi vow constitutes the one means to our national 
salvation, the one unfailing weapon for self-defence. It is on swadesht that 
the existence of the entire race depends. If, with quiet and restrained 
hearts, we keep ourselves engaged in the service of swadeshs all our danger 
will pass away, and the ship of national life now on the shoreless ocean 
will find port. In all this, we were urging (you\ not to forget the welfare 
of the country, being deluded by the spells of the charmer. Do not, deluded 
by evil counsel, extinguish the golden lamp which you have kindled in the 
temple of the godess of the country’s prosperity. 

Remember that the entire population of India is looking up to you, and 
roused by your hopes and aspirations, is marching forward in the path of 
activity. There is no way of turning back from the path you have trod ; 
there is no good (boded) if you do return. For all this, we call the crores 
of men and women in Bengal to-day and urge them, irrespective of age 
and sex, none of them to remain inactive orindifferent on this 7th of August, 
that same day of the upholding (lit, establishment) of swadesht. Be it in 
meetings, or be it on roads or fields, or in the courtyards of cottages, let 
Bengali men and women, remembering their national purpose on this sacred 
day, take vows anew to maintain the vow to boycott foreign manufactures 
with fresh zeal. Let every home echo this day to the auspicious sounds of 
the mother’s hymn, let the heart of every Bengali come to be strong with a 
new strength and a new enthusiasm. 

84. Seeing the orders of the Local Government forbidding meetings at 
Dacca and Bombay to celebrate the boycott 


ee anniversary, the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta | of the 7th 
August suspects disapproval on the part of the Government of such 
meetings. 


The severe instructions issued by the Police Commissioner to his men 
for dealing with the least obstructions on the roads by the people on that day 
makes one wonder. May be that the (swadeshi) vow owes its birth to anger, 
but then it leads tothe development of the country’s industries throwing 
obstacles like the above cannot tend to enhance the prestige of the Govern- 
ment. 

85. In announcing that the 7th of August is the anniversary of the boycott 

thie day, the Bihar Bandhu { Bankipore] of the 7th 
August regrets that, although four years have 
elapsed since the organisation of the boycott movement, the question of the 
partition of Bengal is yet turning in the whirlpool. The people are yet 
sanguine that the question will attract.tho attention of the English masters. 
Of late the people have grown a little more hopeful of success, since the 
question of partition has been repeatedly raised in the Parliament. The 
heart of the English is melting, and several of them have determined to work 
for anulling the partition of Bevgal. Babu Surendra Nath Banerji’s speeches 
have made clear to the English that the root cause of the upheaval of the 
country is the partition of Bengal. The boycott swadeshé agitation is not only 
to relieve the miseries of the Bengalis, but it bolds out the hope of prosperity 
throughout the whole of India. So it is the Bengalis who have laid the 
foundation of this agitation ; it is they who deserve our heartfelt praise for the 
pains they have taken. Itis due to boycott agitation that the true patriotic 
leaders of the Bengalis have suffered deportation without any fault on their 
part. If there had been no bomb outrages in Bengal, the venerable Tilak 
would not have been sent to prison for six years in his old age. 

We hope that the benign Government will not obstruct the celebration of 
the Boycott anniversary, a8 avoiding the use of foreign articles is against 
neither the law nor the rules. 

86. The Nayak one of the 7th August writes under the heading 

- ** What shall we do to-morrow ” ? 
Ro boyeott should be cele- We propose to indicate briefly what we shall 
do to-morrow on the occasion of the boycott celebra- 
tion. Qur readers will learn from the advertisement published above that a 
monster meeting will be held to-morrow at Parsi Bagan. Mr. Halliday, the 
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Police Commissioner, has, however, issued a notice that nobody shall carry. any 
lathi or any Other offensive weapon at any public place, ghat or park. Very 
well. We have no objection to this notice, for we need not at allcarry any /aths 
or any other offensive weapon. We will go toa meeting, but not to a fight. 
Though the publication of such a needless notice is the result of foolishness, 
still we will join the meeting peacefully, will take the vow of boycott and 
return to our homes peacefully though our duties will not end with our 
attendance at the meeting. ae ae 

The Hindus and Musalmans in this country never Join any ceremony in 
which religion does not play a part. Religion 1s an ornament w ich adorns our 
persons, and we never do anything in this world without first offering puja to 
the gods, Indeed, this religious tendency itself isa special characteristic of 
Indian Hindus and Musalmans and it is owing to this speciality that, in spite 
of so {much harassment and persecution, we are still maintaining our existence. 
It is religion which has so long saved us, and will gave us in future. We are 
not prepared therefore to relinquish our religion. Hence we must perform our 
religious rites at to morrow’s ceremony. We must not perform the godless 
ceremony according to Western methods in which speeches abound ; those 
methods even we will boycott. Early next morning on rising from bed the 
Hindu should immerse themselves into the purifving waters of the Ganges. 
The Musalmans should perform aju (ablution) according to their Sastras and 
thereby purify themselves. ‘The men of both communities should, after 
purifying themselves, wear new swadeshi clothing. Afterwards the Hindus 

* Oblation toGods accompanied should perform foma* in their own houses 
by the throwing of ghee on the fire. with a view to burn foreign merchandise to 
ashes. A Brahman, devoted to the Sustras and possessing a pure heart and 
religious tendencies, should be called in and presented with a piece of 
new swadesht cloth. This Brahman should kindle the sacred homa fire in 
the courtyard and perform homa according to the Sastras, and burn foreign 
goods while uttering the sacred mantras. While this is going on, all the male 
and female members standing round the koma pit should with a holy heart 
think about their motherland, the land which gave them birth. After the 
ceremony of burning foreign goods is over, the priest should make the congre- 
gation repeat the following mantra :— 

This day, in the name of our native land, our mother, do we solemnly icke the 
vow that we will never use Bilati goods and that we will never pollute our homes by 
bringing Bilats | pa therein. 

AJl should take the sacred water of the Ganges in the hollow of their 
joined hands and should utter the above mantra while standing round the homa 
pit. When they have done with uttering the same they should extinguish the 
homa fire with the selfsame water. The Musalmans should wear new swadeshi 
cloths and should come together in their musjids with a holy heart, and should 
perform nemaz in due form. After the nemaz is over, the mulla should 
make all men repeat the above mantra. This is to be done in the mornin 
and then all should partake of food made of swadeshi articles. After finishing 
their meals the family members should sit together and discuss the past glories 
of their native country, should sing patriotic songs, and the head of the famil 
should make such srrangements that all the family members may be powerfully 
moved by love of country. | | 

In the afternoon, dressed in new swadesht clothing, all should repair to 
the appointed place of meeting and should strengthen their hearts by hearing 
the speeches of the leaders and take the boycott vow. In the evening, again 
such conversation should be held and such songs should be sung as are calcula- 
ted to awaken patriotic feelings. | 

We must perform the boycott anniversary in the manner above described 
mixing it with ap e have said already that religion is our only guide 
and saviour ; so we should not join in any ceremony divorced from religion, 


May our anniversary come to a successful termination, may our vow be fulfilled, 


our hearts strengthened, onr native land relieved of her suffering and may 
God bless us, ; 


87, The Basumats [Calcutta | of the 7th August writes :— 


Both the Englishman and the Statesman are 
urging the Government to declare the boycott to 


The boycott movement. 
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be illegal and to suppress it, because the object of the boycott movemen 
is to aor anti-British feelings. We need hardly say ‘bat the Nao 
never aims at any such thing but is only meant as a support for swadeshi, 
As long as the Government:does not declare the boycott to be illegal, we 
have nothing to be anxious about, The interests of British traders have 
heen affected by the boycott'and the English are up in arms against it and 
are trying to kill the movement by all means they can. ‘Well, let the Govern- 
ment give up all sense of decency and declare the boycott to be an offence 
against the law, so that the British trader may prosper, the people of India 
a f die of starvation, and the minds of all of us be at rest. For all this hide. 
and-seek is more than we can put up with any longer. 

88. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th 
August has the following :— 


THE AUSPICIOUS DAWN. 


The day on which we embraced our own native land and people as our 
own, on which, boycotting the stranger, we sought to draw distinctly the 
boundary lines of national attachment, on which we came to realise that a 
vanquished subject people as we were, there was no safety for usas a nation, 
unless we improved our arts and industries, unless we provided a handful of 
food for our poor artizans and labourers, the day'on which, we, under the 
spell of European civilisation as we were, showed our manliness by saying 
a little ‘““No”—to-day is the anniversary of that auspicious He and 
auspicious moment, We know indeed that we lack power to carry out 
our resolves, that we are wanting in the influence of stern per- 
sistent endeavour, in the lightning effulgence of the universal restraint of 
single-mindedness,—if we were not, such impossible things would not 
come to happen, if we were not, sons of an:Empress us we are, we should not 
be begging to-day of the foreigner for cloth to cover our nakedness 
with, if we were not, we should not be beggars on the street, who have 
parted with the prosperity (iit., goddess of prosperity) they possessed to the 
foreigner. Most weak are we, and that is why on this auspicious day every 
year calling on Almighty God, the focus (/#., receptacle) of all strength, we 
pray for strength—say to Him with faces uplifted and palms joined--‘‘O 
God! Thou Who art strength ‘to the weak, Who art the Protector ot the 
friendless, Thou Who art the Lord of all, give us strength, good ‘sense, 
manliness, so that, by Thy grace, we may uphold the glory of our ancestry, 
may preserve in unimipaired continuity the glory of our eternal past. We 
are inhabitants of the land on which Thou hast repeatedly descended and 
manifested Thyself:in various aspects, we are sons of ‘that mother-country, 
that great Lakshmi (goddess of prosperity), ‘Through mischance and evil 
karma we have indeed now come to inhabit a very cremation-ground, to 
associate with ghosts and evil spirits, but Almighty Thou, Thou -canst at will 
enable the cripple to cross mountains, the dwarf to get the moon in the sky 
under his thumb (/i¢., palms), even the impossible is made possible if ‘Thou 
wishest 1t—sons of an empress as we are, if ‘Thou wishest it, by Thy grace 
we shall succeed in upholding the honour of the Mother. 

Weare animated with desire (in all our acts), we do not know how to 
practise the principle of acting without desire—we do not either counsel any- 
body to practise that principle. For him who has nothing, not even a tattered 
piece of cloth, it is not a very difficult thing to come to be without desire— 
that is why with folded palms we pray to the Empress—* Mother, give 
us good progeny, give us money, give ‘us wealth, give us strength 
give us manliness—give us even that—the gift of which will leave us 
nothing more to ask you for, on getting which, we shall come to be jewels 
on the head of the world, as it were, that the possession of which ‘made 
our ancestors world-triumphant once, and the loss of which now compels us 
to put up with kicks even from frogs,—return to us that lost treasure—this 
is what we pray for to-day, and this is the basis, the root, the principle of our 
boycott .of a merchandise. The boycott is merely the beginning, 
merely the sound of conch-shells at the commencement of the great worship 
(as it were)— but it -is self-development, self-realisation and self-eagrandise- 
ment which mdicate the finish of this pyya. | 


Boycott day. 
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Drrecr STATEMENTS. 


The Anglo-Indian community speaking through our contemporaries the 
Englishman and the Statesman are distinctly saying that the boycott 1s not 
merely the giving up of the use of foreign merchandise,—hatred of English- 
men, and an attempt to give up Anglicism distinctly form parts of (literally 
manifest themselves in) it. The English are the ruling race in India, so 
hatred of Englishmen means hatred of the rulers, so whatever 18 indicative 
of hatred of Englishmen deserves to be suppressed. The idea 18 in one 
sense correct, and in another most wrong. The English, though they consti- 
tute our ruling ruce, are also a race of traders in this country. If the trader 
and the ruler have combined, if the real object of the government of India, 
instead of being the welfare of the people governed, is to augment (literally, 
noairsh) the immense trade of the English, then, we shall a 
say that, though there may be no hatred of the English race or of the Engl: 
merchant in the boycott, there is a good deal of the spirit of conflict in it. 
So long as we were wholly under the spell of your incantations, we could not 
discrimminate between what was ours and what was other’s, and we used 
to pass our days happily living on the leavings of your tables (so to speak). 
But, the day on which we came to understand that we possess something of 
our own —and that something not a very small thing either—that very day 
we asked you Englishmen to go and stand outside the pale of our household 


and social economy. The boycott is only that prohibitory word. 


On the other hand, the boycott does not spring from hatred, The Hinda 
does not know how to hate. Against you Englishmen, in particular, the 
Hindu will never do anything out of hatred. Hatred does not make strength 
manifest ,whereas) the boycott is only preliminary to (such a manifestation 
of) strength. You are our rulers indeed, but you are such only because we 
from our crores of throats have hailed you as such. You are bound to listen 
to our wails, our reques:s, our wants and complaints; for in our contentiment 
and prosperity lie your contentiment and prosperity. If you do not 
uphold this relation of mutual dependence, if like men thrown off their mental 
equipoise in their arrogance, you seek to crush our manhood, then we on our 
part also have to put forth (dit. show) some little strength. You rulers, in 
piteous tones, we besought you not to keep the Bengali-speaking population 
under two different { Local) Governments, not to split Eastern Bengal and 
Western in twain. Your Viceroy, Lord Curzon, paid no heed to that wail 
of ours, and that was why we on our part said:—Englishmen, you are not 
our rulers alone, you are traders in this country as well. Your power as 
rulers is unconquerable, but your power to extend your commerce is 
dependent on our favour. The favour and the support which fills Indian 
markets and shops with products of your industry, which has operated to 
kill the ancient ‘Ut. eternal) Indian arts (dit, make them sleep on the 
funeral pyre ,—that trade of yours we hold in the hollow of our hands like 
an amalak fruit held in the hand. In tones expressive of offended love, we 
spoke to you, ‘“‘ Remain you as Emperor of India, posing as a king of 
kings, we shall obey your laws and ordinances, we shall pay you taxes, we shall 
salaam even the monkeys in your stables because you are of the ruling 
race, but we shall no longer use the showy piece-goods you supply us with: 
no longer shall we admit into the precincts of our homes the products of 

our industry.” This is what constitutes our Boycott-—-it does not betoken 
hatred of. the English race, it does not either mark the first stages of an 
abandonment of Anglicism: it is merely the shining forth in a celestial 
light of national egotism, merely the manifestation of the mortification of the 
beggar. 

aa? is not that you do not understand all these truths. Exactly as we our- 
selves do, can you (too) understand the feelings in our minds ; but if you do 
see everything in our light, you cannot succeed in carrying bome to your 
native land wealth (from here), without the least detriment to your own 
interests (literally, carry home the cowrie of self-interest, after carefully tying it 
up in a knot); if you continue to be only rulers in this country, you will 
not be able to pave (Jierally, cover) the land of your birth with gold ; naturally 
therefore you have to take a contrary view of things, and proclaim thes 
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contrary views. But then, know that (to slightly vary the proverb) ‘ con. 


trary words 
. BuTTER NO PARSNIPS. 


You want to stop the boycott, Se "Ty the association of sedition with 
it—to punish those who preach it. But it 1s a truth which your own histories 
distinctly state, that when an idea has come to the front (Jit, awakened), 
oppression, harassment and punishment by the State only serve to strengthen 
it. Had there not been the uncommon oppression of Firuk Shah, the 
Emperor of Delhi, the Sikh race would not come to be jewels on the head of 
India as it were ; unless men had been burnt alive (at the stake), Protestant- 
ism would not be the State religion of England, Oppression acts on an ideul 
as the application of manure to the soil—we are not afraid of oppression, 
If (to make use of the adapted proverb before-mentioned) contrary words had 
buttered parsnips, 20 crores of Indiau men and women would have embraced 
Islam in the days of the Emperor Aurangzeb. The temple of Viswanath 
(at Benares) has indeed been converted into a mosque, but two temples 
covered with gold, rise immediately by its side. That which is not to depart 
does not depart. 

Napoleon declared “ Imagination rules the world” —a statement which is 
very true. Under the influence of the idea even a worm manages to get up 
hoy’ heads of the gods. It was the dominance of the idea which enabled 
you Englishmen, though very small and insignificant at the time, to sink 
into the bottomless depths of the sea the Armada of world-triumphant Spain, 
to vanquish Napoleon who had conquered all Europe. It is because of the 
influence of the idea that Japan, very small as she is, has to-day triumphed 
over Russia and stands foremost (/i¢. as the jewel on the head) among the 
civilised nations; under the influence of the idea, because of the self-restrant 
and steady persistent endeavour of Doctors Broughton and Hamilton, you 
Englishmen who came here as petty traders are now Emperors of this immense 
(land of) India. One bubble of sentiment like this has been blown in the 
hearts of the Bengalis,—and there is no gust of wind in God’s creation which 
can make a bubble of sentiment burst and vanish into nothing. The more 
you will churn the lake of the small heart of the Bengali, the more will new 
bubbles of sentiment be blown, in place of one, crores of a series of bubbles will 
light up the small hearts of the Bengali, in the glow of which the small will 
become big, the ordinary extraordinary and the impossible possible, 


OF DEATH. 


At the basis of all forms of fear on earth isthe great fear, the fear of death. 
It is because men long very much to live that they see the shadow of death in 
orn? bush and are terrified thereby. ‘This is why people are kept under control 
by threats of death, but we are without this fear, We were not born to die; we 
dv not know how to die. We do not live our lives only in bodies of flesh and 
blood. We firmly believe that after death we shall live again, come in new shapes 
and work anew. Itis because we have this faith that we still survive after 
experience of 400 years of intolerable suffering. We shall survive now and 
hereafter. So do not threaten us with death; we have sufficiently shown to 
you already that death is a most slight thing for us. It is because we are 
not going to die, we cannot die, that this new spirit has manifested itself. It 
is because we do not die, do not know how to die, that.we are again making 
distinct the old boundary lines. We take no account of numbers in any of 
our actions. We know, though it is you who are Christians, still we know, 
that 12 Christian Apostles preached Christianity all over the world. We know 
that five Brahmans came to a Bengal wholly under the influence of Buddhism 
(¢., washed away by Buddhism) and preached Hinduism there. We know 
that at the call of a single man, Sri Chaitanya, Bengal overflowed with a great 
flood of devotion. We believe that human society is like a vacuum, in which 
one man born can give birth to crores—we have got an idea. To speak in 
English, it is the first digit of national life. And the (numeral) one is a thing 
which is indestructible. No matter how you may legislate, or punish, oF 


oppress, when the oz has come into existence among us, it cannot cease to be. 
It is constant and eternal. | 
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We have spoken out frankly to the ruling race of: Englishmen, under 
whose thumbs our temporal happiness and misery are. We have said: You 
rule over our bodies, over the coantry, but the King of Kings, the Emperor of 
Emperors, the king of our minds, the god of sentiment, the sound of the flute of 
that god of sentiment is vy 4 turning back the flow of the Kalindi (J amuna), 
the sister of Death, At. the sound of thatsweet flute the Benzali Hindus 
have gathered strength to go back to their own homes. In this world 
which is always in motion, the possibility has been created of fixty, of a 
confluence between the past and the future, Come brother Bengali! We can 
to-day adore that god who was the charioteer of Arjun: we put up this 
prayer at his feet thatasone day He, by guiding Arjun’s ear on the field of 
the great battle of Kurukshetra, caused the Pandavas to be enveloped ia the 
glory of conquest, solet Him guide our beautiful nationul chariot too to-day, 
on this field of the battle of life, amidst this clash of conflicting interests. 
Without Thee as charioteer, it is not possible for men to throw themselves 
with zest intothis battle. It was Thy presence once, which saved Draupadi’s 
honour, Thou didst make the cloth which hid her nakedness endless and 
inexhaustible, in a similar way, preserve us from shame too now, make the — 
cloth which covers our nakedness endless, so that in order to cover our naked- 
ness we may not have to solicit the aid of others. As at one time, b 
swallowing remnants of vegetables, Thou didst make the saint Jurbasha 
with his 60,000 disciples content, so allay now the torment of hunger of the 30 
crores of Indian men and women by swallowing the remnants of vegetables left 
in the empty pots in our kitchens. Thouart terrible of the terrible, fierce of the 
fierce, minutest of the minute, the greatest of the great, Thou hast incarnated 
Thyself inever so many shapes, era after era, in order to save the sinner 
and to make the humble great. Come Thou on this auspicious day, at this 
auspicious time and moment, come into the hearts of the Indians who are 
crushed, churned, vanquished and harassed, come as the strength of the 
weak, the friend of the friendless, the support of the fallen, the stay of the 
poor, come © Thou, the saviour of the degraded, the protector of the world, 
the life and the Lord of the universe! Under Thy influence, we shall make the 
impossible possible, by thy glory we shall suck up the sea like «#ttiva birds 
(Parra Jacana or goensis)By Thy grace our word and our promise shall 
be preservedthis great vow of ours of to-day, this practice of self-restraint, 
this meditation on self-realisation, will be successful, be carried to a successful 
finish, we shall fearlessly, without anxiety and at ease, be able to cross this 
sea of persistent endeavour so difficult to be crossed. 

Hence it is we were saying—to-day is an auspicious dawn, a good day. 
The sound of the bells of Him who is full of good are sounding, making 
the sky and the air of Bengal echo. Even amidst evil is good apparent now 
in Bengal. God Vishna is full of good; full of good are all the gods; 
so let our vow also be full of good; may our endeavour also to boycott 
foreign merchandise be full of good, may our life vow be full of good. 

89. Keferring to the preparations that are being made by boys and "42% Bitavanr. 


7 the Boycott, YOUBS men in Calcutta to celebrate the anniversary oe 
The anniversary of the Moyco'’. of the boycott, the Daily Hitavadi {Calcutta} of the ; 
8th August says thut they would do well to keep their activities within the 


bounds of the luw and not to give the police an opportunity to create a row. 
90. The Bir Bharat [Calcutta] of the 8th August exhorts the people to 3m Baamr, 
Ibid join the boycott meeting on the 7th August, as itig  4°8 ®h. 190. 
meant for the regeneration of their industry, and — 
there is nothing illegal in it. 
91, Referring to the allegation made by the Statesman that the students pix grravanr, 
i ed the 7th of OF Calcutta joined the boycott meeting at Greer Ars. 9b, 100. 
haat porte seco * Greer Park. ark on the 7th of August, disregarding the prohi- 


bition of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, the 
Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 9th August writes :— 


We know the object of these malicious allegations and insinuations. We 
were present at the Parsi Bagan meeting, and we did not see schoolboys and 
college students there. They obeyed their teachers and guardians and 
refrained from taking part in the meeting. If Sir Edward Baker will never- 
theless take stronger steps to prevent students from joining in political 


, 
Yai 
iy 
"5 
+ 
4 
t 
: 
% 
4 
i 
¥ 
‘ 
? 
¢ 
9 
PY, 


eee ee eo eee Le ee ee a a 


Avg. 10th, 1909. 


July 30th, 1909. 


KHULNAVASI, 
Jniy 3lst, 1909, 


DaInIK CHANDRIKA, 
Aug. 3rd, 1909. 


SaMaJ DARPAN, 
Aug. 4th, 1909. 


( 1122 ) 


agitations, His Honour is welcome to do so. Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose 
having supported social contro] in connection with the boycott of foreign goods, 
the Statesman has lost its temper. Lut it ought not to forget that the British 
Parliament once had recourse to legislation for the purpose of boycottin 
foreign goods. The Indian boycott has affected the British merchant, and the 
Statesman therefore condemns it in unmeasured terms, 

92. The Nayuk (Calcutta) of the 10th August says that the peaceful 


shman, Celebration of the anniversary of the Boycott 
ane re Oe _ ought to put those people to shame who tried 
their utmost to create a friction between the police and the people on that 


occasion. But these people have drowned all shame in the waters of the 
Hooghly. So the Englishman has written :— 

‘Now we have the perfectly straightforward and frank utterance of 
Babu Bhupendranath Basu, who tells the people of India exactly how to 
proceed. The procedure is to take a line which it will be difficult to combat ; 
but to meet frankness with frankness, it 1s necessary to inform Babu Bhupen- 
dranath Basu that the European public in India, whatever the attitude of the 
Government, does not intend to tolerate any attack upon its interests, even if 
it takes a form that the law cannot touch.” 

The notice of the Government is drawn to the above remarks of the 
Englishman, which has threatened all boycotters by saying: “It cannot be 
doubted that the prominent boycotters to-day run a risk of being arrested and 
deported.” It can never be imagined that the Government bolds the same 
opinion in these matters as does the Lnglishman. And the Englishman ought 
to know that its threats does not at all frighten the people of the country. 

93. The Alpanch [ Bankipore| of the 80th July emphatically condemns the 
murder perpetrated by Madan Lall Dhingra, and 
denounces all those in secret sympathy with the 
abominable deed, and deplores the death of Sir Curzon-Wyllie and 
Dr. Lalcaca. 

94. The Khuinavast [Khulna] of the 3lst July says that the Indians 

always honour and trust Englishmen as their 

The relations between the rulers rulers. Nut even in dreams do they desire the 

ss — subversion of British rule, They want that the 

rulers should trust them as they trust their other subjects, should give them 

their just rights, take their opinion in administering the country, and give 

them the personal liberty which they should justly possess. If all this is done, 
peace is sure to return to the country. 

95. Referring to the excesses to which some Anglo-Indian newspapers 

An Anclo-Indian Press eageing 2°, 801g in imitation of certain British newspapers 
Act suggested. ress BUBB which, exasperated by the recent London murders, 
are vehemently urging Government to take drastic 

measures ayainst; Indians in general, the Datnik Chandrika (Calcutta) 
of the 3rd August writes, that those Anglo-Indian newspapers are the enemies 
of the Government, and as such should be put down. In 1857, rabid Anglo- 
Indian newspapers such as the Friend of India, the Englishman the 
Madras Examiner, etc., were put down by Lord Canning. If Lord Minto 
will follow Lord Canning in all matters at the present juncture, His Excellency 


will do the right thing. 
| 96. The Sumaj Darpan [Salkea] of the 4th 
August has the following :— 


London tragedy. 


Arabindo’s fate. 


ARABINDO’sS FATE, 


From that very day that Srijut Arabindo came out of prison the Lnglish- 
man, Captial, and the Anglo-Indian newspapers of Calcutta have set themselves 
against him. The manner in which they are conducting themselves have led 
many people to fear lest something should happen to Arabindo again. We say,. 
the will of Providence will be done. Maharaja Vikramaditya once said: Let the 
King’s son life, for his pleasures areconfined to the world ; let the hermit’s son 
die, for he practises austerities only in this world and enjoys happiness in the 
next world ; but let the man who lives by hunting neither live nor die, for the. 
hunter has happiness neither in this world nor in the next; let the pious man 


/ 


/ / 
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live or die just as he pleases, for to the pious man both the worlds are alike 
full of joy. To the pious man who has renounced everything, the prison or 
the throne is not an object to be longed for or despised.” Bepin Babu once 
poastfully said before a Law Court: “‘ The punishment of the Court will deprive 
me of my physical liberty, but will not be able to touch my soul,” Free — 
souled Arabindo is self-sacrificing, pious, and a god in human form. In this 
world of untruth, truth has always been oppressed. But untruth is transient. 
Truth is eternal and ever-existant, This is the conviction of Indians. — 
97. In connection with the action of certain Calcutta notabilities in pro- 
posing an equestrian statue for Viscount Kitchener, 
oe Nayak [Calcutta of the 4th August writes that 
reais even if one were to concede to Lord Kitchener 
all the possible virtues, such as a wholly unselfish desire to serve England and 
India, and a hatred of the repressive policy of the present Government, one 
cannot admit a statue to be the best form of a memorial. How many of the 
statues now on the Maidan really serve to recall the memory of their originals 
to the ordinary Calcutta citizen ? And do statues assist in creating any idea 
of the virtues of their originals ? If they do, why are the Hindus denounced 
as idolators ? 

Again, how are we to characterise our worthy countrymen, who though 
they cannot find funds for raising a statue to Lord Ripon, or for financing the 
Bengal Technical Institute now come forward to subscribe to the present 
scheme ? Is this a token of their loyalty ? And why does a great Govern- 
ment encourage such sham exhibitions of loyalty, thereby discouraging the 
development of the real thing ? 

98. Seeing that the —— State has a Musalman Minister while 

Hyderabad a Hindu, the Bharat Bandhu [Calcutta] 
of the 4th August says itis at a loss to find out 
why the Musalmans are making endeavours to 
dissociate themselves from the Hindus in trying to gain powers for their 
own nation, when an intimate connection between the two races has been 
coming down since long. The Muhammadans are lsying an axe at their feet 
in trying to sever their connection with the Hindus. 

99. The Jasohar [Jessore] of the 5th August takes exception to the 
remark made by the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale 
that the murder of Sir W. Curzon-Wyllie by 
Madan Lall has brought disgrace on all Indiars. 
How can the guilt of a single Indian cause all Indians to hang down 
their heads in shame? Granting that our heads have sunk low on account 
of the murder, should not the noble sacrifice of Dr. Lalcaca raise them. high ? 
Perhaps Mr. Gokhale places no value on the self-sacrificing heroism displayed 
by Dr. Lalcaca. | 

Many a dark-skinned Indian loses his life at the hands of the white man; 
do such incidents lower the heads of the Saheb log? An Indian has murdered an 
Englishman in England ; for this the Indians have held thousands of meetings 
and expressed their detestation of the deed; they have alsu expressed their 
detestation through the press. How many meetings do white men hold when 
a black man is murdered by a white man? How many Anglo-Indian papers 
express their detestation of the deed ? | 

100. In criticising aie ere at ae at Poona, the Hitvarta 

ee alcutta ) of the 5th August writes :— , 

oe ees oe It is for Mr. Gokhale -to prove how the 
English saved this country from anarchy; for just before the advent of the 
K.nglish, two powers were fighting for supremacy and the war was at an end 
befoie the English appeared on the scene. Even supposing it was not at an 
end, it is for an impartial historian alone to say what right the English had to 
interfere. There is so much internal commotion in Russia to-day, ‘but no 
a are Power thinks of sg me it. Whether they had a right or not 
the fact that they are our Rulers and we are their subjects to-day remains 
undisputed. Accordingly so long as they do their duty as rulers weare bound 
to do our duty as subjects; although this is the situation, it cannot make us 
blind to the facts of history. So even if they are our rulers, we cannot call 
them our saviours, 
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There is no doubt that the English tried to im 
condition in the beginning, but whether it be due to 
perverseness of the English their effort in this direction has 
In the beginning of the Rule and after the Mutiny they conferred upon us 


prove our Political 
our misfortune or the 
remained futile. 


some new rights and deprived us of some others which were natural. Tho 
reason for both was the same, viz., to establish their tule on a sound basis - 
for every sensible Englishman knows that it was not possible to hold 
India with a handful of white soldiers, hence it is that they introduced the 
system of impartial justice between natives and natives. The result too wag 
good, for it becamethe main stre of the Government. In the same wa 
they deprived us of those powers which they knew to be injurious to their 
rule. A little consideration will show there was no liberality at the root of 
the one, as there was no wickedness at the root of the other; but Mr. Gokhale 
has given undue importance to the former. ee 

As to Mr. Gokhale’s statement that a desire for freedom isa sign of 
madness, we have only to point out the admissions of Lord Morley, Mr. 
Norton of the famous Alipur Bomb an case and other Englishmen. 
If the Government raises its arms against the liberty of the people, the 
blame lies with the Government. In speaking of our incapacity for freedom 
Mr. Gokhale forgets that one cannot develop capacity without opportunity. 
Mr. Gokhale however considered it as the highest discharge of his duty to 
spend his ability and energy in describing the vices of the Indians and the 
virtues of the English. : 

He has also attacked the policy of passive resistance and called its 
advocates disloyal ; but at one time was himself a staunch advocate of that 
policy and by his own admission was gg in 1897. 

In reply to the argument, if the Government is bound to carry out its 
promises made in 1833 and 1858, the people are equally bound tu allow no 
seditious feeling into their mind+t, we say that, 1f we were opposed to the 
Government how could it establish peace and order in the country which it 
says it did ? Ifthe allegation is that unrest dates from the time of Lord 
Curzon’s setting foot in India, we ask Mr. Gokhale to say how far Government 
kept its promises while we did our part of the duty as subjects. 

101. Referring to Mr. Gokhale’s recent speech, the /a:ly Hitavadi 
Calcutta ]of the 5th August remarks that all sensible 
oderates had hitherto mistaken quite another beast 
in the lion’s skin for the lion himself. Those who considered Mr. Gokhale a 
friend, have now came to look down upon him as an enemy of his country and 
nation, although for appearance, sake they may keep up his acquaintance. 

102. ‘The Sanjivant (Calcutta| of the 5th August, in taking stock of the 
national gains and losses since the first Boycott Day 
in 1905 finds that the losses include a growmg 
acerbity of feeling between the people and the rulers, and between the different 
sections of the ‘people; while the gains, which more than compensate the 
losses, include an industrial and educational revival, the infusion of a growing 
earnestness into all movements for the public welfare, and lastly a developing 
sonaenneneth of unity between the populations of the different Provinces of 
India, 

103. The Karmayogin [Calcutta] of the 6th August writes:— 

Th te ee God only knows through what evil influence 

Samadhyss CO fSCt*tS«Sséth@ «unfortunate Pandit had to undergo so much 

_ suffering, and for so long. Charged first with 

dacoity, and then with harbouring dacoits, the Pandit has at last been honour- 

ably acquitted. it seems if the moon after being devoured by the demon iat 

the time of eclipse, has come out unscathed. Let his countrymen welcome him 
home with the music of conch shells and bells. 

104. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th August publishes a cartoon in 

Peers which Mr, Surendra Nath Banerjee is represented 

3 as a man with four hands, standing on a boat on 

which is written the word ‘ Moderate.’ In one of his hands he carries a copy 
of the Bengalee, and in another a bag meant to hold the cheers he obtained 
from the people he addressed in England, in yet another a pot on which 1s 
inscribed the word “place,” while in the fourth hand he brandishes the acts of 


Mr. Gokhale’s recent speech. 


A national stock-taking. 
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boycott. Over the boat flies the flag of Bande Mataram, — The letter-press 
implies that he has been endowed with a new dignity since his visit to 
England, where the Whites applauded him very high y and cheered him 
lustily. He had so long only two hands, both of which used to be folded 
suppliantly ; but he has now got four hands. 
105. The ‘Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th August writes :— 
paper reage ss The mad act of a handful of Indian youths 
. wipe have brought forth from the rulers of India a 
loud roar of rage, and both ‘officials and non-officials are outvie one 
another in their blusterings which make the four quarters almost tremble with 
fear. Nor have the press in England with the Zimes as its leader, and the 
Anglo-Indian press in this country, been remiss in their attempts to explain to 
the world generally and to the weak, disarmed aud timid people of this country 
in particular, that the English mean to govern India, as they have won it by 


the sword. We do not think that the rulers of India would be so silly as to 


seriously think of governing this country by the sword. It is no doubt a very 
easy matter to strike terror into the hearts of a people, completely disarmed 
and naturally timid and docile, but it does not require any extraordin 
power of understanding to know that the hearts of the people, upon whic 
alone can an empire be built with security, can never be conquered by 
force. Then again, it is not the sword but the good will of the people of this 
country which helped the English in conquering India. Could the affectionate 
regard which the sepoys showed for their English leaders during the siege of 
Arcot, or which led the Raja Krishna Chandra, Mirjaffar, Jagat Seth, Umichand, 
and others to pay homage to Clive, have been called forth at the point of the 
sword? Would it again have been possible for the English to stem the great 
tide of the Sepoy Mutiny, unless they had got the help of the people of India ? 
However, we have every hope that the level-headed English Government 
will not be led away by the insane outpourings of the Times. 

It was far from statesmanlike for Sir Edward Baker (then the Finance 
Member of the Government of India) to say during the debate on the 
Seditious Meetings Act that the Government was not afraid of driving sedition 
underground. Ifthe mouth of a volcano is blocked up, its fire bursts out with 
multiplied vigour through a hundred mouths. Lord Minto knows this, and 
that is why His Excellency has always been anxious to direct the rising 
national spirit of this country ‘‘ into such channels as may benefit the genera- 
tions that are to come.” Thiscan be done only by means of a policy of 
conciliation and not irepression. And ‘we are confident that our rulers will 
adopt the former course. Outrages and anarchism muy be said to be at an 
end in India, but the recent assassinations in London have led a section of the 
English press to urge the Government to follow a policy of repression 
in this country. Certain Anglo-Indians have always shown a remarkable zeal 
in advocating such a polley; and their ideas have now found an echoin the 
English press. There is no doubt, however, that these suggestions will never be 
accepted by the English democracy. : 

The other rs f the Master of Elibank who, we must say, is still quite a 
young man, was led away probably by his youthful exuberance feeling into 
saying that the Government would not be slow to punish those who in India 
are inciting murder and anarchism from behind the scenes. While strongly 
denouncing incitement to such vicious and heinous acts, we must say that 
there is not a single man in India who is so cowardly as to do that. If, how- 
ever, the Government goes on wrenaly suspecting innocent men to be guilt 
and persecuting loyal persons, it would only strengthen the hands of the 
revolutionaries, of whom we are sure there are not many in this country. In 
fact, it is but natural for the revolutionaries to court a repressive policy which 
would help them in getting fresh recruits every day. We warn the Govern- 
ment not to allow itself to be led off its feet by the mad utterances of irrespon- 
sible sycopbants. 

106. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th August fails to make out why, 


is ei ck We cs bogs er of the subscribers to the Kitchener Memo- 
as Weak “al Fond. rial Hund have paid their subscriptions in rupees 
rn ae eae the Maharaja of Burdwan has paid his in ty std 


sterling. His Excellency the Viceroy has subscribed £50, and the Maharaja of _ 
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Burdwan has contributed £49, Is then, saysthe paper, the Maharaja just a 
pound less in weight than the Viceroy, or is it that all the 49 kinds of 
winds that exist in the human system are equally strong in him (#.¢., is he 
insane) ? 

107 . Referring to the telegram sent to Nawab Vikar-ul-mylk by the Agha 

Khan and Mr. Amir Ali from England advocating 
‘‘autonomy ” in the Aligarh College, the Nayak 
[Calcutta] of the 7th August asks :— as 

Will the two Muhammadan leaders admit that this autonomy, which they 
advocate in the Aligarh College, is the same thing which the new party in 
India advocate in a more extended form for the whole country ? 

108. Seeing the husband of a learned lady of Bengal which is determined 

oe to maiutain the swadesht agitation, goes and joins 

Vandit Rambhaj Dutt joins the the Congress at Lahore which repudiates that 

- movement, the people, says the Bharat Mitra 
( Calcutta] of the 7th August feels very much surprised and rightly too. 

109. Reviewing the trade report for the year ending the 3lst March 

oe 1909, the Bharat Mitra |Calcutta) of the 7th 

ee August notices the falling off both in the export of 
raw materials and in the imports of manufactured goods. As to the latter, 
it is, says the paper, mainly due to the swadeshi agitation in which Bengal has 
taken the lead. ‘The saving effected to the country in this way would have 
been at least doubled if the people of other provinces had exerted themselves 
in the swadeshi cause as vigorously as the Bengalis. But what has been 
achieved is still a matter of congratulation, and it is hoped that, with the 
triumph of swadeshi, present year’s report will show a still further falling off 
in the imports and the hope can be realized only if the people take the vow of 
using indigenous articles only, and try to produce what they need. 

110. The Lharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th August, referring to 

The Aliehabea Exhibiti Sir John Hewett’s promise of official help to the 

oO AOS” ensuing Allahabad Provincial Exhibition, says that 
the promoters should see that the Government grant, etc., does not convert the 
people’s exhibition into an official institution in which Government servants 
may have the upperhand, for it will be a great drawback to the people’s 
progress in the way of their training of self-management and thus defeat the 
very object of the Exhibition. 

111. There was atime, says the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th 
August, when the very name of the Congress was 
odious to the high officials of Calcutta, and the 
feeling continued up to the eplit at the last Surat Congress, when all on a 
sudden it underwent a change, and the feeling of displeasure which lasted for 
22 years vanished altogether. The Governor of Madras went so far as to 
express his solicitiousness to meet its members and express his sympathy with 
them. Indications of showing similar favour to the Congress which is to 
meet at Lahore in the ensuing cold weather are not wanting. So the new 
Congress, while deprived uf the love of the old Congress men, is now being 
pampered by the love of the Government. ‘here is, therefore, a great 
difference between the Congress of the old days and of the present day. 
The former was truely a National Congress ; the latter may fairly be called a 
Government Congress. In spite of the fact that the demands of the latter 
Congress are almost the same as those of the former, still the Government 
does not consider the demands of the new Congress as unreasonable; many 
sensible men are of opinion that if the staunch supporters of the old Congress 
had continued on the new, remaining contented with their demands, even then 
Government would not be pleased with the Congress Split in the Congress Camp 
alone is therefore at the root of the love of Government for the new Congress. 
Governmentjfavour and sympathy with the reasonable demands of the people 
are no doubt highly desirable ; but if they have to be purchased with dissen- 
sions between brothers and brothers, they are very dangerous. ‘The Congress 
wants a share in the government of the country, which is rather too much for 
the officials to concede. Asa man of wealth fears his being deprived of all 
his wealth, a fully armed man of all his weapons, and a man enjoying {ull 
honours of his honour, so any compulsion to part with one’s powers and 
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privileges i¢ feared by one who is enjoying them. There is, however, only one 
condition under which an official can be compelled to part with his powers 
and privileges, and that is a complete union among the people. But when 
one sees the people divided among themselves, and the Government officials 
siding with one party casting angry looks on the other, one must know 
that the effort of those officials is not to permit that condition to come about. 
Being aware of this unfailing truth, those who are still showing their energy 
in holding a Congress from which the majority of their own brothers have to 
be excluded, are only planting the poisonous tree of disunion, and willingly 
inviting a terrible calamity to themselves. | 

112. The Bihar Bandhu eect of the 7th August publishes the 

A dial substance of the dialogue between Mr. Stead and 
ee Babu Surendra Nath Banerji in England, published 
in the Review of Reviews. 

113. Referring to the strictures passed by Dr. G. B. Clarke on Lord 
Morley, the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 8th 
August says :— 

We think that Lord Morley is a serpent, and that he now and then casts 
off his skin. He has cast off the skin of the Pall Mall Gazette. He has now 
assumed. the skin of Imperialism, and it has suited him well, It is useless to 
remind him of the skin he had of old. | 

114. The Bir Bharat [Calcutta] of the 8th August contains its own 

eis hdl Mies translation of Babu Arabindo Ghose’s ** An open 
re -rg nes OPS" letter to my countrymen.” 


Dr. G. B. Clarke on Lord Morley. 


115. In concluding an article on Hindu society, in which its deterioration 
Srinde enelet is ascribed to the bonds of religion becoming loose, 
the Bir Bharat [Calcutta] of the 8th August 

observes :— 

The awakening of the Brahmins will enable the Kshatriyas to regain their 
position. ‘The Vashyas who being proud of their money walk about with swollen 
breasts and do not hesitate in trampling down the Brahmins, will come to their 
senses and will not feel pride in selling foreign articles. Alas! We feel 
pain to say that our country owes its ruin to those of the erring Vaishyas, 
who gave up selling country goods, and considered the sale of foreign articles 
as the only source of their support. When the Vashyas will come to their 
senses, the country’s industry will become the pride of all the industries on 
the face of the globe. India will then be called an industrial and fruitful 
country, and bring immense wealth to its people. 


116. Referring to — aut orders forbidding the circulation of 
r. Hyndman’s paper Justice, the Hindi Bangavasi 
me. Ryatmane duster. (Qaloutts) of the Oth August quotes the last line 
of a Sanskrit poetry, which means too much of anything is bad. | | 


117. A correspondent in the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 10th August 
sarcastically suggests that as some School authori- 
ties kept their boys on the school premises 
until evening on the 7th of August last, in order to keep them away from 
the Boycott celebration meetings, Government might go on better, so to 
speak, and shut up all students in Fort William or in Alipur Jail from the 
15th to the 17th October next. This will bean effectual solution of the 
difficulty with which Government is confronted. 


Continuing, the writer, in referring to the Empire's paragraph which 
pointed out how Boycott Day was a day on which a mad dog bit a number of 
Calcutta people, retorts that Boycott Day and Partition Day invariably 
witness a number of dogs (not four-footed, but two-footed’, barking furiously. 
The writer then speaks of the ridiculous inconsistency of the Bengalis, in 
having their Boycott-day procession flag written in English instead of in the 
pir 5 so that common people might understand what the celebration 
was about. no 


. After commenting sarcastically on the action of a Bombay Magistrate in 
holding that two men whom be convicted in the local Dockyard theft case 
were deserving of light sentences, beeause they bore good characters, —as if a 
thief could be a man of good character,—the writer goes on to express his 
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opinion that Samadhyayi must be prepared to be pestered by detectives for 
sometime more yet, in spite of the fact of his acnuittal. 

In concluding, the writer cannot uuderstand why the Anglo-Indian Press 
is still not strongly reprobating the Bombay Magistrate who let off a 
Lieutenant of the 116th Marathas who had been brought up before him for 
having given a push to a Parsi, with a warning, and made him pay the 
costs of the suit. Was it not wrong of the Magistrate to believe a Parsi’s 
statement and make a European officer pay up Re. 1-4 as expenses! The 
Anglo-Indian community ought to raise this amount by subscription! Will 
not the Imperial Anglo-Indian Association move in the matter ? 

118. The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the 10th August asks why, though 


the law recognises no such distinctions, practical 
_—— a distinction is made between Indian vipare ana 
Anglo-Indian papers, when they both publish matter like Krishna Varma’s 
letter, Dhingra’s statement in Court, etc. 


Uriya PApErs. 


119. The Ursya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th July hopes 


that Mr. James, the Officiating Director of Public 


The necessity of History class [nstruction, Bengal. will do s ° 
in the Ravenshaw College pointed ’ gai, Wl d omething to have the 


post History class opened in the Ravenshaw College, 
_ as several students want to take up that subject, 

otherwise many students and their guardians will be disappointed. 
120. ‘he Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th July strongly 


~ supports the application of Srimati Nirmalabala 

The application of Miss Naik Naik, the first Oriya girl who has passed the 

0 special scholarship sup- Tntermediate Arts Examination, for a special 

scholarship enabling her to prosecute her studies 

still further. She belongs to a respectable Christian family in Balasore and 

her application to the Director of Public Instruction has been submitted 

through the Orissa Association. _ 

121. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 28th July is of 

a has | opinion that Government has given too much 

aa oe "power to the Calcutta Police, whereby Sub- 

Drees of Police will be in a position to inter- 

fere with public meetings and street processions. ‘These rules have already 

been published in the Calcutia Gazette, and they will soon make the Police all- 
powerful in the metropolis. : | 

122. The Uriya and Navasambad [Balasore] of the 28th July mourns 

the death of the Raja of Khallicote and Athgarh, 

I Bo sepa ine Reja of who is said to have been a large-hearted and 


liberal-minded Uriya noble of Ganjam, in the 
Madras Presidency. 


123. Referring tothe presence of Mr. Gandhi in England with the 

| object of bringing the acute sufferings of the Indians 

ae grievances of Transvaal in the Transvaal to the notice of the Imperial 
Government and the British public, the Samvad 
Vahtka |Balasore] of the 29th July hopes that Lord Crewe, the Colonial 


no rege f will pay attention to the just giievances of the Indians in that 
colony. 


i i ok ee ae 124, The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 
Charan Das for re-election as 29th July strongly supports the claims of Babu» 
Vice-Chairman of the Balasore Radha Charan Das for re-election as Vice-Chairman 
nc Board strongly of the Balasore District Board and quotes the 

favourable remarks which its Uriya contemporaries 
have made regarding his previous services to the people of Balasore. 


125. Referring to the interpellation made in the last meeting of the 

An interpellation in the Bence DCUS@! Legislative Council in connection with 

Legislative Council, SS sS«s«th@:smaanufacture and sale of Orissa Garjat ganja, 
the Nilachal Samachar [Puri] of the 30th July 

observes that the Excise Department of Government should do something 
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inthe matter without any delay. The use of Garjati ganja, if sanctioned, - 
wi!l no doubt minimige criminal prosecutions under the Excise Act, 

126. The Nuachal Samachar (Puri) of the 80th July is of opinion that "™jaus tnom™ 

Sanitation, the most important 2° Sanitation of rural and urban areas in Bengal | oe 
question of the day, il has become the most important question of the 
day. The sanitation of the country is intimatel 

connected with a sufficient supply of good drinking-water and healthy food. 
Thus wells and tanks in the interior of the districts should be cleansed and — 
repaired without any delay. It is hoped that the Government will turn its 
attention in that direction. | 

127. The Nilachal Samachar (Puri) of the 30th July states that the tomar Sauicnas, 
daily influx of pilgrims to Puri in the. present ““" ° ' 
month is about 150. Most ofthem come from the 


7 128. The Garjatbasini (Talcher] of the 31st [s7entn™ 
<p oe 2 uly states that the weather is alten A EE atta eae 
agriculture, and that the public health is good in 


Pilgrims in Puri. 
United Provinces. 


that State. 
129. A correspondent of the Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 31st July  Gassarsssrm, 
The necessity of a road in ‘St2te8 that the necessity of a road connectin —— 
Redes, "  Damodarpur, Panasgund, Pradhanpara an 
Ramchandrapur, in pargana Bara, in subdivision 
Kendrapara, in district Cuttack, is very much felt by the people, who suffer 
the greatest inconvenience in the rainy weather. 
130. The Garjatbasini (Talcher) of the 31st July states that the  Gansarsasrm, 
en iiiaiidias ihe Bangursingha bridge on the Cuttack-Dhenkanal = '™ ®t. 1902. 
the Cuttack-Dhenkanal Road, oad being out of repairs, the passengers on that 
road experience considerable ifficulty in 
performing their journey. The bridge should be repaired at once, 
131, The Garjatbasint [Talcher | of the 3lst July states that a branch 4#saTBasiN1, 
A branch Postiolfice needed in 4 O8t-Office_has become very necessary at Kharga- “7 "0" 
DhenismL eee’ prasad in Dhenkanal. ‘he attention of the Postal 
| authorities is drawn to the matter at once, 
132. ‘The Garjatbasini [Talcher} of the 31st July states that the people of SiMittn 
airakhol are thankful to the Political Agentfor ~"  * 
his humane order, exempting them from Jéethi, or 
service without remuneration, for a period of one 


Abolition of detht in Rairakhol 
for one year. 


year. 
133. The Garjatbasint [Talcher] of the 3lst July thanks the Raja  carsarmers:, 
The Bei Beh ene Bahadur of Sarangi in Ganjam for establishing an = "7 Sist, 1909. 
thanked anadar of Sarangt A nolo-Vernacular School at-Ichapur, which is cal- 
culated to do immense good to the residents of that 
station, : 
134. The Garjatbasins sag | of the 3lst July thanks the Chief of Sssatsasrs1, | 
alcher for providing light to the residents of °™Y **-’°: 
Talchergarh at the cost of the State. There is no 
Municipality at the Talchergarh. Consequently, 
this beneficent act of the Chief has endeared him to the people of Talchergarh, 
who are grateful to him in every way. | 
~ 4385. The Garjatbasini 'Talcher of the 31st July states that tigers are Gansarsasrs:, 
committing depredations in mauza Tumuni in Jy 3ist, 1909. 
Parunagarh in ; pa and that the people in that 
locality are therefore in a very uneasy state of mind. ) 
136. The Garjatbasini (Talcher | of the 31st July states that the Cuttack- 2satsaersr, 
henkanal road has again become infested with 


July Sist, 1909. 
_ an Soe tigers that now and then commit serious mischiefs. 
The Chief of Dhenkanal is taking steps to kill these man-eaters. 
137. The Garjatbasini rTalcher]| of the 3lst July states that the transfer  Gazsarsaers, 
ce a ee ee of the market from Sankhapur to the 60th mile ‘ly sist, 190. 
Sembalout rood. "of the Cuttack-Sambalpur road by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Angul is approved by the Angul 
public at large. This market, at its new situation, should have a sufficient 
number of houses to accommodate foreign traders. 


A generous provision of light in 
the Tolcheren. 


Tigers in Angul. 
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138. The Garjatbasiné [Talcher] of the 31st July exhorts the chiefs of 


iti arjats 10 Orissa to pay some personal attenti 
d lition of : ‘ ) | on 
uae aus in a Gelies to'the present condition of the weavers, who reside 


Garjate needs some personal atten- therein. There was a time, when the ancestors of 
tion from their chiefs. the present race of weavers in those States exhibited 
unrivalled skill in manufacturing clothes and other cotton piece-goods. 
Competition of foreign-made articles has reduced the present race of weavers 
to such a poor condition that they can hardly maintain themselves with the 
proceeds of their present industry. Steps should be taken to improve their 
industry, and to make them sketch out a career for themselves like their 
fore-fathers. , 
139. The Garjatbasini [Talcher} of the 31st July mourns the death of 


‘ia cia tk on the Raja of Khallicote and Athgarh, who was a 

Khallicote and Athgarh mourned. Kind and generous prince of Ganjam. He used to 

mix with his people freely and to take intelligent 

interest in the public questions of the day. The Berhampore College in 

Ganjam and the Ravenshaw Girls’ School in Cuttack were benefited by his 
liberality. 

140 Roferring to the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Macpherson in a 


recent meeting of the Bengal Legislative Council 

Orissa ganja, a subject of inter- that the Excise Department of Government would 
pellation in the Bengal Legislative : or ; Page 

Council. take the question of patronising Orissa ganja into 

its consideration, the Utkaibarta [Calcutta] of the 

31st Julv points ont that the manufacture and sale of Orissa ganja will not in 

any way prove a losing concern to the Government. The people of Orissa 

are anxious to know what the Excise Department of Government has to say on 

the subject. 
141. The Utkalbaria (Calcutta! of the 3lst July supports the proposal 


. of one of its ccrrespondents to request the Bengal- 
Fictot Peel to issue Bailway Nagpur Railway Company to issue their Railway 
ickets in Uriya. ; . . 

tickets in the Uriya language, as a large number 

of Uriya passengers travel] through that line every year. The tickets are 

already in English and Hindi. Uriya tickets may be used as well. This is 

very necessary, a8 a very large number of Uriya passengers do know neither 
English nor Hindi | 

142. Referring to the infliction of a fine of Rs. 50 on Nogendranath 

Mitra, who had assaulted his Uriya gardner, 

. . perio. of justice . the named Bhikari Swain at Balliaghatta in Calcutta, 

Oslcutta. SH the assault proving fatal in the end, the U¢kalbarta 

(Caleutta] of the 3lst.July observes that there has 

been a travesty of justice, which should draw the personal attention of His 

Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for according to the Judge the 

price put on the life of a Uriya is only Rs. 50. Had the son of Bhikari Swain, 

who was the complainant in the case money enough to engage lawyers to 

conduct his case, its result would have been far different from what it has been. 


143. The Utkalbarta [Pateetes | of the 31st July states that the Sub- 
roe _._. divisional Magistrate of Khurda imprisoned two 
Kira eoarise of justice in women for a period of one week, simply because 
| they had used foul language towards one of his 

peons. Even granting that the peon hada soot ground of complaint, the 


punishment inflicted was very severe. Such mode of dealing out justice will 
no doubt create discontent among the people. 


144, The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 31st July states that high flood 

A high flood in the Mandakinj 12 the river Mandakini in Khurda compelled many 

rating a good deal of mischiefin men and women to take shelter on the branches 

Te of trees, whereas their houses and their cattle were 

all swept away by a strong current of water. Those that had taken shelter 
in this way had to come down after a lapse of two or three days. 


145. The Ufkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 31st July states that the 


Dompar I sty] is not vet 
Tees end athe Od cc a estate in the Cuttack district 1s y 


in Dompara. free from the depredations uf tigers and other wild 
animals, 
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146, The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 31st 

Cattle disease in Angal and July states that the cattle in Angul, Sambalpur, 

smn nienn ioc Bhubaneswar and Khurda are suffering from foot 
and mouth disease. are 

147. The Utkaldipike A ea ser of the 3lst July is of opinion that the 

area Sead eect ee Cle 

The responsibility of Dis sho e non-official gentlemen of inde n 
Board Viee-Obairmen disoussec. = sans and should have sufficient power to feel the 
responsibility of their positions. The Chairmen should delegate some of their 
powers to their Vice-Chairmen. This will create public spirit in the minds 
of the Vice-Chairmen and induce them to act with a spirit of self-sacrifice, 
energy and ??. 

148, The ne agg 7 oe 31st . uly Bway on = 

on’ble Mr. M. S. Das, C 1.E., has been served wit 
said to bore beuh lien s = the a notice by the anarchists to repent and retract 
anarchists. his utterances in the Bengal Council in connection 
with Sir Curzon-Wyllio’s death on penalty of meeting with a similar end. 
It is said that the notice is in the hands of the Calcutta Police, who are 
engaged in tracing the author. 

149. The Uthaldiptka [Cuttack] of the 31st July supports the pronounce- 
ment of the Garjatbasini that the Uriyas are, as 
a —_ rule, very idle and observes that this 
idle habit is traceable to their ignorance and their 
addiction to cigars, betels and such other things. 

150, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st July gives a short account 

ite ane of the “ean of a meeting held at the 

ete rin opens Cuttack Town Library Hall under the presidency 
of Mr. M. 8S. Das, c.1.8., to hear a lecture delivered by Mrs. M. Wheeler, 
the distinguished daughter of the late Reverend K. M. Banerjee on 
temperance. The meeting was attended by a large number of students, 
who seem to have been well impressed with the spirit of the lecture. A large 
number of the gentlemen of the station were also present. Several gentlemen 
and students signed their names on a paper promising not to use wine and 
opium. It is said that the excise policy of Government is such as not to 
discourage drunkenness and intemperance in the country. 


151. The Utkaldivika [Cuttack] of the 31st July relying on the state. 

i il aa ment . one of its correspondents observes that 

erry, Doat needed at mie there should be a ferry boat on the Taldanda 

alas a ina Canal at mile 28, Xhandatara yhat, thereby 

enabling villagers to cross the canal every day on business. The attention 
of the Executive Engineer concerned is drawn to the matter at once. 


152, The Utkaldipika (Cuttack ] of the 3let Jnly is unable to understand 

ow an increase of four lakhs of rupees could 
be effected in the proceeds from the Income-tax 
in Bengal in the year 1908-09, which was a year of famine ‘in the 
country. 


1538. The Utkaldipika Ragu nd of the 3lst July is sorry to note that 

mere the ministry in England is unable to accept the 

A mistakeof the British Ministry partition of Bengal as a cause of unrest in the 

saa country and observes that the ministry, in not 

arg ch facts as they are, only encourages wicked men to proceed in their 
vile work. 


154. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st J uy is sorry to point out 
that Mr. Achyuta Rao Ko 
A travesty of justice pointed of Desasebaka, a Mahratti paper, was punished 
oe with rigorous imprisonment for 15 months for 
translating and publishing an English speech of Mr, Arabinda Ghosh, who 
was found not guilty in the celebrated Manicktola conspiracy case, in which 
this very speech was made the subject of a charge against him. When the 
original speech was found passable, how could its translation be reckoned as 
punishable? At any rate Mr. Kolhatkar should have been released as soon 
as Mr. Arabinda Ghosh was discharged. 


A diagnosis of the idleness of 
the Uriyas. 


A puzzle. 


atkar, the Editor of 
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155. Referring to the fact that the Tax-Daroga under the Jajpur 
: ‘i iiaelll ik Municipality bey ie eye ong’! oe Tea. 
Remarks on the Ohairman and gyry as soon as it came to his hands, the Uikaldip; 

Geil. eo roe of the 31st July points out that this pen 

: __ made possible through the lax supervision of the 

Vice-Chairman and Chairman of that municipality. The writer hopes that 

the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman will more carefully attend to their dutios 
in the future. | 

156. A correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st July states 

that the grants promised to most of the Middle 


Certain defects in the educa- : : eo 
out tae a a ee English and Middle Vernacular Schools in the 


District Board pointed out. Jajpur Subdivision of the Cuttack district are not 
paid punctually, and this laxity on the part of the 

Cuttack District Board canses great hardship to the teachers concerned. Some 

steps should immediately be taken for the punctual payment of these grants, 

It is further pointed out that the frequent suspensions of grants of aided 
schools in that subdivision strike at their stability and retard their progress. 
On the other hand, a sympathetic and courteous treatment is very necessary 
in the interest of education in the country. — 

157. Acorrespondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3lst July 

b euind te behall of the Beboenle the cause of the Patwaris in Orissa, who 
1. Outen. had jagir lands for their remuneration in the 
Province, which lands were in the course of 
time brought under regular assessment. A late Commissioner of the Orissa 
Division made a promise to the Patwaris that their services would be utilised 
in the maintenance of record work. Now that this work is going to be done, 
the claim of the Patwaris must not be forgotten. 
158. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st 


ee July states that rice sells at 9 seers per rupee in 


that district. 
159. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 31st July states that notwith- 
udians Sines ti iii standing a few stray cases of cholera in the Cuttack 
ee town, its public health may be said to be good. 
160. The Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the 31st July is sorry to learn that a 
ms fae ae ea large quantity of cotton piece-goods was imported 
és Cae, © Pavows™ © to Orissa in 1908-09, whereby the indigenous 
industry of the weavers in Orissa was seriously 
checked. The writer appeals to the patriotism of the Uriyas and requests them 
to use those cloths only that are manufactured by their own countrymen, for 
hoW can a country prosper, whose indigenous industry is neglected in evéry 
way. 
161. The Utkadiptka (Cuttack) of the 3lst July thanks the Raja of 
1 ie ok Recieet Oot Surangi in Ganjam for establishing a lower 
ne Oe Sunange ans secondary school at Ichhapur in that district. This 
institution will no doubt prove useful to the Uriyas in that district. 
162. The. Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3lst July gives an account of tle 
A meeting to exvrese sorrow proceedings of a meeting held at Dharakote in 
and sympethy in Ganjam. Ganjam to express sorrow at the death of the Raja 


; of Khallicote, and to send messages of condolence 
to his family. 


163. The Utkaldipita [Cuttack] of the 8lst July states that Muhammad 


fall; 7 Yusaf, s resident of the Cuttack town, who 
An infallibl rke- 2 : eer 
ae oe ee practises as a doctor in the Khandpara State, 1s in 
possession of a medicine for snake-bite, which 1s 
said to be infallible. : 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, - 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEA 
BY THE BENGAL SPECIAL BRANCH. 
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[As it stood on Ist January 1909. ]} 


LT WITH 


No. Name of Publication. {Where published.| Edition. Name, caste and age of Editor. Circulation. 
1 | “ Amrita Bazar Patrika’’ | Calcutta Daily woe | K. P. Chatterji, age 45, Brahmin oes 4,000 
9 |* Behar Herald” .» | Patna 0c | WORRIES save — Nath Dey, age 40, Pleader of 600 

ankipore. 
3 |“ Beharee” ... .ee | Bankipore Bi-weekly ... | Sham danke Sahai, Pleader, and P. P. 760 
Sharma of Muzaffarpur. 
4 | ‘* Bengalee”’... . | Calcutta we | Daily eee | 5. N. Banerji, Kali Prasana Sen, age 38, 6,000 
and Kali Nath Roy. 
6 | “ Bihar” -- | Patna we | Weekly —... | Kali Kumar ‘inha, B.a., B.u., Pleader of 760 
Bankipore, age 35, Kayastha. 
6 |“ Hindoo Patriot ”’ » | Calcutta »- | Daily .». | Stish Chandra/Sarbadhikari, age 40, and 800 
Koylash Ch. Kanjilal, Pleader, Sealdah 
Small Cause Court. 
7 | “Indian Empire” » | Ditto Weekly ... | Kesab Chandra Banerjee, B.a., age 465, 1,600 
Brahmin, and Panchanon Mazumdar, 
age 36, Hindu Baidya. 
8 | “Indian Mirror ” | Ditto ». | Daily .»» | Rai Norendra Nath Sen Bahadur, age 1,000 
60, Head of the Mahabodi Society. 
9 | “Indian Nation ”’ »»| Ditto «| Weekly  ..,| N. N. Ghose, age 68, Bar-at-Law si 600 
10 | “ Indian Tit-Bits ”’ »»| Ditto ot ae oo» | Satis Ch. Mukerjee alias M. Suttie, age 800 
27, Brahmin. 
11 | “Kayestha Messenger” | Gaya : Do. +. | Jugal Kishore, age 36, Kayastha sas 600 
12 |“ Moslem Chronicle”... | Calcutta “ot cs ge Hamid, Ba, age 37, Muham- 700 
: madan. } 
13 | * Mussalman” we | Ditto nv ae oe | A. Rasul and M. Rahman, Muhammadans 500 
14 | “ Reis and Rayyet”’ ot ooo “it ... | Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 68, a Calcutta 500 
house-owner. 
16 | “Star of Utkal ”’ eee | Cuttack Do. Kherode Ch. Roy Chowdhry, age 68, 400 
retired Head-master of a Government 
College. 
16 | “Telegraph ” | Calcutta ee | Do. eee | Satyendra Nath Bose, B.a., age 31 $,000 
ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS. 
| 
1 | “Day’s News” Calcutta . | Daily ave oo Premananda Bharati, age 60, 600 
indu. 
2 | ** Karmayogin ” Ditto woe | Weekly Editor’s name not known for certain. 2,000 
Arabindo Ghose is one of the contri. 
butors to the paper. 
3 | “ National Daily ” «| Ditto . | Daily | 
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II.—-Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—P 0 lice . 


724. The Bengalee has a foretaste of what would happen in Calcutta 
when the Police Bill becomes law, in the pro- 
The 7th of August at Bombay. hibition of the 7th of August celebration at 


Bombay by order of the Commissioner of Police. That is why it (the paper) 
is seriously opposed to the sections of the new Bill which confer extraordinary 
powers upon the police in dealing with processions and public meetings or 
with cries and songs in public places. These powers are sure to be abused, 
even as the large powers already possessed have so often been abused in 


the past. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


725. In continuation of its previous article on the subject, the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika states that it was during the Gov- 

_The High Court and the Execue ernment of Lord Lytton that the first blow was 
wa dealt at the independence of the High Court. Lord 
Salisbury, the then Secretary of State for India, sided with the executive 
authorities and argued the question in this wise: His Lordship thought 
that since the King-in-Council had the power of dismissing a High Court 
Judge, the Viceroy who represented the Sovereign in this country must also 
enjoy the same right. The Viceroy would, therefore, have not only the 
ower to censure the High Court, but to interfere with its judicial proceedings 
and even to dismiss the Judges, if necessary. It was a too-clever-by-half 
argument which the Secretary of State used ; but strangely enough the Judges 
of the Indian High Courts, instead of making a row over it, tamely submitted 
to the dictum laid down by him. Lord Salisbury left the question open and 
undecided, and the executive in India, taking advantage of this vague and 
indefinite position, have gradually sought to bring the Judicial Courts within 
their influence till things have come to such a pass that even District Magistrates 
think that they may go to the length of criticising the learned Judges of the 


High Court. se 
727. The Amrita Bazar Pairika states that since the blow dealt at the 


independence of the Indian High Court by the 

Lid. GJovernment of Lord my ton, through the well- 

known Fuller Minute, so many incidents have ppened to belittle the 
judiciary on the part of the executive, that it is not possible to recount them 
all. There has been a systematic attempt to encroach on the rights of the 
High Court so that the executive authorities might carry on the administration 
unchecked and unfettered by the healthy control of the judiciary, while the 
latter stages have been far worse than the first. The Judges of the High 
Court were humiliated in several cases and more especially in the Gibbons 
case, the result of which showed how helpless even he, Sir Comer Petheram, 
an independent Judge, was when measuring his strength with the all-powerful 


ad ~~ Amrita Bazar Pairika cites the Barisal case to show how the 


executive have interfered with the judicial indepen- 
Thid. dence of District and Sessions Judges and Subor- 
dinate Magistrates. In this historic drama, Babu Atool Chunder Chatterjee, 


Subdivisional Officer of Patuakhali, in Backergunge, was principally con- 
cerned. He had the reputation of being an independent, honest and con- 


scientious Judicial officer, in other words, he did not convict the accused 
sent up by the police when there was not sufficient evidence against 
them, and in consequence became an object of displeasure to the executive 
authorities. He and the District Superintendent of Police could not agree, 
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because he could not be got to convict at the dictation of the latter, This so- 
called acquitting tendency of Atool Babu was eventually brought to the notice 
of Sir Charles Elliott who ordered the Commissioner of the Dacca Division to 
make an enquiry. The latter; as ro cage expressed great dissatisfaction 
with the work of Babu Atool Chunder and made come strong remarks upon 
his conduct as a Judicial officer. He charged the Subdivisional Officer with 
having assumed a hostile attitude towards the police and held out somethin 

like a threat that, unless he showed a higher percentage of convictions, he coul 

expect no promotion. The matter was, however, brought to the notiee of the 


High Court by Mr. Staley, District Judge of ree ee 7 Steg the result that 


a reference was ultimately made to the Secretary of State in England. It 
might seem extraordinary that a District Judge could have the audacity and 
public spirit to report against the Government to the High Oourt. But in 
those days (1891) District Judges had not been so thoroughly demoralized nor 
the High Court so belittled as now. 3 


(d) Education. 


728, From the address delivered by Mr. P. N. Bose as Rector of 
the Bengal Technical Institute, the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika learns with pleasure that the National 
Council of Education, and the Bengal Technical Institute are likely to be 
united before long. Mr. Bose did not waste many words in pointing out why 
nothing had so far been done. True to the new spirit, he does not-indulge 
in useless condemnation of the policy of the Goverriment. A Government in 
which the people: have no voice is not a Government whieh ‘can be expected 
to do what Governments have dofie in other countries. The people may ask 
it to do certain things, even bring moral pressure to bear upon it, but so long 
as they have no voice in it and no control over the expenditure of the tax- 
payer's money, they must be prepared to see it act ureasonably and indulge 
in extravagance at one extreme and niggardliness at the other. What is 
more, they must realise their own responsibility in the matter. Neither the 
Council nor the institute has received the support to which they are so justly 
entitled. The journal is certain that this is due to the repressive policy of 
the Government which paralysed popular activities for several months. Now, 
however, that the people have partially recovered from its effects, there can 
be no excuse for further inaction. There is no douht that the appeal for funds 


Technical education. 


_ made by both the institutions will meet with a hearty and immediate response 


from the public. As regards that aspect of swadeshism proper, which 
concerns consumption, Mr. Bose makes an interesting suggestion which has 
been thrown out before now, but which has not so far been acted upon. “La 
regard to the defence-aleo,”’ he says, “a concerted plan of operations would be 
far more éffective than isolated, unsystematic ‘and not always well-directed 
efforts. In fact, an organisation which would determine what industries should 
be helped and for how long, and what would be the best way of rendering that 
help, is badly needed.” : : 
729. ‘he Amrita Bagar Patrika regards it as a misfortune that the 
authorities should fail to sympathisé with and 
understand the most difficult situation in which 
the elderly portion of the nation are placed with regard to the education of 
their children. The authorities have almost become hysterical at the idea of 
boys being connected with the Swadeshi movement. This attitude on their 
part 1s not only a grave wrong to the people of the country, but stands in the 
way of the removal of a cause of general discontent. Such being the case, 
the journal thinks it its duty to ask the authorities to consider serious y whether 
they should not lay aside their present attitude with reference to the 
association of boys with the Swadeshi movement and encoursge them inthe 
ptrsuit of improving village industries and devising means to provide for 
subsistence and business education. It is, however, feared that any appeal 


eae” direction is not likely to be received by the authorites in good 


Industrial education. 
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(h)— General, 


730. The Indian Mirror states that the Master of Elibank makes a "ms BiO™ 
correct estimate of the situation in saying that the oe 
masses in India are unmoved by the. propaganda 
) of sedition, For example, very few.of the repre- 
sentative men participated in the boycott celebration in Caleutta, ‘The 
participation of the general public in the demonstration was far from what it 
used +o be in former years, and there was a distinct falling off in the crowd 
that gathered in Greer Park to renew the boycott vow. The journal thinks 
there is more anxiety on the part of Government to repress. lawlessness and 
crime than to acknowledge the services of those who are helping. the cause of 
law and order'to the best of their power. This is a most important point, for 
even the most loyal may be prone to lose his faith if he finds himself in a 
position of isolation, derided by the multitude and ignored by the Government. 
The thing most desired at this moment is co-operation between the Govern- 
ment and the people. For this purpose there must be a little unbending and 
compromise on either side. 
731, In refuting the statement made by the Under-Secretary of State, BENGALER, 
wins icter ot Wbiad to the effect that the people are not prepared to 7 Ans: 19% 
assist the uutlorities, either through terrorism or 
dislike of Government, the Bexgalee declares the people are quite ready to co- 
operate with the Government for the preservation of law and order, if only 
they ure told in what precise manner they are to co-operate and if they are 
given an assurance that the police will not harass innocent persons. Unfor- 
tunately this is precisely the assurance which the Master of Elibank is not 
prepared to give. ‘‘Ordinary law”, he says, “bas perilously failed to save 
the country ’’—which means that extraordinary law like the Regulation of 1818 
must be resorted to, or the basis of civilised jurisprudence in regard to evidence 
altered. Either men are to be Meow without trial merely on police 
suspicion or they are to be convicted on inadequate evidence. ‘' We have to 
strike quickly”, says the Under-Secretary, ‘‘and take no risks.” ‘That: is 
precisely what makes it impossible for the people to do anything. The Master 
of Elibunk will find it hard to point to a single country in the civilised world 
where the people would actively co-operate with the authorities on such condi- 
tions. It is a grave error to think that it is the deportations which improved 
the state of things inthis country. The deportations by themselves would 
have only made things worse. What has improved the state of things to some 
extent is the reform scheme and the partial abandonment of the policy of the 
past. An even more important part has been played by the justice done by; 
some of the High Courts, notably the Calcutta High Court under its present 
Chief Justice, in some cases of a political or semi-political nature. Ordinar 
law has been found to be quite adequate for the punishment of the guilty, In 
the several cases.in which the perpetrators of crime are still at large, the fault 
rests entirely with the police who not only lack detective ability, but generally 
start with pre-conceived notions, and not with the law which, whenever. the 
right man has been arrested, has been found to be adequate in dealing with 
him. The Master of Elibank ought to remember that intellectual freedom 
must bring political freedom in its train. If agitators are doing anything 
illegal or criminal, no threat is necessary ; they might be left to be dealt with 
by the law. If they are doing nothing illegal why punish them unnecessarily ? 
It cannot be imagined that in a country which 1s intellectually free, things 
will improve if officials punish merely on suspicion, men who are guilty of no 
other offence than that of speakiug out the thoughts of the people and voicing 
the general feelings. In the very nature of things indiscriminate punishment 
of this kind will evoke such moral indignation in the public mind that Govern- 
ment will abandon the policy in its own interest. 
732. The Bengalee says the Master of Elibank and his colleagues are «  sBaweat 
mistaken if they imagine that it is by reforms like — *th Avg. 1909. 
ae those contemplated by them that Indian desires 
can best be satisfied. Ifthe enthusiasm which greeted the Reform Scheme 
when it was first announced has now disappeared, the reason isto be found 
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partly in the provision of separate representation which, it is feared, wilj 
more than counterbalance any advantages that the reforms might bring, and 
partly in the growing consciousness of the community that the advantages 
themselves would hardly be very substantial. On the other hand, Indian desireg 
are rapidly advancing. Everything that is happening in the country is 
impressing the Indian with the conviction that the present condition of things 
is hopelessly abnormal, and that the only hope of salvation lies in the securing 
by the people of an effective measure of self-Government. As Babu S. N. 
Banerjee said in one of his English speeches, the people must have control of 
some at least of the great departments of the administration. The co-operation 
that is demanded of the people would have no value and no meaning, if it were 
to be rendered from a position where there is neither rigbt nor responsibility. 
It is this position of responsibility which the Indian is anxious to secure for his 
people. Isthe Government going to give it to them? Lord Morley, during 
the period intervening between his appointment to the office of Secretary of 
State and the announcement of the Reform Scheme, was all the while busy 
repressing the very desires of the people which, it is now said, isthe duty 
of statesmanship to recognise, while the fact that things necessarily went from 
bad to worse was made the basis for further repression. Thus one blunder led 
to another, until there has been quite a chapter of them and large numbers of 
people stand alienated from the Government. Lord Morley has himself 
admitted that the partition was a blunder, and that it went wholly and 
decisively against the wishes of the majority of the people concerned. Why 
does he not then recognise those wishes as wellas the wishes of Indians in 
regard to the abandonment of the repressive policy, the release of the deportees 
and the granting of an amnesty to political prisoners? If these desires are 
not recognised or satisfied, is there no room for legitimate discontent, and are 
men to be punished because they say there is? 

733. The Bengalee quotes an extract from the speech of the Master of 

Elihank to show how the rulers profess one thing 
SB ey lig Elibank on the snd act in a contrary way. He is reported to have 
: said: “The British public ought to regard the 
assassination as an isolated act of afanatic. It was not connected with any 
widespread conspiracy.” ‘Ihe journal declares the result of the Alipore case has 
also proved the same thing, namely, that the half a dozen bomb and revolver 
outrages perpetrated in India were the isolated acts of a few crackbrained lads. 
The Midnapore case has likewise proved that the so-called conspiracy was evolved 
out of panic from the inner consciousness of the local authorities. Why then 
these drastic measures, threats, and deportations, and why should not the 
deportees be released? Above all, why should the people be made to feel 
constantly that, though British subjects, they do not enjoy al] the protection 
which a British subject has a right to enjoy, and that their lives, liberties and 
honour are at the mercy of an irresponsible police. 

734, The Bengalee suggests that the deposits in the Fund be utilised for 
some great schemes of reform which will benefit 
the country as a whole. Two such schemes strike 
it as most pressing, both of which have been delayed too long on financial 
grounds. The first is the improvement of education in all its various branches 
in the primary and secondary stages, which will equip a large number of young 
men who now go without any education, fer a suitable career, The second is 
the improvement of sgriculture by financing the cultivators with loans for 
certain specified purposes. 


Government Provident Fund. 


III .— LEGISLATION. 


735. The Telegraph says no community is free from malefactors and 


able to do without police; an olice, how- 
The Calcutta Police Act amend- wit pees 8 d no police, 


mi ever powerful and able, can succeed without the 

co-operation of the community at large. This is 
the natural state of things in every civilized country. India, however, 
appears to be differently situated, and the authorities here are evidentlry 
of opinion that it is the police who need support, and that the community 
at large does not stand in need of protection, no doubt because of ifs 
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perverseness. This is a sorry state of things which, it ig feared, will 
continue to last so long as the rulers are not disabused of this conviction 
that the people are not in any way inimical to the police. The journal 
prays the rulers to keep this truth in view and to act accordingly. They 
ought to remember that the interests of the gee and the people are identical 
if only the former will keep within bounds, and that the latter deserve 
as much consideration as, if not more than, the police. Mr. Duke embodies 
in his Bill the powers and prohibitions under the Bombay Act to make 
the peg more powerful, but he leaves out the only provision (section 
19 of the Bombay Act) for providing some salutary check for the possible abuse 
of those powers, and thereby guarding against oppression and providing pro- 
tection for the people at large. In his anxiety to pursue that ‘‘ microscopic 
minority ” of the community who may be drawn into the vortex of crime, he 
loses sight of what is undoubtedly due to the people, who are not always 
sinning but are sinned against alike by the criminals and an overzealous 
police. The public are consequently justified in thinking that the present 
measure 1s the outcome not of an honest desire to improve the efficiency of the 
city police, but of the intention of legalising defects which have raised a 
veritable storm of protest both here and in England. ‘The journal wishes the 
authorities would explain the situation and thus set the public mind at rest. 
736. The Indian Empire ogy = a Bengal Government has, almost 
cone .,. verbatim, taken the powers of prohibition, etc. 
a Wy oo has left out the only 
provision (section ms in the latter to safeguard the interests of the people and 
to provide some salutary check on the possibility of the police overstepping 
their legitimate functions und descending to the level of oppression. The 
reason for this exclusion is attributed to the desire of the authorities to 
strengthen the hands of the police to remove the chances of their paying for 
their folly and to place the entire community absolutely at their mercy. 
The journal is of opinion that in undertaking the Police Act on the line 
proposed, the Government has been actuated by the same feeling as that which 
prompted it to order the Midnapore enquiry—a desize to whitewash and more 
adequately protect the police against the general population. It is hoped the 
authorities will be able to prove that it is not as bad as the publie suppose. 
737. The Indian Nation protests against the manner in which the Bengal 
Bienes) Hesdee Bill Excise Bill was passed and against the spirit of 
Nac the Bill. Although admittedly of a complex 
nature, the Bill was hurried through and a hundred amendments disposed 
of by the simple method of lumping together those that related to the 
same subject and rejecting them wholesale. The journal is surprised that 
Sir Edward Baker, who exhorted his officers to rely on “the more 
difficult acts of persuasion and conciliation in 7 of the easier methods 
of autocracy,” did not adopt that sound principle in dealing with so im- 
portant a Bill. Whether or not the proceeds of drink is a legitimate source 
of income to Government may be a moot point; but there can be no question 
that Government is bound to restrict its sale by resisting the pecuniary 
temptation to popularize the habit of drink amongst a hitherto conspicuously 
temperate people. To authorise, as the Bill does, the Excise Department to 
grant at its discretion licenses for sale of intoxicants, is the best way to 
augment revenue at a sacrifice of health, prosperity and sobriety. 7 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS, 


738. The Bengalee says it is not surprising that the announcement of 

| ublic meetings to be held in connection with the 

The Anglo-Indian Press on the borthooming boycott celebration should have pro- 
—" voked the Anglo-Indian Press into wild hysterics, 
The notice which has been gppearing in the press, calling upon the country to 
celebrate the anniversary of the boycott, does not even speak of “ boycott,” 
the celebration itself being called the 7th of August celebration. This, however, 
has not produced the desired effect upon the Anglo-Indian Press which is still 
as immoderate in its criticisms as ever. The unrest has, indeed, some 
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connection with the boycott, The two are effects of the same cause, and that 
cause was the reactionary policy pursued by a succession of rulers. ‘I'he 
unrest has no doubt been accentuated since the boycott, but the accentuation 
+3 due not to the boycott nor to picketing, but to a series of repressive measures 
which short-sighted officials, hounded on by the watch-dogs of the Anglo- 
Indian Press, adopted ‘one after another to put down a perfectly lawful 
movement, 

739, The Indian Mirror hopes that the thoughtful and well-reasoned 


address which Mr. P. N. Bose delivered at the 
ae a peorysy ae ae Bengal Technical Institute, will engage the atten- 


former. tion of all who are interested in the progress of 
Swadeshism. The figures quoted by Mr. Bose demonstrate the absolute worth- 
lessness of the boycott as a means of the industrial development of India, 
On the other hand, it is impossible to over-estimatethe harm which the 
boycott movement has done to the cause of Indian progress. Swadeshism is a 
thing quite distinct and apart from boycott, for there is nothing in the former 
to stimulate racial animosity or to disturb the tranquil life of the community, 
while these undesirable factors are conspicuous in the latter. ‘I'his being the 
case, it is imperatively necessary that those who are truly interested in the 
Swadeshi movement should do their utmost to keep it free from the contami- 
nation of boycott. 

740. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka declares the Pioneer is quite right 


: when it says that all classes of the people have 
The industrial progress of the Come to realise the importance of industrial (in- 
country. : . . 
cluding agricultural) progress. In fact, the gilt 
has now all worn off the ginger bread of agitation for political privileges. 
The bulk of the thinking people are at one in holding that popular ener 
should be wholly concentrated on the work of industrial regeneration. The 
Pioneer under-estimutes the volume and force of popular sentiment in this 
respect when it says that ‘there are even some who recognise that this (indus- 
trial progress) is far more important than political agitation on a seat on an 
enlarged Council.” ‘The glamour which once surrounded the idea of political 
rights, etc., is all gone almost, and people have learnt to see these things 
in their proper perspective. 
741. The Amrita Bazar Pairika declares it would be an act of suicide on 
The Swadeshi-boycott move- the part of the authorities if they try to stifle the 
ment. Swadeshi-boycott movement. Its object being the 
industrial regeneration of the country, it Serves the purpose both the people 
and the Government have in view. It, besides, draws away the minds of 
men politically inclined from political agitation. 
742, The Hindoo Patriot states that in order to attain the ideal of nationa- 


eG lism, the people must make a hard struggle and 


not allow themselves to be led by the whimsical 
ideas of go-ahead nationalists of the day, who are trying to form an im- 


possible ideal without ascertaining the actual condition of the country and the 
circumstances under which they are placed. If the people really want to 
nationalise themselves, they must first abandon all sorts of hyprocrisy and 
substitute in its place genuineness and sincerity. They should each conscien- 
tiously perform the duties they owe to their creator, their Government, their 
superiors, friends, relatives and countrymen, and by such discharge of duty they 
may hope to attain their object. Let self be improved, then the people will be 


improved, Let ideal individualism be practised, and it will not take very 
long to establish an ideal nationalism. 


743. The Indian Mirror is of opinion that national progress is closely 
Our national progress bound bound up with the question of the depressed 
up with the question of the Classes. Their redemption means the accession of 
opreseed classes. fresh strength to Indian nationalism. They con- 


stitute, moreover, an invaluable asset inthe industrial development of India. 
Those who are rending the air with 


h their cries for self-Government, will 
thus see that a good deal of work has yet to be done by the people themselves 
r that concession, They should try 
be a righteous nation, and their national progress will 


before they can be pronounced fit fo 
first and foremost to 


be laid on a solid basis 
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744, The Bengalee is of opinion that if the Hindus are to be an efficient 
Po factor in the future Indian nation, they must 
he dase look to the advancement of their community in 
educational, moral, economic and religious matters. The bulk of the people 
must first be socially elevated if they are to help the cause of political 
elevation. Alike from the point of view of the preservation of their race 
and in the interests of the nation that they are anxious to bring into existence, 
as well as of humanity, educated Hindus must make ita point to study the 
conditions of what are called the low castes, improve them in every possible 
way, abolish the barriers between one caste and another, and as far as possiole 
do away with pernicious institutions which stand in the way of progress and 
work assiduously for bringing about that solidarity to which things are 
moving in other directions. 

745, The Bengalee hopes that the people will assemble in their thousands 
on the occasion to testify to the strength of the 
| Swadeshi-boycott movement and renew the 
Swadeshi vow. The agitation against the partition has been deseribed by a 
high age as an expiring flame, and it is necessary to demonstrate that 
the feeling which. gave birth to the agitation is as strong as ever, 

746, The National Daily states that the 7th of August will decide the 
question as to whether Moderates or Extremists 
shall win. There was a time, not long ago, when 
the moderates’ influence was on a par with that of the extremists, and 
this influence has been regained since the Alipore revelations. The aim of the 
extremist party was, at firet, to break up the moderate party, by making it 
unpopular with the masses by speeches and writings, Their chief weapon 
was irreverent reflection on the public character of the moderate leaders. And 
in this they succeeded so well that they began to draw up a constructive 
programme on extremist lines. It would have been consummated if the 
extremist leaders were politicians and not mere political enthusiasts. It is 
now an open secret that the majority of the people were on their side, and yet 
they failed to exert any lasting influence on them, because extremism was 
based on hatred and nurtured on virulent attacks, It had nothing positive 
about it. Above all it was full of impossible theories without any constructive 
programme to support it. 

747. The Bengal observes that in the history of Bengal and the Bengalis, 

there have been few days more conspicuous or 

Sarre Ag memorable than the 7th of August 1905. It was 

on that day that a nation came into existence in Bengal—a nation whose future 
is still enveloped in darkness, which has had no end of trouble and suffering 
during the brief period of its existence, but which, for good or for evil, has 
taken the decisive step and cannot go back upon it, The question that then 
confronted the people was whether they should accept a wrong merely because 
an erratic Viceroy was resolved to inflict it upon them or should they, like 
men, continue the fight for justice and truth, come what might. ‘lhe partition 
of Bengal only symbolised the nature and extent of the power which the 
bureaucracy enjoyed in this country and demonstrated the utter impotence 
of the people in matters concerning their deepest interests. The position that 
the people took up in regard to the measure was, therefore, bound to 
determine their general attitude in regard to the exercise of irresponsible 
ower. Both the officials and the people soon realised the significance of 
the boycott. It was a movement of freedom and the spirit of nationality, the 
initiation of which signified tnat the people of Bengal had arrived at the self- 
conscious stage of their growth, a stage when they were rapidly rising to the 
conception of their destiny as a nation among the nations. They lie, however, 
who say that the boycott was the forerunner of the creed of active resistance, 
of which so much has been heard during the last few months. Nothing but 
dishonesty or unscrupulousness of the blackest dye can read in the boycott a 
criminal intent or pretend to regard it as an unlawful movement. It cannot 
be unlawful, because it is based upon one of those fundmental rights of the 
subject which it is the object of alllawto safeguard and to protest. The 
boycott, in the economic sphere, only means that the people will not purchase 
a particular kind or description of goods. A resolution of this kind cannot: 
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in the very nature of things interfere with anybody else’s freedom or just 
rights. It would be preposterous to assert that a certain class of goods could 
be forced upon the people. It is only when a man asks another to abjure a 
third person’s goods that the question of interference might comein, A 
movement so peaceful and so essentially lawful, can never be objected to by 
a civilised Government far less by an English Government. hat if a few 
short-sighted officials, hounded on by mischievous and unscrupulous writers 
in the Anglo-Indian press, take it into their head to oppose it? They can 
only increase the sufferings of innocent men and make laryer demands upon 
the spirit of sacrifice. They cannot kill the movement itself, because it has 
its basis in the fundamental constitution of things, To-day’s demonstration 
will once more testify to the strength of the national sentiment and of the 
spirit of self-assertion in the community. Violence and a spirit of retaliation 
shall be as conspicuously absent from the movement in the future as they have 
been in the past. With regard to the meeting itself tie journal says the 
national movement would not have been what it is, had it not been for the 
persecution to which it was subjected by a number of short-sighted officials 
in the new Province, The dispersal of the Barisal Conference and the attacks 
made by the police on a number of delegates and volunteers did more to 
strengthen the movement than almost anything else. On the other hand, 
whenever the police and the subordinate officials have let it alone, the move- 
ment has proceeded peacefully. 

748. The Indian Nation says it cannot be argued with any degree of 
cogency that a spirit of total aloofness from the 
rulers, which is the spirit of the boycott movement, 
is defensible either on moral or political grounds. Existence for Indians as a 
people independent of Great Britain is impossible and a consistent boycott 
policy on their part, if persisted in, would certainly be their undoing. Judged 
by the industrial test, the boycott agitation has beeu a failure whereas the 
swadeshi enterprise has been partially successful. It is swadeshism and not 
boycott that has built up some of the new and revived some of the old industries, 
and if the 7th of August had been the mg A for the celebration of a national 
indigenous revival, it would have been a day of note in the anuals of new India. 
The journal protests against students participating in the demonstrations. The 
terrible consequences of political agitation on immature minds are eufficiently 
in evidence to take warning, and it ishoped that Sir Edward Baker’s well-meant 
advice will be taken in the spirit in which it was offered. 

749. The Bengalee observes that the boycott demonstration was charac- 
terised by the same dignified enthusiasm and self- 
restraint that have always characterised popular 
demonstrations. The earnestness and determination which marked the 
proceedings throughout and the largeness of the gathering gave the lie 


The boycott anniversary. 


Yesterday's demonstration. 


- direct to Lord Morley’s assertion that the agitation against the purtition was 


an expiring flame. The feeling behind the agitation is still as strong as 
ever, neither the repressive policy of the Government nor the lapse of time 
having done anything to abate it. ‘The journal wishes some of the-officials 
had been present at the meeting. It would have convinced them, if anything 
can, that the partition is as strongly resented to-day as it ever was. 
750. Referring to the visionary fears of the Anglo-Indian papers in connec- 
asc. = = with the demonstration, the Amrite Basar 
cis iia Pairtka states that as a matter of fact an Indian could 
not imagine the possibility of anything untoward occurring in connection with 
the celebration. Anything approaching a want of moderation or restraint in such 
connection was out of the question. ‘To the people the fourth anniversary of 
the inauguration of the Swadeshi-boycott movement was a sacred occasion 
fraught with solemn thoughts and responsibilities. The journal wishes some of ite 
Auglo-Indian friends had been present at the function. They would have been 
impelled, even against their inclinations, to revise their opinion of the movement. 
751. The Bengalee says ss the President’s (of the pyptee anenener? 
| , condemnation of the policy of making a settl 
Bo Shupenire Nath Bos's fact of what is admitted! one of the gravest 
of B _ blunders ever committed in India, viz: the partition 
engal—was emphatic and absolutely unqualified. He asks, ‘Will the 
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Government have the courage to look facts in the face, to see that until the 
partition of Bengal is reconsidered, there is hardly any hope of contentment? ” 
And continues, “ There was discontent in the Punjab and the Colonisation Bill 
was withdrawn. Has the prestige of Government suffered in any way?” 
It has again and again been pointed out that discontent will cease to exist 
in Bengal as soon as the grievance of the partition has been removed. But 
the Government will not listen. It will neither argue with the people nor 
respect their wishes, and the consequence is that the unrest is growing and the 
alienation increasing. 


G. C. DENHAM, 
Special Asst. to the Deputy Inspr.-Genl. 
of Police, Bengal. 
OFFICE oF THE BenGcaL SPeciAL Branca, | 
7, Kyp StTREet, 
The 14th August 1909. 
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